
P a g e  | 1 

 

2 Chronicles 13-16 

Good evening church, tonight we are just going to 

keep at it. 

We will continue our study through God’s Word. 

Tomorrow night we will have a great time, with the 

kids Christmas Choir and a Christmas message. 

The night will begin at 6pm. 

Tonight we will continue in 2 Chronicles, we will be 

looking at Chapters 13-16. 

We will be looking at the ups and downs of the 

Kingdom of Judah. 

We left off last time looking at the reigns of the Boams 

after the Kingdom divided into two. 

We had Jeroboam in Northern Kingdom of Israel, and 

Rehoboam in the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

Remember 10 tribes went with Jeroboam, and 2 with 

Rehoboam.  

The nation would now be riddled with Civil War from 

here on out. 

Remember the Books of the Chronicles focus mainly 

upon the Messianic lineage of David in the Kingdom of 

Judah. 

It is magnifying the things we have already learned in 

the Books of Samuel and the Kings. 
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We ended last time with the death of King Rehoboam, 

and we will pick it up now with his son Abijah 

succeeding him on the throne. 

Remember how the life of Abijah was summed up for 

us in 1 Kings 15:3 And he walked in all the sins of his 

father, which he had done before him; his heart was 

not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his 

father David. 

Yet here in the record in Chronicles we will see an 

event where he did actually honor the Lord in leading a 

victory for Judah. 

Abijah Reigns in Judah(1 Kings 15:1-8) 

13:1 In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah 

became king over Judah. 2 He reigned three years in 

Jerusalem. His mother's name was Michaiah the 

daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. 

And there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 3 

Abijah set the battle in order with an army of valiant 

warriors, four hundred thousand choice men. 

Jeroboam also drew up in battle formation against him 

with eight hundred thousand choice men, mighty men 

of valor.  

Now, Abijah only reigned three years, and this shows 

that he did not have the blessings of God upon his 

tenure as king. 
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Yet, here we see battle lines drawn, they are on the 

brink of Civil War, and Abijah has four hundred 

thousand men against eight hundred thousand men. 

In this war between the Southern Kingdom of Judah 

and the Northern Kingdom of Israel, there is an 

obvious advantage in the North with numbers… 

Let’s continue reading now, verses 4-12…   

4 Then Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, which is in 

the mountains of Ephraim, and said, "Hear me, 

Jeroboam and all Israel: 5 Should you not know that 

the Lord God of Israel gave the dominion over Israel to 

David forever, to him and his sons, by a covenant of 

salt? 

That is simply a covenant sealed by a sacrifice, signifies 

pure and enduring covenant.  

6 Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of 

Solomon the son of David, rose up and rebelled against 

his lord. 7 Then worthless rogues gathered to him, and 

strengthened themselves against Rehoboam the son of 

Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and 

inexperienced and could not withstand them. 8 And 

now you think to withstand the kingdom of the Lord, 

which is in the hand of the sons of David; and you are a 

great multitude, and with you are the gold calves 

which Jeroboam made for you as gods.  

He reminds Jeroboam of his sins against the Lord. 
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9 Have you not cast out the priests of the Lord, the 

sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and made for 

yourselves priests, like the peoples of other lands, so 

that whoever comes to consecrate himself with a 

young bull and seven rams may be a priest of things 

that are not gods?  

Remember Jeroboam raised up priests from various 

tribes, and this forced the Levites, the True Priests of 

God to go South where the Temple was… 

Remember this brought about a small Revival in the 

South.  

10 But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not 

forsaken Him; and the priests who minister to the Lord 

are the sons of Aaron, and the Levites attend to their 

duties. 11 And they burn to the Lord every morning 

and every evening burnt sacrifices and sweet incense; 

they also set the showbread in order on the pure gold 

table, and the lampstand of gold with its lamps to burn 

every evening; for we keep the command of the Lord 

our God, but you have forsaken Him. 12 Now look, God 

Himself is with us as our head, and His priests with 

sounding trumpets to sound the alarm against you. O 

children of Israel, do not fight against the Lord God of 

your fathers, for you shall not prosper!"  

Now, because there was Revival in Judah, we see they 

were looking to Jehovah God, and even as underdogs 

in this battle, Abijah speaks with confidence. 
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Church, I wonder if some of you right now feel greatly 

outmatched in your life. 

Maybe you are looking at overwhelming odds, and it 

seems like everything is stacked up against you 

tonight. 

Consider here the confidence of this king Abijah, it was 

not in his own ability, nor his own scheming and 

planning. 

He was in a place that God had to come through, 

because there was no other way, and he trusted, he 

believed God would. 

Look at verse 13 now…  

13 But Jeroboam caused an ambush to go around 

behind them; so they were in front of Judah, and the 

ambush was behind them. 14 And when Judah looked 

around, to their surprise the battle line was at both 

front and rear; and they cried out to the Lord, and the 

priests sounded the trumpets.  

Abijah, and the outmatched army of Judah are boxed 

in, seemingly trapped in this strategic ambush. 

But notice what verse 14 says here, as they were 

surrounded by this impossibility, they did not throw up 

their arms and surrender, no they instead looked up. 

And for those of you surrounded tonight, be 

encouraged to look up. 

When the battle seems all but lost, look to your God. 
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Our world is in a tailspin right now, world events are 

ominous to say the least. 

But it is interesting what Jesus says in Luke 21:28 "Now 

when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up 

your heads, because your redemption draws near."  

No matter what is happening in our lives, in our world, 

church we have a hope that lifts us above it all. 

We know where it is all heading. 

May I add, this is why it is essential that we go to God’s 

Word daily. 

First thing in the morning is best, it allows you to face 

the day with Truth at the forefront of your heart and 

mind. 

Direct your prayers early in the morning to our God, 

and look above it all. 

The Psalmist says in Ps 5:3 My voice You shall hear in 

the morning, O Lord; In the morning I will direct it to 

You, And I will look up.  

For those of you who are overwhelmed tonight, look to 

the One whom our victory rests. 

So the men of Judah looked up, verse 15 now…  

15 Then the men of Judah gave a shout; and as the 

men of Judah shouted, it happened that God struck 

Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah.16 

And the children of Israel fled before Judah, and God 

delivered them into their hand. 17 Then Abijah and his 
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people struck them with a great slaughter; so five 

hundred thousand choice men of Israel fell slain. 18 

Thus the children of Israel were subdued at that time; 

and the children of Judah prevailed, because they 

relied on the Lord God of their fathers.  

So, we have another David and Goliath story here, as 

they were outnumbered by an army twice their size, 

and because they trusted in God, God was victorious. 

They shouted in faith as they cried out to the Lord, and 

we don’t know how the Lord struck them, but He did. 

So you see that problem you are facing, that is God-

sized, is just another chance for God to show His 

power. 

Look to Him, trust Him, and then thank Him when He 

comes through. 

God cannot get the Glory unless it is God-sized. 

So here is the summary of the short reign of king 

Abijah…  

19 And Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took cities from 

him: Bethel with its villages, Jeshanah with its villages, 

and Ephrain with its villages. 20 So Jeroboam did not 

recover strength again in the days of Abijah; and the 

Lord struck him, and he died.  

21 But Abijah grew mighty, married fourteen wives, 

and begot twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters. 22 
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Now the rest of the acts of Abijah, his ways, and his 

sayings are written in the annals of the prophet Iddo.  

The picture drawn about Abijah in 1 Kings shows him in 

a super negative light, and here it is not so bad. 

And we can understand here that one spiritual victory 

does not make an entire life before God. 

We should never trust in past spiritual 

accomplishments or a season of victory to make us feel 

close to the Lord. 

It is a continual pressing into the Lord, a life-long 

battle, and daily abiding in the Vine. 

Think about your life tonight, where are you at with 

the Lord, we can’t be content with past victories, 

although they are a blessing, and a spiritual marker, 

and a lesson learned…  

But today God wants you to press into Him, and trust 

Him for the victory. 

Look up today, and each morning! 

This is a continual walk with the Lord, never stop 

pressing in.  

Let’s start chapter 14 now, verse 1… We will get to Asa, 

a good king…  

14:1 So Abijah rested with his fathers, and they buried 

him in the City of David. Then Asa his son reigned in his 

place. In his days the land was quiet for ten years.  
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Asa Reigns in Judah(1 Kings 15:9-15) 

2 Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the 

Lord his God, 3 for he removed the altars of the foreign 

gods and the high places, and broke down the sacred 

pillars and cut down the wooden images. 4 He 

commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their 

fathers, and to observe the law and the 

commandment. 5 He also removed the high places and 

the incense altars from all the cities of Judah, and the 

kingdom was quiet under him. 6 And he built fortified 

cities in Judah, for the land had rest; he had no war in 

those years, because the Lord had given him rest.  

He did not just get it right, he had all intentions to get 

it right. 

He purposed in his heart to serve the Lord. 

These were the steps that he took, steps that we can 

learn from if we truly desire to have revival in our own 

lives. 

We talk a lot about Revival, but the best way to think 

of Revival, is to draw a circle around yourself, and start 

with everything in the circle. 

Revival starts with each of us individually. 

We can take away four steps from this passage that 

parallels 1 Kings Chapter 15. 

We see firstly, Asa did inventory of the problem areas 

in Judah and them immediately he took action. 
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He banished the perversion and perverted people, 

those who corrupted the land. 

And we can each individually assess our own influences 

in our lives, and take measures to remove those things 

that pervert our own lives. 

Matt 5:29-30 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck 

it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for 

you that one of your members perish, than for your 

whole body to be cast into hell.  30 And if your right 

hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; 

for it is more profitable for you that one of your 

members perish, than for your whole body to be cast 

into hell.  

Secondly we see that he removed the idols… Judah had 

allowed other gods to become more prominent than 

Yahweh. 

And for us individually we need to see if we have let 

something replace God in our own lives, and it is 

necessary to be radical and cut it out… 

Thirdly, we see our relationships need to be addressed. 

Asa will cut off his own grandmother, and the idol she 

set up. 

Assess the people in your life, those who are toxic to 

your spiritual life, if they are the people you spend 

most of your time with, consider they may be 

weakening your faith. 
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Maybe it is a boyfriend that you have let consume your 

life, he has come in, and convinced you that some sins 

are not that bad. 

If you are not growing in your walk with the Lord, then 

you backslidden, and you may need to consider 

removing those relationships in your life. 

I see it often, and it is as though the person becomes 

the idol in people’s lives. 

Do not settle for anyone who would have you 

compromise in your walk, even if they are family. 

Jesus said… Luke 12:51-53 Do you suppose that I came 

to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather 

division.  52 For from now on five in one house will be 

divided: three against two, and two against three.  53 

Father will be divided against son and son against 

father, mother against daughter and daughter against 

mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law."  

Cut out those relationships that are toxic to your 

faith… 

Fourthly, we will see the king brought back purity in 

worship. 

John 4:23-24 "But the hour is coming, and now is, 

when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to 

worship Him.  24 God is Spirit, and those who worship 

Him must worship in spirit and truth."  
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We have so many distractions in our lives, so many 

deceitful influences, and they distort our worship. 

We must endeavor to put our worship solely upon our 

God. 

So, for personal revival, we need to start with assessing 

our own lives in these areas. 

We see here that the king did do good, but later we 

will see that he still came up short, he left the high 

places of worship. 

Many of us have certain areas that we just are 

unwilling to give up, hidden areas, personal idols, but 

God desires all. 

And when and if we can ever allow Him to have all of 

us, that is where revival begins. 

Look now at the blessings of his loyal heart, starting in 

verse 7… 

7 Therefore he said to Judah, "Let us build these cities 

and make walls around them, and towers, gates, and 

bars, while the land is yet before us, because we have 

sought the Lord our God; we have sought Him, and He 

has given us rest on every side." So they built and 

prospered. 8 And Asa had an army of three hundred 

thousand from Judah who carried shields and spears, 

and from Benjamin two hundred and eighty thousand 

men who carried shields and drew bows; all these 

were mighty men of valor.  
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Because God gave them peace, they had time to 

rebuild, and they prospered. 

And we see this served God’s purposes as well, it was 

preparation for the great trial ahead of them. 

Know, that times of peace, they are times for 

regrouping and times of preparation, they are never 

meant to last…  

Verse 9 now…  

9 Then Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them 

with an army of a million men and three hundred 

chariots, and he came to Mareshah. 10 So Asa went 

out against him, and they set the troops in battle array 

in the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 11 And Asa 

cried out to the Lord his God, and said, "Lord, it is 

nothing for You to help, whether with many or with 

those who have no power; help us, O Lord our God, for 

we rest on You, and in Your name we go against this 

multitude. O Lord, You are our God; do not let man 

prevail against You!"  

This is a powerful scene here. 

A million man army is coming against them. 

These are overwhelming odds, but the king declares 

“Lord it is nothing for you.” 

This is a wonderful perspective, we need this 

perspective. 
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Those overwhelming issues in our own lives, sure they 

are trouble for us. 

But for God, they are small, tiny, nothing at all. 

For God it is nothing to help. 

We see this picture over and over again in scripture, if 

it is Joseph facing a famine, Moses up against the Red 

Sea, or David facing Goliath, there was supernatural 

victories granted. 

And because of this perspective, Asa could also say, 

“We rest on You and Your Name.” 

Church, tonight you can have that same rest, whatever 

is before you, even if you are facing a million man 

army, we can rest in our God. 

Ps 29:11 The Lord will give strength to His people; 

The Lord will bless His people with peace.  

Jesus even said in… John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, 

My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give 

to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 

afraid. 

What a blessing it is to know that we can have peace, 

and we are able to rest in Him when the storm is 

raging around us. 

Think of the confidence this brought David as he faced 

his own giant… 
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1 Sam 17:45-47 Then David said to the Philistine, "You 

come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a 

javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of 

hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have 

defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my 

hand, and I will strike you and take your head from 

you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp 

of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild 

beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that 

there is a God in Israel. 47 Then all this assembly shall 

know that the Lord does not save with sword and 

spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you 

into our hands."  

We can share in that confidence, for David’s God is our 

God. 

Look now at verse 12…  

12 So the Lord struck the Ethiopians before Asa and 

Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. 13 And Asa and the 

people who were with him pursued them to Gerar. So 

the Ethiopians were overthrown, and they could not 

recover, for they were broken before the Lord and His 

army. And they carried away very much spoil. 14 Then 

they defeated all the cities around Gerar, for the fear 

of the Lord came upon them; and they plundered all 

the cities, for there was exceedingly much spoil in 

them. 15 They also attacked the livestock enclosures, 

and carried off sheep and camels in abundance, and 

returned to Jerusalem.  
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God fought on behalf of King Asa and the Kingdom of 

Judah, he fought so effectively that the Ethiopians 

were broken before the Lord and His Army. 

Not only were they delivered from danger, they were 

also blessed as the Lord fought for them 

They were more than conquerors in that they even 

shared in the spoil.  

Look back at your own life, every time the enemy has 

had you up against the wall. 

God brought about the victory, but often times He 

does not just give us a victory, but it is often above and 

beyond anything we could have hoped for. 

Truly our God is good!  

Let’s move on now to Chapter 15…   

The Reforms of Asa 

15:1 Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son 

of Oded. 2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said to 

him: "Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. The 

Lord is with you while you are with Him. If you seek 

Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, 

He will forsake you. 3 For a long time Israel has been 

without the true God, without a teaching priest, and 

without law; 4 but when in their trouble they turned to 

the Lord God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found 

by them. 5 And in those times there was no peace to 

the one who went out, nor to the one who came in, 
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but great turmoil was on all the inhabitants of the 

lands. 6 So nation was destroyed by nation, and city by 

city, for God troubled them with every adversity. 7 But 

you, be strong and do not let your hands be weak, for 

your work shall be rewarded!"  

Now we have here one of the lesser known prophets 

Azariah. 

But although we do not know much about him, we see 

here he has incredible boldness to come before the 

king with this reminder. 

“The Lord is with you while you are with Him and Seek 

Him, Seek Him and you will find Him.” 

The leaders of our own country need to hear this. 

This is truly the only way we can change the course 

that we are on. 

Not only does this have a national implication, but a 

personal one. 

Really, I would like to point out something, if you are 

here tonight or listening in, your heart is most 

definitely seeking our God. 

If you seek Him, He will be found. 

Draw near to Him and He will draw near to you. 

And many need to hear this, sometimes when trouble 

comes they forsake the Lord, and that is the wrong 

direction, as the prophet says, “if you forsake Him He 

will forsake you.” 
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You all are pressing in, and I want to encourage you, 

don’t ever stop pressing into our God, no matter what 

hardships you face. 

Press in, this is a reoccurring theme throughout the 

scriptures. 

Look now at verses 8-9…   

8 And when Asa heard these words and the prophecy 

of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and removed 

the abominable idols from all the land of Judah and 

Benjamin and from the cities which he had taken in the 

mountains of Ephraim; and he restored the altar of the 

Lord that was before the vestibule of the Lord. 9 Then 

he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those who 

dwelt with them from Ephraim, Manasseh, and 

Simeon, for they came over to him in great numbers 

from Israel when they saw that the Lord his God was 

with him.  

And we see here that Asa begins these important 

reforms in order for this revival to take off in the 

Nation. 

We see once again the importance of assessing 

ourselves, doing an honest inventory, and acting upon 

what God reveals to us. 

Verse 10 now…  

10 So they gathered together at Jerusalem in the third 

month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 11 And 

they offered to the Lord at that time seven hundred 



P a g e  | 19 

 

bulls and seven thousand sheep from the spoil they 

had brought. 12 Then they entered into a covenant to 

seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their heart 

and with all their soul; 13 and whoever would not seek 

the Lord God of Israel was to be put to death, whether 

small or great, whether man or woman. 14 Then they 

took an oath before the Lord with a loud voice, with 

shouting and trumpets and rams' horns. 15 And all 

Judah rejoiced at the oath, for they had sworn with all 

their heart and sought Him with all their soul; and He 

was found by them, and the Lord gave them rest all 

around.  

J. Vernon McGee points this out here: 
They are turning to God and seeking Him with all their 
heart and soul. This characterized every one of the 
revivals. There was a return to the Word of God. I am bold 
enough to state dogmatically that there has never been a 
revival without a return to the Word of God. There is no 
detour around the Bible. There is no substitute for it. The 
great spiritual movement in the days of John Wesley, my 
friend, was built around the Word of God. Wesley read the 
Bible in three languages every morning! Dwight L. Moody 
and the great spiritual awakening in his day led to the 
great Bible institute movement, one of the greatest 
movements in the study of the Word. It is dying out in our 
day. Why? Because they are getting away from the Word 
of God. We need more than just a superficial familiarity 
with the Word of God. We need more than an artificial 
vocabulary of the right words. Revival does not depend 
on an activity, nor on a service, nor on a method. It 
requires a real knowledge and love of the Word of God. 
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Understand something that if there is any hope for 

Revival to break out in America, we need to return to 

the Word of God. 

I saw a video of some modern prophet speaking to the 

younger generation that the Bible was not necessary to 

draw close to our God, and it was a secondary thing. 

That is not true, it is a prime thing in every revival, a 

hunger for God’s Word. 

Look now at verse 16… 

16 Also he removed Maachah, the mother of Asa the 

king, from being queen mother, because she had made 

an obscene image of Asherah; and Asa cut down her 

obscene image, then crushed and burned it by the 

Brook Kidron. 17 But the high places were not 

removed from Israel. Nevertheless the heart of Asa 

was loyal all his days.  

18 He also brought into the house of God the things 

that his father had dedicated and that he himself had 

dedicated: silver and gold and utensils. 19 And there 

was no war until the thirty-fifth year of the reign of 

Asa.  

He was used powerfully to bring about Revival in 

Judah. 

But as we will see, we have to keep pressing in, we can 

never let up. 
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Asa will get comfortable in the blessings, and this will 

be his downfall. 

He will grow less dependent on God, on more self-

reliant.  

This is always a great danger, to trust in our own 

abilities…  

So let’s finish with chapter 16…  

Asa's Treaty with Syria(1 Kings 15:16-22) 

16:1 In the thirty-sixth year of the reign of Asa, Baasha 

king of Israel came up against Judah and built Ramah, 

that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of 

Judah. 2 Then Asa brought silver and gold from the 

treasuries of the house of the Lord and of the king's 

house, and sent to Ben-Hadad king of Syria, who dwelt 

in Damascus, saying, 3 "Let there be a treaty between 

you and me, as there was between my father and your 

father. See, I have sent you silver and gold; come, 

break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel, so that he 

will withdraw from me."  

At this point it is later on in the king’s life and we have 

considered his victories and the strength that he drew 

from drawing close to God. 

But now we see there is still a struggle between the 

Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom. 
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King Baasha comes against Judah, and Asa responded 

in his own wisdom, now that the coffers were full, and 

blessings abundant, he becomes self-reliant. 

He can afford to make an alliance with Syria to help 

protect him from Israel’s invasion. 

Look at verse 4 now…  

4 So Ben-Hadad heeded King Asa, and sent the 

captains of his armies against the cities of Israel. They 

attacked Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim, and all the storage 

cities of Naphtali. 5 Now it happened, when Baasha 

heard it, that he stopped building Ramah and ceased 

his work. 6 Then King Asa took all Judah, and they 

carried away the stones and timber of Ramah, which 

Baasha had used for building; and with them he built 

Geba and Mizpah.  

So, on the surface it seems like the plan worked, and 

his success had him feeling pretty good about himself. 

Perhaps pride, and self-sufficiency is creeping in, he is 

the savior the Judah, a hero in his own mind. 

This is one of the dangers of success, we tend to forget 

that our victories came from the Lord, not because we 

are awesome in ourselves. 

James tells us James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let 

him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without 

reproach, and it will be given to him.  
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We have this promise of wisdom from God to help us 

make decisions and to discern the will of God. 

And when God delivers on His promises, we cannot 

entertain the thought that it is because we are wise in 

ourselves. 

Because when we forget from where our wisdom 

comes from, and we forget from Who we were 

afforded the victory, God has a special school that He 

will bring us through to remind us. 

The king here was disregarding the Lord, and relying on 

his own negotiating skills. 

God will now deal with him… 

Starting in verse 7…  

Hanani's Message to Asa 

7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of 

Judah, and said to him: "Because you have relied on 

the king of Syria, and have not relied on the Lord your 

God, therefore the army of the king of Syria has 

escaped from your hand. 8 Were the Ethiopians and 

the Lubim not a huge army with very many chariots 

and horsemen? Yet, because you relied on the Lord, He 

delivered them into your hand. 9 For the eyes of the 

Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to 

show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is 

loyal to Him. In this you have done foolishly; therefore 

from now on you shall have wars."  
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God sends a prophet to rebuke Asa for trusting in the 

arm of the flesh. 

He reminds him of how the Lord helped him to 

overcome a million man army when he was humble 

enough to cry out to God. 

Now, he is wheeling and dealing to protect himself and 

the people of Judah, making decisions apart from God. 

The prophet informs him that this victory is not a true 

victory. 

The Lord would have not only protected them, but 

given the Syrians into their hands as well. 

You see, our flesh messes things up continually, 

We seem to go through these cycles, where the Lord 

tests us, and often we start to rely on the arm of the 

flesh. 

The Lord brings us through a financially challenging 

time, and instead of remaining faithful to the Lord in 

our giving, we usually cut God’s portion first. 

In our reasoning, and figuring, we start to think in 

earthly reasoning, instead of Spiritual thinking. 

It is interesting, we usually start out our walks full of 

faith, and we see God move in spectacular ways. 

But for some reason, as we began to mature in our 

faith, we tend to think we need to handle things 

ourselves. 
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And then we just get deeper into trouble, because we 

cut God out of the equation.  

Listen, for those of you tonight backed up against a 

wall, listen to the prophets Word here. 

God’s eyes are going to and fro on this earth to see 

who He can show Himself strong on behalf of. 

Don’t start operating in the arm of the flesh, but use 

faith. 

Honor God in your decisions first, and give Him 

opportunity to work, and to be glorified. 

The issue is not if God has enough strength or if He is 

willing to help you. 

The issue is if your heart is loyal to Him. 

God wants to bless us, believe that tonight. 

Operate in faith toward your God, and that is the 

Greatest Wisdom you can have… 

God’s Word says… Prov. 3:5-10 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

And lean not on your own understanding;  

6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct your paths.  

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

Fear the Lord and depart from evil.  

8 It will be health to your flesh,  
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And strength to your bones.  

9 Honor the Lord with your possessions, 

And with the firstfruits of all your increase;  

10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, 

And your vats will overflow with new wine.  

Maybe some of us just need to stop figuring and 

planning in our own wisdom, and simply give it to the 

Lord tonight. 

Maybe that is the purpose of your trial, to draw you 

back to the right frame of mind tonight. 

We all need this reminder often, it is too easy to get 

away from this. 

So, let’s end with verses 10-14… 

10 Then Asa was angry with the seer, and put him in 

prison, for he was enraged at him because of this. And 

Asa oppressed some of the people at that time.  

Illness and Death of Asa(1 Kings 15:23,24) 

11 Note that the acts of Asa, first and last, are indeed 

written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 12 

And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became 

diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe; yet in 

his disease he did not seek the Lord, but the 

physicians.  

13 So Asa rested with his fathers; he died in the forty-

first year of his reign. 14 They buried him in his own 
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tomb, which he had made for himself in the City of 

David; and they laid him in the bed which was filled 

with spices and various ingredients prepared in a 

mixture of ointments. They made a very great burning 

for him.  

Now, this is incredible here, Asa will not humble 

himself to receive this rebuke. 

He did not believe it. 

And in turn God humbled him with a disease that was 

so serious it became critical, and we see even then he 

turned to the physicians instead of God. 

Of course, there is nothing wrong with turning to 

physicians, but when you do, make sure you are 

turning to God first, who can direct the doctors and 

give them the wisdom that they need. 

And this man who started out so well, ended so 

tragically. 

So much to take in from the account tonight. 

Our take away tonight started with lifting our eyes to 

the Lord. 

Lifting our hearts and minds above the circumstances, 

and to our God. 

Next, we understood past victories cannot carry us, we 

need to be daily seeking the Lord. 
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Also, if Revival is to come, first we need to do a self-

inventory, remove anything that is unclean, assess our 

relationships, and have purity in our worship. 

We also learned that we need to rest in the Lord, no 

matter what you are facing tonight, rest in your very 

Big God. 

And lastly, resorting on our flesh, brings disease and 

death. 

Never forget that it is God that works in and through 

you, and never touch the Glory. 

Amen? 

Let’s pray…  


