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Acts 11:1-18 

Peter Defends God's Grace 

Good morning church, it is wonderful to be here with 

you all today. 

We are going to continue our study through the Book 

of Acts this morning, we will be starting Acts Chapter 

11. 

Now, there are wonderful benefits to verse-by-verse 

Bible studies, one being that the Pastor cannot try to 

replace the role of the Holy Spirit, and teach what he 

feels the church needs to hear. 

The Pastor can’t only teach topics that are safe and 

delightful. 

Verse-by-verse teaching allows us to hear the whole 

council of God, it gives us a balance diet as believers. 

It does not let us hang on our favorite topics, and even 

challenges us at times. 

For example if you take the stance that once a person 

is saved, they are always saved, no matter the life they 

live after they say the sinner’s prayer. 

Maybe you read the Words of Jesus in John 10:27-30 

27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me.  28 And I give them eternal life, and 

they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch 

them out of My hand.  29 My Father, who has given 

them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 
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snatch them out of My Father's hand.  30 I and My 

Father are one."  

And this fits your belief that once saved always saved, 

some might even justify a rebellious lifestyle, while 

touting “I cannot be snatched out of God’s Hands.” 

But when you look at the whole council of God, there 

is always a balance, it never lets you go too far in one 

direction, because Jesus also said  

John 15:1-8 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the 

vinedresser.  2 Every branch in Me that does not bear 

fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit 

He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  3 You are 

already clean because of the word which I have spoken 

to you.  4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  

5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides 

in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me 

you can do nothing.  6 If anyone does not abide in Me, 

he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they 

gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are 

burned.  7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in 

you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done 

for you.  8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 

much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  
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And here there seems to be a clear responsibility on 

the part of the believer to continuously abide in the 

Vine, in Jesus. 

Not doing so seems to bear some eternal 

consequences.  

And as you go through the Bible, in a systematic way, it 

keeps you balanced in your views, it never lets you got 

off one way too extreme. 

I heard Chuck Smith teach one time, that when he is 

dealing with someone who is just relentlessly 

condemning themselves and perhaps coming up for 

every altar call they can, he said he would take them to 

the scriptures that spoke about the wonderful Grace of 

God, and how we are saved by Grace alone, and he 

would lift the person up. 

On the other hand, if someone came to him flippant 

about their lifestyle, and believing that they could live 

how they want because they went up at one altar call 

many years ago when Billy Graham came through 

town, and that was what they were relying on, Chuck 

said he might take them to the scriptures that talk 

about working out our own salvation in fear and 

trembling, it is a dangerous thing to mock the Grace of 

God. 

But again this is why verse-by-verse teaching is so 

important, it keeps us balanced. 
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But there are things in a verse-by-verse study of God’s 

Word that also come in rapid succession and 

sometimes they even repeat themselves. 

And when a truth is repeated in God’s Word, it is for 

emphasis, and we need to have this message 

expressed again in order for our hearts and minds to 

embrace it. 

Repetition in God’s Word is always there for emphasis, 

remember in Peter’s vision last week, the whole 

picture was repeated 3 times for him to understand 

the importance of it all.   

The Apostle Peter wrote in 2 Peter 1:12 For this reason 

I will not be negligent to remind you always of these 

things, though you know and are established in the 

present truth.  

Repetition and reminders are here for our spiritual 

benefit. 

Today as we look at the first half of chapter 11, Luke is 

going to record the events of chapter 10 in condensed 

form, so we will have a bit of repetition. 

So let’s pray, and then we will consider what the Lord 

wants to remind us of…  

Remember last week, Peter was met in a vision by 

God, and Peter’s whole world was turned upside 

down. 
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God held before him all kinds of animals, clean and 

unclean according to the Jewish Law, and the 

instruction was to rise kill and eat. 

Peter was appalled by thought of it all, he had never 

touched anything or eaten anything unclean, and God 

gave Peter the main point of the lesson here, whatever 

God has cleansed, may no man call unclean. 

The time had come to turn from the Old Covenant to 

the New Covenant, which included all mankind not just 

those of the circumcision. 

All were now welcome to come to the One True God, 

through His Son Jesus. 

Peter was so impacted by this, that immediately as 

God sent Gentile messengers from the house of 

Cornelius, Peter had them lodge with him at the 

Tanner’s home. 

The next move was historic, the men brought Peter to 

Caesarea, where a whole household of Gentiles waited 

to hear him present the Gospel. 

As he was preaching, hearts were receiving it by faith, 

and the Holy Spirit fell upon them, doors were now 

open to the Gentiles, and the world was opening up to 

the church. 

But not all are ready for change, change has always 

been hard for the church, even in its beginnings.  
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Really I think human nature just likes familiarity and 

comfort. 

But besides death and taxes, one thing that you can 

count on, is change. 

It is inevitable, and the Holy Spirit is continually 

pushing the church to push past its tendency to 

embrace formal religion, and He pushes us into New 

Frontiers. 

We are not to be settlers in this Christian journey, but 

we are to be trailblazers. 

So let’s start now with verse 1, and see what happens 

as the first church rumor mill begins…  

11:1 Now the apostles and brethren who were in 

Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the 

word of God.  

Now, Word Travels fast when there is a supernatural 

movement of God taking place. 

I have read about and heard about here in California in 

the 60’s and 70’s a powerful move of God took place, 

the movement was referred to as the Jesus 

Movement, some of you are products of that 

movement, I am a generation away, and only have the 

stories. 

But then God was radically transforming the lives of 

hippies in Orange County through Calvary Chapel Costa 

Mesa. 
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It is interesting, you look back at those pictures, and 

God chose to use an Older Balding man, to simply 

teach God’s Word, he taught verse-by-verse and he 

illuminated Jesus, and thousands were flocking to hear 

it. 

You know, the culture was experiencing turmoil, so 

much uncertainty abounded, politicians were corrupt, 

people raged in the streets, movements were 

happening, wars being fought, and in the midst of the 

craziness of that time, God’s Spirit Moved mightily. 

You know, you might look out at our world today, and 

just feel hopeless, anxious, and woeful, but listen, we 

are ripe for a move of God’s Spirit today. 

Why not hope for that? That is what I am hoping for, 

this is what I am expecting. 

To see people drawn to Jesus, being drawn to His 

Word, His Truths, His Gospel. 

Jesus said… John 12:32 And I, if I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all peoples to Myself." 

Jesus here of course talking about the Cross, and when 

we make Jesus the main thing, the main event, then 

Word spreads, and people’s lives are changed eternally 

as they are drawn to Jesus.  

So the Gentiles are brought into the Family of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ here. 
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Cornelius’ household is radically changed, and news is 

spreading fast, this Holy Gossip.  

They are even hearing about this back in Jerusalem, 

but as we will see the traditionalist are not happy 

about this. 

Of course the Gentiles are excited, as they are 

experiencing the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, it is the 

Jewish Church Goers, the religious believers who now 

become contentious. 

Look at verse 2 and 3 now…  

2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of the 

circumcision contended with him, 3 saying, "You went 

in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!"  

Understanding the Grace of God is always hard for 

religious people to grasp. 

This was especially difficult for the first Christians who 

came out of Judaism. 

We see sects were forming in the church already, only 

six years into its life. 

Here there are those of “The Circumcision,” and they 

were the leaders in the early church. 

They held much influence over the other believers. 

Even after this event here that we are looking at today, 

Peter will still struggle with impressing them and 

conforming to their legalism later on. 
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In fact, it was the Apostle Paul who had to chastise the 

Apostle Peter. 

In Galatians chapter 2 Paul speaking, Gal. 2:11-13 Now 

when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to 

his face, because he was to be blamed; 12 for before 

certain men came from James, he would eat with the 

Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and 

separated himself, fearing those who were of the 

circumcision. 13 And the rest of the Jews also played 

the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was 

carried away with their hypocrisy.  

Peter was doing just fine until those who were of the 

circumcision came. 

This party was a group who still held within them a 

deep prejudice against the Gentiles, they created a 

kind of elitism within the church. 

They were raised in the strict rites of Judaism, and had 

deep roots of pride within their being, they loved to 

show outward signs of religion, and overt observance 

to the Law of Moses, including dietary laws, and even 

ceremonial washing. 

For Jews, they were forbidden to host Gentiles in their 

home, but it was even more detestable to eat with 

them. 

Gentiles were considered unclean and barbaric 

because they did not observe these ritual cleansings, 

they were considered unclean and defiled. 
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The Jews believed that when you ate with someone it 

was an intimate thing, they would have common bowls 

for dipping their bread in, they would share bread from 

the same loaf, and when they ate they believed that 

they were becoming one with the other person. 

So these legalists call Peter out here. 

“You went into the home of a Gentile and even ate 

with them!” 

This is the thing with the legalist, they always miss the 

work that God is going in a group of people by their 

many technicalities.  

They were not even asking about the Holy Spirit 

coming upon the Gentiles, they were missing out on 

the Joy of all that God was doing here in the home of a 

Gentile. 

Goodness, this party still exists, those who have to 

have things stay as they have always been, they cannot 

handle anything new, they despise anything different, 

and they protest against God using different methods. 

Sadly, they are usually from the more mature ranks of 

the church, who have had a long run in the church. 

They get bound up in legalism, and they are easy to 

identify, because their joy is gone. 

They are cynical of others, they complain, they gossip, 

and they are mean. 
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I remember when Jess and I were in Youth Ministry, 

Jess and I always have had a heart for misfits, and 

although there were many church kids in our youth 

group, we had many unchurched and uncultured kids. 

And people were not happy with us that these kids 

were coming to church, and those from that religious 

sect complained, and accused, and came against those 

kids all too often. 

I remember one of these super-religious types, came 

to us and complained about the clothing of these 

unchurched kids. 

They did not like the logos, and they were offended by 

them. 

We replied, “If you say something, and you say it the 

way you are telling us now, you are going to chase the 

young man out of the church.” 

God was doing an incredible work in his life at the 

time. 

But he was not progressing as fast as the legalist 

thought he should. 

This kid that was on their target was new to the Lord, 

and he had no idea his shirt was offensive, and one 

night they had him cornered, passionately telling the 

young man how offensive his clothes were, and they 

made such a scene, it embarrassed the kid, because he 

was poor and could not afford another shirt, and he 

left the church just as we said would happen. 
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We have seen young girls chased out of the church by 

those who feel they have the calling in the church as 

the Holy Spirit police officer, where they go around 

telling girls their shirts are too short, or their clothing is 

too revealing. 

We would warn them, “Hey you should let God work 

that out in them.” 

They reply, “Oh God wants me to tell them.” 

And those from the religious sect chase people out as 

fast as God brings them in. 

They are so blinded by their legalism they cannot even 

see, or allow God to work in a person’s life. 

My wife when she came to the Lord, she knew nothing 

of the church standards of morality, when Jesus found 

her, her faith was simple, she loved Jesus, and I 

remember she still dressed like she did when we were 

in the world, I didn’t mind of course.  

But I remember then, no one in the church confronted 

her. 

In fact the Pastor’s daughter, who was a 

homeschooled and really innocent young lady 

befriended Jess. 

And it was through that friendship, that Jess had an 

example to learn from, never through the command of 

the letter of the law, but through a loving example.  
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Jess learned from her Christian modesty and how to 

run a godly home, but it was through her example. 

Nichole took Jess into her home and life, and lived out 

that example before her. 

But some just live to find fault in others, looking 

everywhere for something to pick apart. 

And they are unwilling to put in the sacrifice and 

commitment to set an example, they just like to pick 

people apart, and it is devastating to the work that 

God wants to do.  

You see, their opinions are steeped in judgement and 

legalism, and this always kills the work of the Spirit, 

and grieves the Spirit. 

This is the reality, ministry is messy, we are dealing 

with very imperfect human beings, and sometimes 

those imperfections will rub against a certain 

prejudices. 

We are to lean toward Grace, the same Grace we ask 

God for each day. 

If we cannot show others Grace, and rejoice in what 

God is doing in imperfect people’s lives, then we are 

no different than this party of the circumcision there in 

Jerusalem, who made these accusations against Peter.  

Look now at verses 4-10…  

4 But Peter explained it to them in order from the 

beginning, saying: 5 "I was in the city of Joppa praying; 
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and in a trance I saw a vision, an object descending like 

a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; 

and it came to me. 6 When I observed it intently and 

considered, I saw four-footed animals of the earth, 

wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 7 And 

I heard a voice saying to me, 'Rise, Peter; kill and eat.'  

8 But I said, 'Not so, Lord! For nothing common or 

unclean has at any time entered my mouth.' 9 But the 

voice answered me again from heaven, 'What God has 

cleansed you must not call common.'  10 Now this was 

done three times, and all were drawn up again into 

heaven.  

Peter is now kind of on the defensive here, he explains, 

“Hey guys, listen, I was with you on the whole Gentiles 

being unclean thing.” 

“But God gave me a vision of these animals, some 

clean some unclean, there were bugs and creeping 

things and even birds.” 

“God told me to rise, kill and eat, and just like you 

would have, I protested, I was aghast, I told the Lord I 

cannot, must not eat these, I am a religiously pure 

man, Not so Lord.” 

Peter found out that a true believer cannot say “Not so 

Lord,” that does not even make sense. 

If God be our Lord, then obedience is non-negotiable. 

You can say, “Not so,” or you can say “Lord,” but never 

can we say “Not so Lord.” 
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And God was coming directly after Peter’s prejudices, 

God desires that we put people before procedure. 

Maybe the Lord spoke to you last week as well on your 

own prejudices, maybe God has been speaking to you 

as well to rid your life of legalism and a life of being 

super judgmental of others. 

If you were not here last week, we discussed the fact 

that we all have certain prejudices within us, 

developed over the years, perhaps we are skewed by 

skin color, educational level, or social status of others, 

we look down upon them, and believe that for some 

reason we are far superior in ourselves because we are 

not like them. 

You see, I have certain biases that God is working on in  

my own life…I have a hard time with any man who 

cannot drink their coffee black, like a real man, it is 

something God is working on me with, and I am now 

embracing those who have to put cream and sugar in 

their coffee like a woman. 

And I just don’t know why anyone would buy a Dodge 

or a Chevy when there are Ford trucks around, and 

God is dealing with that superior attitude with in my 

heart. 

But seriously, it is easy for us to look down our noses 

at others and we can judge them, and discriminate 

against them based on their differences. 
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Of course there are deeper things, a little less shallow 

than my two examples that really divide us. 

And we look at others, and especially as Jesus begins 

to clean up our lives, and really just does incredible 

things in maturing us spiritually, over time we just 

forget from where God brought us. 

We forget somehow that it was by God’s Grace that 

we were saved, and by that Grace we were changed, 

and all the sudden we get on a spiritual high horse, and 

we look at people trapped in their sin, and think “How 

could they do those things.” 

But reality is we are them without Jesus, and the key is 

not to change their behavior, but to bring them to 

Jesus. 

Jesus is the only difference in our lives, so we cannot 

look down on others, we have no ground really to 

stand on. 

And this truth also brings about the reality, that no one 

is too far gone to say, “Oh they can never be saved.” 

Listen, if we can be saved, if I can be saved anyone can 

be saved.  

We cannot make our assessments by external 

appearance and determine that they cannot be saved 

or reached. 

The entire reason for Peter’s vision was to show him 

that God can saved anyone, including the heathen 
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Gentiles who were supposed to be only good for 

kindling for hell. 

I pray we see this world as God sees, and that we have 

our God’s heart and passion for reaching the lost. 

So Peter explains what happened, and how God gave 

him permission to go to the Gentiles, and even eat 

with them. 

He goes on further in verse 11… 

11 At that very moment, three men stood before the 

house where I was, having been sent to me from 

Caesarea. 12 Then the Spirit told me to go with them, 

doubting nothing. Moreover these six brethren 

accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 

Remember our omnipresent God was able to speak to 

both men, Cornelius and Peter, and to ready each for 

this incredibly important meeting. 

Understand God is more than capable of giving us 

direction and confirming His message to others as well. 

God has not lost your address, He knows exactly where 

you are and what you are doing every moment. 

So God spoke to Cornelius and told him to send for 

Peter, and told Peter to go with the men who came to 

meet him. 

Remember Peter took Six Jewish Witnesses with him 

from Joppa to Cornelius’ home, and here in our text 
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this morning those witnesses are with Peter in 

Jerusalem now. 

Peter now enlightens the religious cynics about 

Cornelius’ expectation and reception of the Gospel.  

Starting in verse 13… 

13 And he told us how he had seen an angel standing 

in his house, who said to him, 'Send men to Joppa, and 

call for Simon whose surname is Peter, 14 who will tell 

you words by which you and all your household will be 

saved.'  

Cornelius sent for Peter and gathered many in his 

home with great expectation. 

This man Peter had within him a message that was 

able to save not only Cornelius but all of his household. 

Listen, this is what our prejudices blind us from. 

We withhold the powerful truth that is implanted into 

all of our hearts who are saved, we have the message 

that allows a person to respond and find salvation. 

But when you are ruled by religious elitism then you 

never get to share this wonderful life changing 

message that has been entrusted to the Church, to us. 

These people, who Peter would naturally have written 

off just because of their race, were now sitting on the 

edge of their seat ready to listen. 
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Once again they set a wonderful example of how our 

hearts should be each week to receive the Word of 

God. 

Perhaps you remember the story of Moses, when he 

was out tending his father-in-law’s sheep in Midian. 

There he saw the Burning Bush, he approached it to 

hear the voice of our Lord, and this is what the Lord 

spoke to him that day… 

Ex 3:5-6 Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. 

Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where 

you stand is holy ground." 6 Moreover He said, "I am 

the God of your father — the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his 

face, for he was afraid to look upon God.  

Now, I would not tell you take off your shoes as you 

prepare your hearts to come to church each week. 

I am forever seared in my consciousness from my years 

of doing Jr. High ministry and taking them to camp, 

they would take off their shoes and it was devastating 

to the cabin’s atmosphere, so I forever have a phobia 

of unshod feet! 

Taking off our shoes is not the point here, but the 

point is reverence for our God and His Word, when we 

come to church and sit under God’s Word, there 

should be an awe and wonder about it all, and it 

deserves our full attention, and all of our hearts and 

minds. 
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We were challenged last time by these Gentile’s 

readiness to receive God’s Word, to ourselves ready 

our hearts, to be prepared each week to receive from 

God’s Holy Word. 

We live in such a fast paced society, running from this 

place to that, from here to there, our kids activities 

keep us going and going. 

And often times if we make it to church, we come 

sliding through the door maybe in the middle of 

worship, or after worship is done altogether, and we 

get it just to check off another thing. 

It is interesting I imagine if the movie theaters ever 

open up, and we want to go to be entertained for a 

couple hours, we would make sure we are early 

enough to get popcorn and Reese’s Pieces and in time 

to catch the early trailers and advertisements. 

Church oftentimes gets put behind everything else, 

and God gets leftovers, wherever we can fit Him in. 

Now, I know better to think that you all should be in 

awe of coming to hear me speak each week, that is 

ridiculous. 

But, if this is your church, and God has called you here 

to sit under the teaching of God’s Word, I will do my 

best to study and present God’s Word each week, I will 

preach and teach His Word, by the Power of His Spirit. 

But it all comes together wonderfully, if we commit to 

coming to church with ready and expectant hearts, 



21 | P a g e  

 

undistracted and ready to hear and obey whatever the 

Lord will speak to us. 

God is always faithful to speak, whatever your week’s 

burdens have been, your month’s troubles, your day’s 

questions, if you have ears ready to listen, and hearts 

ready to hear, God will speak. 

It is not my commentary that matters, but His Word, 

and here in our text, Peter explains that Cornelius and 

his household were ready and willing to receive the 

Word that God had given to Peter for them. 

Peter goes on now in verse 15…  

15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 

them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 Then I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, 'John 

indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.'  17 If therefore God gave them 

the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand 

God?"  

Peter had a few days to prepare this sermon, to pray 

and develop his message to these Gentiles. 

And after all the preparation, Peter did not even get to 

finish the whole thing, as he spoke, they were ready, 

he shared the Gospel, and they believed, and the Holy 

Spirit fell upon them. 

And Peter ends his defense here by turning those of 

the Circumcision Party to the Word of God. 
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Peter knew better then to let his own experience alone 

be the validation for these events, Peter had to point 

to the Authority of the Word. 

Jesus said that he would be baptized in the Holy Spirit, 

Peter and the Jewish Disciples experienced it and now 

so have the Gentiles. 

The Holy Spirit is our proof, the seal, the assurance of 

our salvation…. 

2 Cor. 5:5 Now He who has prepared us for this very 

thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a 

guarantee. 

Sometimes someone will say to me, “Pastor, I just feel 

so bad about the sins I am struggling with, I feel like 

Jesus has abandoned me, I feel like I am not even 

saved.” 

They will say, “I went to a party with my friends, I went 

with the intentions of not doing anything, I just wanted 

to hang out, I started drinking, and I knew I should 

stop, I knew I shouldn’t have been there, and I had 

such a struggle within myself, I just feel so terrible.” 

And at that I get to say, “listen it sounds like to me, the 

Holy Spirit is working in your life, speaking to you, 

leading you on the path you should be on.” 

“You messed up, but you have that inner working, that 

inner speaking of the Holy Spirit guiding you, 

convicting you, and correcting you.” 
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That is the guarantee of our salvation, that we have 

this Promised Helper. 

Now, it would be terrible if you were caught up in 

those things with no remorse or inner speaking against 

them, then I would worry about your salvation. 

If you can sin, and be comfortable in sin, and you have 

no remorse over your sin, then your salvation is 

definitely questionable, because the guarantee is that 

we will have the Holy Spirit working in us and through 

us. 

He is our promise, and the Jews received the Promise 

on Pentecost, and He had been working in the church 

from that point on, but now He was working beyond 

the Jews, and this was an important Truth Peter is 

pointing out here. 

Remember the promise that Jesus left the disciples 

with… 

Acts 1:8 "But you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 

to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the end of the earth."  

Peter and the disciples obeyed and tarried in Jerusalem 

and waited, and the Promise of the Holy Spirit fell 

upon them and in turn they were witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in Judea, it took some tugging, but they 

eventually got to Samaria, and Jews were coming to 

Jesus in droves. 
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But the next part of the commission was to preach the 

Gospel to the goyim or the nations, the Gentiles, and 

Peter has, and the Promise of the Holy Spirit confirmed 

the work there as well. 

It is exactly as Jesus has proclaimed it should be. 

Peter is giving the Biblical Structure for his defense in 

going to the home of a Gentile, Jesus had instructed it, 

and he was simply obeying the Word. 

What a blessing Peter did this here, he didn’t just share 

a powerful emotional testimonial about his experience 

to validate the move of God’s Spirit. 

The event that took place was indeed powerful and 

emotional, but more importantly it was Biblical, it was 

based upon Jesus’ Words. 

And because Peter’s defense was based not solely on 

the power of the event, but also the Biblical Basis of 

the event, we will see next it changed the heart of 

those who had challenged Peter when he arrived back 

into Jerusalem… 

Let’s end with verse 18 now…  

18 When they heard these things they became silent; 

and they glorified God, saying, "Then God has also 

granted to the Gentiles repentance to life."  

And here is what is supposed to happen when we 

allow the Word of God to address our prejudices. 
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Our hearts are supposed to change, those who we are 

biased against are not the ones that need to change; it 

is our heart that needs to be dealt with. 

We should be rejoicing in what the Lord is doing in 

other people’s lives, even if they are people we would 

not normally care about, we can rejoice in what the 

Lord is doing. 

And the Lord is going to use this event here at the 

home of Cornelius to launch into a world changing 

ministry to the Gentiles, the Goyim, or the Nations. 

The ministry is still taking place today. 

We are going to see this in the upcoming chapters, the 

church will move to Antioch and beyond. 

Understand something, Peter was willing to let God 

change his views and prejudices, and we must be meek 

and humble enough to admit that we have pretty 

messed up views on other people, owning up to it, is 

the first step, admitting it, confessing it as sin, and 

asking the Lord to help us overcome it. 

When this happens, great things will take place, when 

we can look at every race as the human race, then age, 

education, job, social status, economic status, and 

political status becomes a non-issue in our attempts to 

reach them for Christ. 

Church may we like our God, showing no partiality to 

anyone, and be welcoming to all who would come here 
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seeking to find answers and seeking the Truth about 

our God. 

Listen this world is shaking up, things are rumbling, 

people are growing anxious, our once comfortable and 

stable lives, are now unpredictable and changing 

constantly. 

Evil is on the prowl, darkness is boldly showing its face 

in historic ways, and now is the time for the church to 

ready themselves for a great and sacrificial work. 

I believe in the near future God’s People are going to 

have an opportunity to reach further, and many more 

than ever before for Jesus. 

I believe we are in the last days, and the Spirit is 

readying the Church for final Great Outreach, a final 

gathering. 

But for this to happen, our hearts first need to be dealt 

with and readied for this opportunity, may there not 

be a hint of prejudice in our hearts, may we reach and 

love people radically, take chances on people we 

would never usually take chances on. 

And as God works out our hearts, and readies us, may 

we be bolder than ever, and rise to the calling of our 

day. 

Church, Christians historically have risen to meet the 

challenge in every age, this is now our chance, our 

opportunity to shine for our God. 
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Phil 2:12-13 …work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both 

to will and to do for His good pleasure.  

We must ready our hearts first, and worry about us 

being in the right, before we can effectively reach 

others. 

This is so important to keep at the forefront of our 

hearts and minds, our hearts need to be corrected 

first, and then we can reach with the heart of our God. 

If you are a Christian this morning, and there are some 

things God is working out in your heart this morning, 

respond to Him, come up and get prayer, leave it here 

at the altar in prayer. 

We are here for you this morning, whatever your 

prayer needs are, please come forward during this last 

song and be ministered too. 

Please if you do not know Jesus, the first step is 

responding to Him in faith, during this last song, please 

come up and pray with one of these men who will be 

standing up here, and come to Jesus this morning, and 

join yourself to the family of God and the Work of the 

Lord. 

Let’s pray…  


