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Acts 11:19-30 

The Antioch Christians 

Good morning Church… it is so wonderful to be here 

with you today. 

I just want to remind you, that Tuesday is a very 

important day for our country. 

We get to vote, some of us voted early, but if you have 

not voted, it is important that you do on Tuesday. 

Remember you can register at the polling place if you 

are not registered to vote. 

No excuses, so much is riding on this, and we get to 

participate in the direction of our country. 

Now, with that being said, would like to put out a word 

of caution to you this morning.  

The Word of God says this… 1 Thess. 5:16-18 

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in 

everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.  

Now, notice Paul did not say “in some things give 

thanks,” or “in most things,” or “give thanks when 

things go your way.” 

Now, especially if you have children, those little eyes 

watching you, we must live our life with this 

confidence, that no matter what happens, God is still 

sovereign and very much in control. 
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If your candidate wins or loses, nothing changes for us 

as a church, we still serve God’s purposes, even if 

things are not as we hoped in our human 

understanding. 

I remember being a kid when Bill Clinton won the 

presidency, and the church freaked out, as a child, I 

thought it was the end of the world, I was scared, I was 

certain my parents worry meant doom for my life. 

But the world did not come crashing down, the same 

kind of scare happened in the church, when Obama 

won. 

And I know our world is in a different place, and the 

divide is even more vehement, but our God has not 

changed, and whatever happens we are to trust Him, 

and we are to give thanks. 

Let those around you see your complete trust and faith 

in our True King Jesus. 

Sure go out and vote, this is right and good, but our 

true allegiance can never be fully invested into a man, 

we serve the living God. 

I imagine one candidate will make things more difficult 

for us as a church, but the church has only flourished 

during adversity historically. 

Everything that takes place must go through the hands 

of our God first, and sometimes we are tempted to 

gage His goodness by our own well-being, and how 

comfortable we are. 
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I don’t know about you, but I have never been more 

excited to be a Christian then now, we are in a day 

where God is sifting and sorting through His Church, 

testing our faith, refining us. 

We are in the midst of a historic battle between Good 

and Evil, and it has never been more clearer than it is 

today on who is living for Righteousness and who is 

living for Selfishness. 

Dark and Light are being pushed to each side, no more 

are lines blurred, and no longer is Lukewarm an option. 

The line is in the sand, and people must choose, Truth 

or the Lie. 

Church this is a historic moment, and we cannot, we 

must not let fear impact us, or drive our lives, we must 

stand firm on God’s Word, and Trust in His promises, 

and be thankful always, for all things, because we 

know how it all ends. 

Church, Jesus is coming soon for us, and the days 

before the Rapture are not supposed to get better. 

I was chatting with one of my friends in Russia this 

week, and she said the Russian people have a sense of 

hopelessness about them too, from all that is 

happening in the world. 

This uncertainty is worldwide right now, the world is 

priming itself for a world leader to come into to play. 
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We rejoiced that one day, hopefully soon, we will be 

with our King for all eternity, and we will all be 

together. 

And then, after the Rapture, the Antichrist will rise to 

power, when that which restrains is removed. 

You see as long as the church is on this earth, darkness 

will be opposed, we need to be removed first before 

darkness can fully be unleashed.  

In the meantime, no matter what happens this 

Tuesday, let’s not stop praying, may we never lose 

hope, and let’s keep our focus. 

Our ultimate goal is to bring as many people as 

possible with us into eternity. 

And this world’s agenda does not change that. 

So if our candidate wins or loses, we serve Christ.  

Well, let’s look to God’s Word this morning, as we 

continue our study through the Book of Acts, we will 

look at the second half of Acts Chapter 11, starting in 

verse 19… 

But let’s pray first… 

We have come to the final step of the Gospel being 

proclaimed to the Gentiles. 

Remember Peter was given a Vision, 3 times a sheet 

descended out of heaven with all kinds of clean and 

unclean creatures. 
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Peter was commanded by God to, “Rise, Kill and Eat.” 

Peter was horrified by it all, after-all he had always 

been a good Jew. 

Yet, God was working through Peter’s prejudices, and 

challenging his motives in ministry. 

Jesus had commanded the disciples to go to all the 

world with His Gospel, and it was not a mandate to 

reach the Jews all over the world for Christ, but all 

mankind. 

The Apostle John was the one who penned Jesus’ 

Words…  John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

Whoever in God’s Great Creation places their faith in 

Jesus Christ will be saved from eternal punishment, 

and brought into eternal life. 

The world must know about this Good News, the 

Gospel. 

The Vision prepared Peter’s heart for the next mission, 

as God reminded him, that whatever God has cleansed 

no man can call unclean. 

There was a Gentile Roman Centurion in Caesarea that 

God would break ground with. 

Jesus during His own years of ministry had some 

wonderful encounters with centurions as well. 
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So God started there, and this man was no heathen, he 

was known for his devout character and his fear of 

God. 

His heart was wide open to hear and receive the 

message of Grace. 

Peter could hardly finish his sermon before the Holy 

Spirit fell upon the whole household of Cornelius, and 

it was there that Peter know understood something 

about our God. 

We humans separate ourselves into certain groups, by 

our race or many other differences. 

But that day, Peter knew that with God there was no 

partiality, God did not see the Jewish race as any 

different as an Italian man, all of humanity now related 

to Him through His Son Jesus. 

This was an incredibly historic breakthrough. 

But last week we saw that some from the Mother 

Church in Jerusalem were skeptical about it all, and 

they challenged Peter on this new way within the Way. 

Peter gave his defense of the Vision given to him by 

the Lord, and spoke of the emotional and exciting 

encounter at the Home of Cornelius, and confirmed his 

defense with the Word of God, and the Words of Jesus. 

And we were reminded that every mighty move of God 

must be confirmed by the Word, and cannot be based 

upon emotion alone. 
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Now, this was an incredible breakthrough, but the next 

phase of ministry would prove to just be too much for 

Peter to spear head. 

Those deeply engrained Jewish roots were going to 

prove to be too much for him to overcome. 

Peter was used profoundly in the home of a God-

fearing Gentile. 

But this outreach to the Gentiles was going to be much 

more challenging than that. 

You see it is one thing to share the Gospel to a cultured 

man, who lives decently, morally and has some 

understanding and leaning toward truth. 

But it is another thing to bring the Gospel to the 

debased, perverse heathens that were all over the 

Roman Empire. 

The challenge was too much for the Jewish fisherman 

from Galilee, God has another tool in His tool box that 

has been prepared just for this moment. 

A man who born a Jew, a Greek by culture, and a 

Roman by citizenship, Saul of Tarsus. 

And for the most part, this next chapter of Church 

History will follow his exploits, as he takes the Church’s 

reach much further than the Jewish forefathers could 

have ever taken it. 
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Let’s see how this all starts here in verse 19 as the 

narrative now shifts away from Peter to Barnabas, 

then to Saul…    

Barnabas and Saul at Antioch 

19 Now those who were scattered after the 

persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 

Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to 

no one but the Jews only. 20 But some of them were 

men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had 

come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching 

the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with 

them, and a great number believed and turned to the 

Lord.  

Luke, the writer of Acts keeps coming back to the 

historic moment of Stephen’s death as the first martyr. 

Here is it referenced again as the moment that God 

used to push the influence of the church out of 

Jerusalem 

I cannot emphasize enough this morning, that no 

matter what happens on Tuesday, good or bad in your 

thinking, God will use whatever outcome is to further 

His cause. 

Church, imagine the fear and ominous dread that came 

over the early church when Stephen’s death occurred, 

and the persecution of Saul began. 

They had only simply decided to follow Jesus as their 

Lord and Savior, they meant no harm to their fellow 
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man, and in fact the purest good on this earth comes 

from those transformed by the Grace of God. 

And yet vicious hostility, cruel and unjust wrath came 

upon these first followers of Jesus. 

Remember back in… Acts 8:1 

 Now Saul was consenting to his death. 

At that time a great persecution arose against the 

church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 

scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 

Samaria, except the apostles. 

The church was doing well in Jerusalem, many Jews 

were coming to faith in Jesus, yet the movement was 

getting comfortable in Judaism, and would not go 

beyond the Holy City in its attempts to reach people 

for Christ. 

But when Stephen died, and the murderous Saul was 

set loose on the church, the church may have been 

tempted to think as quickly as things begin it was now 

about to end, this was it. 

But as they fled, and as they journeyed to other 

regions, God took what Satan meant for evil, and 

turned it into something for His Good. 

Persecution was used to build God’s Church, instead of 

the enemy destroying the work, it spread the hot 

embers burning within their hearts abroad, and fires 

begin to spread all over the Roman Empire. 
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Church, understand we like our comforts, we are 

appalled by the idea that a day might come where we 

cannot recline in our easy chairs every night, and then 

drift off to sleep in our feather beds. 

This is what frightens us the most, our comfort and 

well-being being taken from us, and yet, often times 

God needs to strip them in order for us to get busy 

about His business. 

This is what happened in the early church, and God has 

used this tactic all throughout history. 

Our comforts are not guaranteed to us in this life, it is 

in the next life that we find a final rest. 

The word here in verse 19 “scattered” is the word 

diaspeiro (dee-as-pi'-ro) which means to sow 

throughout, to scatter abroad. 

Saul was used in more way then one to engineer the 

first mission’s movement. 

His harshness in the beginning caused this scattering as 

a sower would sow a seed in his field, throwing them 

broadly. 

The Gospel went out through Philip who was spread 

out to the Samaritans. 

Then Saul got saved on the Road to Damascus and 

then he began to be persecuted himself in Jerusalem, 

causing him to move from city to city, until he made it 
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home to Tarsus where he has been inactive n the 

narrative for some years. 

Now, all those who were being scattered were still 

primarily preaching to the Jews in other regions. 

But we see something interesting happens here in 

Antioch, some men from Cyprus and Cyrene preached 

to the Hellenists, or the Greek speaking and Cultured 

people in Antioch, and they preached Jesus to them. 

Now, this is neat here, these men who were preaching, 

were not Apostles or Deacons, but just ordinary men 

whose faith had been refined by their incredible trials 

and persecution, and scattered abroad. 

So we have seen a progression in Acts, first the 

Apostles preached, then deacons who were also 

evangelists went, and now these men with no titles, 

filled with the same Spirit, are empowered to preach. 

Antioch of Syria was on the Orontes River, about 300 

miles from Jerusalem and 20 miles east from the 

Mediterranean Sea, and we see this is some incredible 

distance now taking place during this scattering. 

During the first century, Antioch was the 3rd largest city 

in the known world, behind Rome and Alexandria. 

Five cultures were mixed within it, the Greek of course, 

Roman, Semitic, Arab, and Persian. 
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The Jews were about one-seventh of the city’s 

population and had permission to legally follow their 

own laws within their precincts.  

Antioch was famous for chariot racing and for its 

pursuit of worldly comforts and debased pleasure. 

I wonder if we this morning can think of a culture that 

is consumed with sports and entertainment and that is 

a melting pot of different cultures? Sounds like 

California to me. 

So these faithful believers, who had this refined faith, 

came to this heathen city with the powerful Gospel 

message, and lives were being changed. 

This was much different than preaching to a Cornelius 

who was seeking God. 

These men and women were degenerates and perhaps 

did not even know their need for a Savior, they loved 

their sin, and they loved their lifestyle, and yet as the 

preaching of the Gospel begin to sweep through the 

city they begin to realize how empty and shallow their 

lives were. 

Now, back in chapter 6 we read about the Hellenized 

Jews, and here we see something amazing, these were 

not Hellenized Jews, but those from Antioch who were 

Hellenized, these were Gentiles who were influenced 

by the Greek Culture. 
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Now, think of the shift that is taking place in the 

Church, Peter had just opened the door officially to the 

Gentiles, the story perhaps spreading far and wide. 

And we have these ordinary Christians, there in the 

midst of outright paganism and perversion. 

And they think to themselves, “Hey, I wonder what 

might happen if we preach this message to people 

other than Jews.” 

And they step out in faith, and God uses them in a 

spectacular way. 

Think of Jonathan and his armor bearer when the 

Philistines had put a garrison close to them. 

Then Jonathan told his armor bearer  1 Sam 14:6 

"Come, let us go over to the garrison of these 

uncircumcised; it may be that the Lord will work for us. 

For nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or 

by few."  

They stepped out in faith, and God granted them an 

incredible victory that day. 

Here in Antioch, these men from Cyprus and Cyrene, 

looked out at their pagan culture and said, “What if we 

preach Christ to them, let’s see what God will do.” 

My wife and I have always had a desire to see what a 

Bible teaching church could do in neighborhood like 

ours here in Victorville, you know, many today when 

they set out to plant a church in America, they look for 
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nice suburbs or high to middle class neighborhoods, to 

get a demographic that will tithe well, where they can 

get a comfortable and well-dressed congregation. 

And Jess and I always wondered if we took this verse 

by verse model, and went into the more needed areas 

if God would do a transformative work in the area. 

Now, the story is still being written here at Calvary 

Chapel Victorville, and there is a lot of work to do, but I 

think God is using His Word in this neighborhood in a 

powerful way. 

“Let’s see what God will do,” is a wonderful way to 

live, because God always seems to do more than we 

could ever hope, dream or imagine, He takes our 

human planning, and just shows off sometimes, and 

takes the work well beyond anything we can take 

credit for. 

In Antioch, these faith filled men were met in their 

work by the hand of God, and we are told in verse 21 

that a great number of Gentiles believed and turned to 

the Lord Jesus. 

They turned from their sinful passions, their idolatry, 

and heathen way of life to Jesus. 

Please understand something about this Gospel 

message that we all carry within our hearts and minds, 

if we share it with faith and expectation, even in our 

pagan society, God’s Power will be released. 
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Paul declared in Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 

for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also 

for the Greek. 

1 Cor. 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness 

to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.  

Remember Jesus promised the disciples that Power 

would fall on them, as they witnessed for Him in 

Jerusalem, all Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth. 

The Spirit had come upon these believers in Antioch.  

There is power in the Name of Jesus, and when we are 

faithful to lift up the Name of Jesus, there will be 

power to change people’s hearts, the power to save 

will go out. 

The people in Antioch are being saved, pagans 

converted and transformed. 

The last point I want to hit on here, is anyone can 

preach Jesus and see this power unleashed, you don’t 

need a title, and you don’t need to be a pastor. 

When you are excited to share Jesus with others, when 

we allow God to build this passion and fire within us, it 

soon becomes hard to contain. 
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Listen, maybe you have never shared the Name of 

Jesus with anyone, maybe your co-workers and friends 

have no idea that you are a Christian. 

Maybe God has been tugging on your heart to share 

with those around you. 

It all starts with letting them know… God does the 

rest… 

Listen, you take the step of faith in your workplace to 

let your co-workers know, sure it will be difficult at 

first. 

When they are all gawking at the woman walking by, 

turn away, when they ask you why, tell them, “I am a 

Christian, and I love my wife.” 

Yes you will be the prude and perhaps the laughing 

stock for a while, and they will test your faith, and it 

will be very hard at first. 

But eventually, after time they will see that your 

beliefs are real and firm, and something will begin to 

happen. 

The guy going through his divorce will pull you aside, 

and say something like, “hey man, will you pray for me, 

I am going through a hard time.” 

Or the guy who gets a terrible diagnosis from the 

doctor will find you in the breakroom, and he will ask 

you for answers about the afterlife. 



17 | P a g e  

 

They will challenge you on what their misconceptions 

about the Bible are, and this is great, because little do 

they know, as they are inquiring about what the Bible 

says, and you are responding to them, God’s Word will 

go forth. 

And there is nothing more powerful and effective in 

impacting those around us then the Bible. 

But you see your first step, is often the hardest, but 

once you let them know that you are a Christian, then 

it is on, you will quickly see those whose hearts are 

being worked on by God. 

The more you share however, the more your passion 

will increase, the more that fire burns within. 

And listen to me, when God uses you to lead your first 

heathen co-worker or friend to the Lord, well there is 

nothing greater in this life, then watching someone 

pray to receive Christ and watching the Gospel change 

their lives. 

It all gets exciting, once you let them know, and oh 

they will challenge you, but you see this is good too, 

because you will find yourself studying like never 

before, you will be searching for answers, wanting to 

be ready to give an answer and a defense for our faith. 

If you want to unlock the most exciting time in your 

Christian walk, let the people around you know, not 

just on social media, that is a place barriers are harder 
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to hurdle, but those people who surround you in real 

life, not this virtual fake life. 

So the fire ignites in Antioch among the Gentiles, and 

word of it all travels back to Jerusalem again… 

Starting now in verse 22… 

22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the 

church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go 

as far as Antioch. 23 When he came and had seen the 

grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all 

that with purpose of heart they should continue with 

the Lord. 24 For he was a good man, full of the Holy 

Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were 

added to the Lord.  

So, without Apostles, Pastors, or any noted leadership, 

we have a Church in Antioch, and it is growing, and the 

news of this immense outpouring comes back to the 

Apostles. 

They decided to send Barnabas, who was a Hellenistic 

Jew himself. 

Remember this man was known as the Son of 

Encouragement, and he lived up to that name every 

time he comes upon the pages of scripture.  

And here he does what he does best, and came 

alongside the believers and encouraged them in their 

relationship with the Lord. 
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And every time we come to this man, it reminds me to 

thank all of you encouragers within our Church, quite 

literally it would be impossible without you, you know 

who you are, who God has gifted in this gift of helps 

and encouragement. 

Now, those in Antioch had been believers sometime, 

before Barnabas could have gotten there, there were 

not trains or automobiles, and most likely he walked 

the 300 miles. 

So the initial excitement of their early faith may have 

been waning a little by the time the Son of 

Encouragement arrived. 

I know personally, God sends an encourager often 

when I am at the end of my rope, and thoughts of 

doubt come pouring in. 

No doubt, Barnabas had divine purposes of uplifting 

the Body there. 

They needed this encouragement to stay the course, to 

continue on this journey of faith. 

You know when we first received the Lord, and our 

salvation was in its infancy, we have tons of emotion 

and feelings driving us, excitement and expectation. 

The relief of our burdens being lifted and this new 

found freedom are life changing. 
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But overtime, those things fade, and although we do 

not forget those exciting first moments, we soon learn 

that we cannot base our faith on how we feel. 

We soon find out there is an adversary, and a battle 

being waged. 

The Joy of the Lord is our strength, but a sense of 

reality also hits us. 

And this is why this is so important, this is why Church 

is super important for us. 

We desperately need one another, we need to be in 

fellowship with one another. 

There are so many things that come at us in life, and 

we are not meant to take this journey of faith alone. 

And when we are among other Christians, that is 

where we are encouraged, the Barnabas’ among us do 

their thing, and it give us what we need to keep on. 

I must say, I am worried about those who have 

become accustom to the live feed, I fear many will not 

be back, some have told me so. 

To those of you who are choosing to remain away from 

fellowship, please make an effort to reach out and be 

in communication with other believers. 

Satan loves to get us while we are in isolation, and 

there is this weird thing that begins to happen, those 

who choose to stay away, overtime begin to get upset 
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with the church, because they are alone, and they 

think the church has forgotten about them. 

This is a lie, we are here, we love you, and we want to 

hear from you. 

But we are here, we are available, we are not isolating, 

so please know if you are feeling depression, doubt, 

and rejection in your emotions, reach out immediately, 

if you can come to church, you desperately need to be 

fellowship. 

The longer you isolate and stay away, the easier it will 

be to stay isolated and away indefinitely.  

So Barnabas is sent to lift up these new believers, and 

we see things attributed to his character that would be 

great for young believers, he was a “Good man, full of 

the Holy Spirit and faith.” 

Others perhaps would have gone to Antioch and tried 

to institutionalize the church there, make more like 

their tastes, more religious, more Jewish like, but not 

Barnabas, he recognized God is doing something, and 

he simply encourages them, and with encouragement, 

more people are added to the Lord. 

Today, many are tempted when God begins a new 

work to criticize and critique according to the way they 

are used too. 

And this quickly hinders the work that God wants to 

do. 



22 | P a g e  

 

They want to stifle the work of the Spirit, by correcting 

things according to man’s thinking, and I have been 

guilty of being in that group. 

But I have learned overtime, that when God’s Spirit is 

moving in a person’s heart or in a group of people, in a 

particular direction, it is best to encourage them, and 

let God lead them. 

I have been under church leaders in past ministries 

who have to micromanage ever single detail of what is 

happening in the church. 

But the ministry can bear so much more fruit with 

encouragement instead of critique. 

Personally, I love to watch God use people in their 

callings, and I get excited to see God use other people. 

Some are jealous or threatened by God moving in a 

new direction, and if they only knew that 

encouragement would allow them to partake in the 

fruit of what God is doing in others, it would change 

their outlook. 

Barnabas encourages these young believers, and the 

church grows further. 

And Barnabas soon realizes that the ministry is getting 

beyond him and his abilities, he needs someone with 

different gifting. 
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Barnabas being a man full of the Spirit, was humble 

enough to admit his limitations, he was not ambitious 

at all to be the Pastor of this new thriving church. 

Who could help him? Goodness, Stephen would have 

been perfect for this new work, but he was in Glory 

now, so Barnabas remembers Saul, a man with a great 

deal of culture and education, a man with a zeal and an 

energy that can keep up with the pace of ministry. 

They had not seen one another in about 8 years, but 

Barnabas no doubt begin to pray about this next step 

of faith… 

Then in verse 25 we read…   

25 Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. 26 

And when he had found him, he brought him to 

Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they 

assembled with the church and taught a great many 

people. And the disciples were first called Christians in 

Antioch.  

Barnabas went to seek him out diligently. 

Saul’s time in Tarsus were his silent years, but during 

that time doubt God was schooling him and preparing 

him for the great work ahead. 

Some think that it was in this season of preaching 

where Saul received five sets of thirty nine stripes at 

the hands of the synagogue officials and experience 

much persecution at the hands of the Jews. 
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Perhaps where he was humbled in his hometown of 

Tarsus, rejected by his own family, he said in Phil 3:8 

Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence 

of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 

have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 

rubbish, that I may gain Christ  

This also may be the time in his life where he was 

caught up into the third heaven as mentioned in 2 Cor. 

12. 

He wrote in Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; 

it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 

life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 

of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  

Saul was humbled, matured, and full of the knowledge 

of Christ. 

Saul had an immense scriptural knowledge, he studied 

under the great Gamaliel, and his Bible knowledge was 

exercised and used mightily there in Antioch with 

these Gentile believers. 

And soon in our Studies of Acts, we will see something 

wonderful from the Son of Encouragement, Barnabas 

will slide out of the prominent place, and allow God to 

use Saul, who would become Paul. 

The Story begins with Barnabas and Saul, and will 

become Paul and Barnabas, and it will stay that way to 

the end. 



25 | P a g e  

 

And it was there in Antioch that a new name was born 

for the followers of Jesus Christ, and the name given in 

Antioch would stick, and from here on out the 

believers will be known as Christians, and that is a title 

given to millions ever since. 

It is thought that it was given to them by the Gentiles 

there in Antioch as a derogatory term. 

It was a combo of Greek and Latin, but it meant that 

they were followers of Christ, little Christs, and as God 

often does, He takes what the haters and enemies 

meant for evil, and He uses if for good. 

There is now no greater title that can be given to a 

person under heaven than that of Christian. 

And in eternity there will be no higher honor given to 

us, than that of being a Christian. 

They have been referred to as disciples, believers, the 

church, and here in this group of mixed people, Jews 

and Gentiles, the outsiders didn’t know what to call 

them, so they called them by their God’s Name. 

It is a wonderful name, Christian, a name of which we 

should seek to be worthy to be called by. 

Kent Hughes tells a story… “That Alexander the Great 

once learned that in his army was a namesake, another 

Alexander, who was a notorious coward. “Alexander 

the Great, who conquered the world when he was just 

twenty-three, called the soldier before him and said, ‘Is 

your name Alexander and are you named for me?’ The 
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trembling coward said, ‘Yes, sir. My name is Alexander 

and I was named for you.’ The great general said, ‘Then 

either be brave or change your name!’ ” Fortunately, 

Christ does not say that to us, but he does exhort us to 

be who we are—to live out our calling in faithful, 

obedient service. Hughes p. 162  

Paul said in Eph. 4:1 I, …, beseech you to walk worthy 

of the calling with which you were called, 

If you wear this name Christian, walk in this world as a 

Christian.  

So we will end with verses 27-30… 

Relief to Judea 

27 And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to 

Antioch. 28 Then one of them, named Agabus, stood 

up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be 

a great famine throughout all the world, which also 

happened in the days of Claudius Caesar. 29 Then the 

disciples, each according to his ability, determined to 

send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. 30 This 

they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of 

Barnabas and Saul. 

The prophet Agabus arrives and speaks of a coming 

great famine, which came about, so we know he was 

not a false prophet. 

The prophetic word prompted the church here in 

Antioch to send an offering to Judea to assist in their 

time of need. 
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This is the fruit of them growing spiritually and 

materially. 

This was Christian love in action as they heard of the 

need and distress of their brethren, they knew what 

their responsibility to do was. 

James 4:17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good 

and does not do it, to him it is sin.  

The Church in Antioch found joy in their giving, and 

gladly helped. 

They started thinking beyond themselves, and they 

wanted to help others. 

We see this natural progression happened there in 

Antioch. 

First, they were evangelized by ordinary Christians, and 

God’s Hand moved mightily. 

And for us wherever we go, we too should be a witness 

for our God, and expect Him to move in the lives 

around us. 

The next part of the progression in the church 

development there in Antioch was that God sent an 

encourager, to remind them to stay the course. 

And we all need encouragement in our walk, we need 

the church, we need one another… 

The third thing we saw in this growing church was that 

they needed to be strengthened in God’s Word, and 

we all need this until the day we go into glory, the 



28 | P a g e  

 

continual study of God’s Word is the life blood of our 

journey of faith. 

And that brings about the last part of the progression, 

we move out in obedience to the Word, and what 

Jesus is speaking to us, a mature church looks out into 

this world that is in great need and has a heart to reach 

out, and too help others. 

All of these things cause any group of people to be 

seen as Christ-like. 

Christian may your heart’s desire be for the world to 

see you as Christ-like and faithful. 

Maybe you are not a Christian yet, the Gospel message 

brought to Antioch in the first century is the same as it 

is today. 

Jesus Christ died for you, a sinner, He died and rose 

again, and He offers you a new life, a cleansed life. 

Respond to Him today, there is going to be men up 

here during this last song, please come up and pray 

with one of them to receive Christ as your Lord and 

Savior. 

Let’s pray…  


