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Acts 14 

Press On! 

Well, good morning Church. 

I hope your Christmas was blessed, ours was for sure. 

We went to grandma’s house after church on 

Christmas Eve so the kids could open their presents 

from Grandma and Grandpa. 

My mother has a tradition to read the Christmas Story 

to the Grandkids before they open presents. 

And she got them all settled down ready to listen. 

And there is Freedom, Grandma read the first page of 

the story, and how baby Jesus would come 

miraculously to Mary and Joseph. 

And Freedom jumps up, and shouts, “And Baby Jesus 

grows up, the end, let’s open presents.” 

He takes after his mother. 

Anyway, it was a good time, I hope yours was. 

Well, I have a little bit of family business for us as a 

church to discuss before we get into the text this 

morning. 

We were given a notice a little over a week ago, and I 

wanted to get through Christmas before I brought it 

before you. 

But we were informed that our Governor has set up 

Executive Orders for which we are in violation. 
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The notice informs us that violation of our Governors 

orders is a crime punishable by a fine or imprisonment 

or both. 

The notice informs us that there are various 

enforcement arms that have the ability to come 

against anyone who violates these orders. 

No, we are not in Communist China, but we surely are 

heading in that direction. 

This is a blatant violation of our Constitutional rights, 

and it violates the rulings of the Supreme Court, and 

the 9th circuit court, and other rulings in California. 

We have entered into a troubling time, as the 

Governor is acting now outside of his authority, and 

currently there is not much being done about it. 

So we are faced with a decision as a church of course. 

Now, some believe that Christians are called to be 

pacifists and to lay down and let the government 

dictate what we are and are not allowed to do. 

But I certainly do not see that in scripture, nor do I see 

this throughout church history. 

To be clear, we do have a representation and there are 

law firms that are defending churches during this 

constitutional crisis. 

But it is becoming increasingly clear that the church in 

California is under attack. 
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There are alarming things coming down the pike, and 

know the attacks are only going to increase. 

The enemies at large plan on coming after churches 

like ours for terrible lies, one of which being that we 

are guilty of propagating white nationalism, among 

other lies. 

The democrat party, if Biden ends up in the White 

House is demanding that he goes after the church on 

many false pretenses.  

Understand those who hate what is happening here do 

not care a thing for truth, they will lie, cheat and steal, 

because they are of their father the devil. 

What I ask of you this morning, is for you all to pray of 

course, that is where the battle is truly won, in our 

prayers. 

I know a handful of you ladies got together over Zoom 

this last week, and had an incredible time of prayer, 

please keep doing that, that will be how the church 

prevails. 

Also, in conjunction with your prayers, I want to ask 

you to stand with your church. 

I keep asking myself, “Why would they single our little 

church out?” 

And I believe it is because the work we are doing here 

in Old Town is having an incredible impact against the 
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powers of darkness that roam this hurting part of our 

community. 

Stand with us, come to church, every week that this 

parking lot is full, we are making a statement, when 

the other churches are closed, parking lots are empty, 

there is life here, there is hope being preached here, 

and there is love and community taking place here. 

Church, the leadership is committed to preaching 

God’s Word week after week, if we ever do come to a 

day when they arrest me, there will be another to step 

up and preach. 

Personally, I do not believe we will ever come to that 

day, but we are not going anywhere if we do. 

We have a constitutional right to be here, a legal right, 

and more importantly, and above all that, God’s Word 

instructs us to gather together, and that is the greatest 

mandate in our lives as Christians. 

But listen, as we come to God’s Word now, we will see 

that we are not a unique case at all, from the earliest 

missions movement, the Church has had severe 

opposition. 

And this morning the Apostle Paul and Barnabas they 

set the tone and example that we are too follow, even 

if we are faced with this in our own lives. 

We are to follow Jesus, even if none follow with us, 

right? No turning back, no turning back. 
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God is our strong tower, fortress when we are weak. 

And I do want to make this very important point. 

We are not rebelling for the sake of being rebels, we 

simply believe that the church is essential, and there 

are many who depend on their church family, and their 

walks with the Lord are strengthened through the 

fellowship here. 

Many are drug addicts, some suffer from depression 

and loneliness, and others are even struggling with 

suicide and hopelessness. 

The cost of closing is greater than the cost of staying 

open. 

So let’s pray, and we will get into our study this 

morning. 

So remember now, we are in the midst of Paul’s first 

missionary journey as we come into Acts Chapter 14. 

Paul was sent out by the church in Antioch Syria, he 

traveled to Cyprus, to Perga, and then to Pamphylia, 

and eventually he came to Antioch Pisidia where we 

left off last time in Chapter 13. 

Remember it was there that he preached a powerful 

sermon that stirred many hearts, and stirred them in 

many different ways. 

Remember his preaching caused such a stir that almost 

the whole city turned out for church to hear him. 
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There was a buzz in the city because of Paul’s faithful 

preaching of God’s Word. 

People are drawn to Truth, if we are faithful to preach 

Truth, God will be faithful to bring people to hear His 

Truth. 

We saw last time that although many were drawn to 

hearing the Truth, they still needed too, individually 

each make a decision to follow Christ. 

God will not force anyone into being Born Again, man 

has complete free will, and every man and woman 

alive must choose to accept or reject God’s offer of 

salvation. 

Your kid’s faith cannot save you, your wife’s faith, or 

your grandmother’s faith cannot save you. 

You must choose for yourself, and in turn, we cannot 

save our children, our spouse, or anyone, it has to be a 

work of God, and them responding to that Work. 

I had a drunk one time hug me, and said in his slurred 

speech, “Gary you saved me.” 

And that was the problem, Gary cannot save anyone, it 

has to be a work of God, and a response by each 

individual person. 

God does the saving… No preacher and no ministry can 

do that. 

That will be illustrated for us this morning in this 

chapter. 
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So, many chose to come to faith in Antioch Pisidia. 

Then, remember, some of the prominent woman 

stirred up the chief men of the city at the request of 

the jealous Jews, and they ran Paul and Barnabas out 

of town to a place called Iconium. 

And that brings us to our text in Chapter 14…  

Let’s look now at the first 3 verses…  

At Iconium 

14:1 Now it happened in Iconium that they went 

together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke 

that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the 

Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up 

the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the 

brethren. 3 Therefore they stayed there a long time, 

speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness 

to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to 

be done by their hands. 

Now, remember Paul was always able to get an 

audience at the synagogue, as he used his education 

and reputation to get a speaking opportunity. 

We can picture Paul and Barnabas talking on the road 

to Iconium, “Well Paul, the Jews really did us bad at 

the last stop, maybe we should just hit up the 

Gentiles.” 

“Well, Barnabas, you remember our Lord’s command, 

Jerusalem first then the Gentiles, we need to give an 



8 | P a g e  

 

opportunity to the Jews first, then we go to the 

Gentiles.” 

And we can picture this kind of thing at every stop. 

Now, Iconium was approximately 60 miles southeast of 

Antioch of Pisidia.  

And we see the Spirit was moving once again as Paul 

began to preach. 

A great number of Jews and Gentiles were coming to 

faith in Jesus Christ. 

As Paul preached, a powerful Word was going forth, 

followed once again by signs and wonders, validating 

the Word spoken. 

And we can note here, as we have in other places, 

signs and wonders follow faithful believers, faithful 

believers are not to follow signs and wonders. 

Signs and wonders should never be the focus, but only 

a bi-product of faithful Christian preaching. 

We see here, that even with faithful preaching taking 

place, and power being manifested, we see Satan used 

the Jews once again to sow seeds of doubt. 

Verse 2 says they poisoned the people’s minds. 

This is still a very successful tactic that Satan uses 

today against the work here in the church. 



9 | P a g e  

 

He has his religious agents who whisper here, and 

whisper there, and places poisonous seeds of doubts in 

the people’s hearts and minds. 

They usually start off their work with the phrase, “Did 

you notice…” 

Did you notice the way she just wisped by you without 

saying hello? 

They tear down, instead of help build up, and they are 

in every church, these workers of unbelief. 

So the people were once again divided over the 

message of salvation, look starting in verse 4 now… 

4 But the multitude of the city was divided: part sided 

with the Jews, and part with the apostles. 5 And when 

a violent attempt was made by both the Gentiles and 

Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and stone them, 6 

they became aware of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, 

cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region. 7 And 

they were preaching the gospel there.  

Now, it is not surprising that the Gospel is so divisive. 

The Gospel always garners some kind of response or 

reaction. 

Jesus gave this warning before His death… 

Luke 12:49-53 "I came to send fire on the earth, and 

how I wish it were already kindled!  50 But I have a 

baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am 

till it is accomplished! (The Cross) 51 Do you suppose 
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that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, 

but rather division.  52 For from now on five in one 

house will be divided: three against two, and two 

against three.  53 Father will be divided against son 

and son against father, mother against daughter and 

daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her 

daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her 

mother-in-law."  

You see taking a position for Jesus Christ really is like 

drawing a line in the sand. 

When we come to the conclusion that this world is 

empty, and its pursuits endless and worthless, and we 

come to recognize that Christ is the True answer and 

solution for our lives, sure we are given peace with 

God, but we have made an enemy with this world and 

its systems. 

The decision oftentimes brings hardships, and 

sometimes, oftentimes this can even draw hard lines 

between family members. 

When a person finds Jesus it can even bring division in 

their own household, as their spouse finds no interest 

in spiritual matters. 

Church, bible reading, and praying can become difficult 

within the household, because of the opposition one 

receives.  
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Following Jesus of course is the right thing to do, even 

if it brings friction in our earthly relationships, Jesus 

told us this would happen. 

It is super important to stay engaged in Bible reading, 

in fellowshipping with other believers, and keep 

praying. 

Because you never know how God will use your 

witness, and you may very well win your spouse over 

to Christ. 

We are told in 1 Peter 3:1-5 Wives, likewise, be 

submissive to your own husbands, that even if some 

do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be 

won by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they 

observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 3 

Do not let your adornment be merely outward — 

arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine 

apparel —  4 rather let it be the hidden person of the 

heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and 

quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 

5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women 

who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being 

submissive to their own husbands, 

Wives are here challenged to through their character 

to witness to their unbelieving husbands.  

Men, we are called to love our wives with the Love of 

Christ, unconditionally, with an active engaging love. 
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Understand, some people try to preach endlessly to 

their spouses, but it will be through your actions that 

reach their heart. 

But, the main point here, is taking a stand for Christ 

will cause friction and division in this life, with family 

and even friends. 

I remember one of the first things I did in my early 

Christian walk, is I put a huge sticker on my back 

window of my work truck, it had John 3:16 on it. 

I got ridiculed of course. 

Then I started bringing my Bible to read at lunch, and 

boy did I get heckled. 

But it was neat, over time, as they began to 

understand that it was not just a phase, but this was 

the real me now. 

The ridicule became questions, and the questions over 

time turned into conversations, then incredibly enough 

conversions. 

And the conversions made all the ridicule worth it. 

So the city was divided about Jesus here, those who 

opposed stirred up anger against Paul and Barnabas. 

And they were actually going to murder them, by 

stoning. 

These missionaries were courageous men, but they 

were not stupid men, they knew when it was time to 

leave. 



13 | P a g e  

 

They went to Lystra and to Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, 

and to the surrounding region. 

Paul was tough as nails, as we will see later in the 

chapter, but there are times the Lord wants us to move 

on. 

Paul moved on here. 

Then starting in verse 8 we read now…  

Idolatry at Lystra 

8 And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his 

feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother's womb, 

who had never walked. 9 This man heard Paul 

speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that 

he had faith to be healed, 10 said with a loud voice, 

"Stand up straight on your feet!" And he leaped and 

walked.  

As they moved into Lystra, Paul has discernment 

enough to see that this crippled man was listening with 

faith. 

It is written here that Paul observed him intently. 

And we are told that, like Peter in Acts Chapter 3, Paul 

fixed his eyes upon him. 

This miracle almost being a duplicate of the miracle by 

the Gate Beautiful. 

This time instead of John and Peter, we have Paul and 

Barnabas. 
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Both times we see a terrible life-long lameness. 

Both times the healings were unsolicited, and in both 

encounters the crippled men were completely healed. 

There are some differences however, the first man 

being a Jew, and this man is a pagan. 

The first man did not show any faith, whereas this man 

did. 

The Holy Spirit of course directed both, understand 

Peter nor Paul here picked who should be healed, the 

Lord directed them too who, and gave them the 

measure of faith that they needed at that time. 

And this had such an impact here, the whole 

community knew this man. 

And Paul did this in such a demonstrative way that the 

whole city could give glory to God for the Power that 

they saw released to heal this man. 

Now, that may have been the intention of Paul, for 

them to give Glory to God, but these pagans did not 

give glory to God at all, look what happened. 

11 Now when the people saw what Paul had done, 

they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian 

language, "The gods have come down to us in the 

likeness of men!" 12 And Barnabas they called Zeus, 

and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 

13 Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front 
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of their city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, 

intending to sacrifice with the multitudes.  

Kent Hughes writes… There was just one complication: 

these half-wild Lycaonians had an ancient legend that 

Zeus and Hermes had once come to the hill country 

disguised as mortals seeking lodging. Though they 

asked a thousand homes, no one would take them in. 

Finally, at a humble cottage of straw and reeds, a poor 

elderly couple, Philemon and Baucis, freely welcomed 

them and feasted them with what meager means they 

had. In appreciation, the gods transformed the cottage 

into a temple, making the couple priest and priestess. 

And when they died, they were immortalized as a 

great oak and a great linden tree. The inhospitable 

homes, however, were destroyed. These poor 

Lycaonians were determined here not to make the 

same mistake again. 1 Hughes, R. K. (1996). Acts: the church afire (p. 185). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Books. 

The healing takes place and the people start raising 

their voices in the Lycaonian language, “The god’s have 

come down!” 

They reverted immediately to their Greek Mythology, 

Barnabas the more stoic looking of the two was 

considered the chief god Zeus, while Paul was 

considered Hermes who was the god’s spokesmen or 

messenger. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/prwdacts?ref=Bible.Ac14.1&off=10487
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And since persecution did not stop Paul and Barnabas 

from pressing on in the work, the enemy now tries to 

appeal to their pride. 

Some men, maybe we can say most men, would have 

taken advantage of the people for thinking that they 

were gods. 

Maybe they would have been tempted to take an 

offering or two. 

You see when God begins to use your life, this is a 

common tactic Satan uses, people will tell you how 

wonderful you are and how gifted you are. 

And we can be tempted to believe them. 

Be careful not to develop the attitude that states, 

“Well praise God for me.” 

It so easily creeps into our fallen hearts. 

Never forget how fickle people’s praises are, they will 

cheer you one moment and want to crucify you the 

next. 

In ministry, we cannot serve to be noticed, this 

celebrity pastor syndrome that has swept the 

American Church is just plain pathetic. 

Pastors and workers serve for the praise and likes and 

follows. 

Popularity is not why we serve. 
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We need to take our eyes off of man, and look to our 

God. 

These people totally missed all that God was doing in 

their midst, because they were focused upon the men 

that God was using. 

Sometimes we make the fatal error in believing that 

when good things are happening, we credit the gifted 

man responsible, and we miss the Lord. 

Never let a man or woman take glory from our God, 

and never accept any praises that are meant only for 

God. 

Look how the events now turn quickly for these guys… 

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard 

this, they tore their clothes and ran in among the 

multitude, crying out 15 and saying, "Men, why are 

you doing these things? We also are men with the 

same nature as you, and preach to you that you should 

turn from these useless things to the living God, who 

made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things 

that are in them, 16 who in bygone generations 

allowed all nations to walk in their own ways. 17 

Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, 

in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and 

fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and 

gladness." 18 And with these sayings they could 

scarcely restrain the multitudes from sacrificing to 

them.  
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Now, they tore their clothes for a couple reasons, 

firstly, it was showing that they were completely 

human, and they should not be worshipped. 

Second reason, because they were Jewish, this would 

have been an instinctive reaction to this blatant 

blasphemy. 

Now, understand here that Paul is preaching to a 

completely pagan culture, not the Jews. 

His approach is different here, he preaches that they 

should turn from useless things, these pagan Greek 

gods. 

This is strong preaching, as Paul is trying to turn them 

to faith in the Living God. 

He explains to them that they are without excuse, the 

Living God has revealed Himself to all humanity 

through creation. 

This is similar to how Paul preached to the Romans in… 

Rom. 1:18-23 For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 

because what may be known of God is manifest in 

them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the 

creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly 

seen, being understood by the things that are made, 

even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 

without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, 

they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but 
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became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish 

hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they 

became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the 

incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible 

man — and birds and four-footed animals and 

creeping things.  

Paul could not preach to these pagan people the same 

way that he preached to the religious Jew. 

They had no Old Testament understanding, so he 

appeals to the natural revelation, something that a 

pagan could understand by looking at the world 

around them. 

Any honest mind can look and see that there must be a 

Creator, randomness cannot produce a well ordered 

universe like ours. 

It is held together wonderfully by Design. 

I remember in my Biology Class, dissecting a cat all 

semester long, and we started on the skin layer, then 

worked through the muscle tissue, then into 

circulatory system, the bone structure. 

Of course the secular science teacher wanted me to 

believe this incredible intricacy came about over the 

course of billions of years. 

There is no way. 

Even the miracle of childbirth, seeing my children be 

born, and to know and understand that they were 
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formed in their mother’s womb, there is no way that 

there is no God. 

During birth, several processes occur simultaneously---

all of which end with the newborn breathing through 

his lungs. The blood vessels in the umbilical cord 

constrict, cutting off flow from the placenta.  

Newborn blood oxygen levels drop rapidly, and carbon 

dioxide levels rise.  

The newborn's chest, constricted from the birth canal, 

expands---causing the lungs to expand. The expansion 

of the lungs causes the newborn to draw in a breath, 

which also causes the forum ovale to close. When the 

forum ovale closes, blood flows to the lungs to pick up 

oxygen and the lungs fill to capacity with air.  

In some cases, the doctor may irritate the newborn in 

order to initiate crying. In other cases, the newborn 

may cry on her own. In either case, the cry is an 

important sign that the lungs and pulmonary circuit are 

working and that the newborn is breathing properly… 

God has clearly shown Himself through His Creation. 

Paul here appeals to that knowledge, he addresses the 

obvious reality that there is a Creator. 

And the response will once again be persecution, 

thanks to the religious Jews who persuaded the crowd 

otherwise. 



21 | P a g e  

 

There is no scorn in this world that I have seen or felt, 

then the scorn of religious people. 

Look at verses 19 and 20…  

Stoning, Escape to Derbe 

19 Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; 

and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul 

and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be 

dead. 20 However, when the disciples gathered around 

him, he rose up and went into the city. And the next 

day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.  

So one minute they were gods, and now those same 

worshippers have been persuaded to turn against Paul. 

And they thought that they had killed him here, as you 

can imagine rocks crashing up against a man’s skull 

would have that result. 

Some think that this is perhaps where Paul was caught 

up into the 3rd heaven in 2 Cor. 12, but that is only 

speculation. 

This time Paul did not run, or have time to run and the 

disciples gathered around him after he was knocked 

out and left for dead, and the disciples seemingly 

prayed for him, maybe even started planning his 

memorial out. 

But this was not the end of Paul’s story, he rose up, 

and went back into the city, bloodied to a pulp no 

doubt. 
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We see his determination to serve God at all costs, he 

understood here if he was going to die, then it was his 

time. 

He was not afraid of stones, of shipwrecks, or the 

Coronavirus. 

This is a good example for us today, so many are ruled 

by fear, they are consumed with fear, and it is by 

design, those who created the hysteria today 

understand that fear can be controlled. 

Paul live by faith, if he was going die, then so be it, but 

he understood nothing was going to happen to him 

unless God wills it. 

Paul walked away from certain death, went into the 

very city that tried to kill him, and stayed there a whole 

day, then he moved on… 

Verse 21…  

Strengthening the Converts 

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city 

and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, 

Iconium, and Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of 

the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, 

and saying, "We must through many tribulations enter 

the kingdom of God."  

Now, we need to notice something here, if you have a 

map in the back of your Bible with Paul’s missionary 

trips. 
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When Paul was in Derbe, he could have just went a 

little further and he would have been home in Tarsus, 

but instead of going home and getting in his comfy 

pajamas, he went back through all those cities that 

were just hostile to him. 

He went the more difficult direction, the hard way, the 

way marked with suffering and tribulation. 

But he had a shepherd’s heart, it was the people that 

were converted in those towns that Paul wanted to 

strengthen and build up. 

He desired to make disciples of the nations, this was 

his chief concern. 

I wonder if we assess our lives this morning, I wonder 

what our life’s chief concern is. 

Is it making disciples of the nations as was commanded 

to us by our Savior, is that the chief desire our hearts? 

Maybe it is not even tenth on our list, when it should 

be first. 

Paul was strengthening their souls and exhorting them 

to walk with Christ. 

Then Paul clearly warned them, and this is not popular 

preaching today… “We must through many tribulations 

enter the Kingdom of God.” 

Understand something the scriptures assure us this, if 

we desire to live the most pleasing lives to our Lord, 

this world will reject us. 
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Many today in the church, live cozied up lives to the 

world, they have no friction, because their desires are 

similar to that of those in the world. 

But this is what Paul said 2 Tim 3:12 Yes, and all who 

desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution.  

So Paul here in Acts comes back through the cities with 

teaching that would prepare the young believers with 

the reality, that a life lived by faith will not be a life full 

of comfort. 

So he taught them, and now he will establish some 

leadership in the churches throughout the region. 

Look now starting in verse 23… 

23 So when they had appointed elders in every church, 

and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the 

Lord in whom they had believed. 24 And after they had 

passed through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. 25 

Now when they had preached the word in Perga, they 

went down to Attalia. 26 From there they sailed to 

Antioch, where they had been commended to the 

grace of God for the work which they had completed.  

So they appointed Elders and worked their way back to 

their sending church in Antioch of Syria… 

Let’s finish this chapter now…  

27 Now when they had come and gathered the church 

together, they reported all that God had done with 
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them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the 

Gentiles. 28 So they stayed there a long time with the 

disciples.  

So, here Paul finishes his first missionary journey, and 

gives the report of all that God is doing in other 

regions. 

And we see after such a tumultuous trip, they get 

some much needed rest, as they stayed there for a 

long time with the disciples. 

Paul spent some time reflecting a praying, but his 

driven heart will not be content sitting for long. 

Now, these hardships and trials did not slow Paul down 

one bit, he was able to see past them, and even see 

their purpose in his life. 

He was not detoured one bit, and this is a great 

example for us to consider this morning.   

Life will have tribulation, hard times will come. 

We will enter the Kingdom through much tribulation, 

stand fast, hold on, and press on, do not be moved. 

You know, maybe you are going through a season of 

hardship right now, understand something, your life is 

right where God wants it, He is teaching you, guiding 

you, He has not lost touch with you. 

Everything you are going through is for a purpose. 
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Sometimes Jess and I sit on the couch at night, after 

we get all those little sinners to bed, that we love so 

dearly. 

And we will say, “What did we used to do before we 

had kids?” 

Well, we have five kids, so there were things we did. 

But one of the things we used to do before kids, and 

have not done for a while, since we had kids, is jigsaw 

puzzles. 

And we were getting some pretty intense puzzles, and 

they took us weeks to accomplish sometimes. 

But if you have ever done a puzzle like that, sometimes 

you just come to that place, where you are sure that 

the puzzle maker just messed up, and left this piece 

out. 

And that missing piece is nowhere to be found, but as 

you shuffle through the pieces, and maybe get the 

edges complete, out of nowhere, that missing piece 

you find was right in front of you the whole time. 

And you put it in its spot. 

And you know in life, sometimes you are sure God has 

forgotten something, there is just something missing, 

and you think that your Life Maker has just got things 

wrong, you are convinced of it. 
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But as you push on, and plug along, sometimes out of 

nowhere, that puzzle piece gets found, and would you 

believe it, God had it in front of you all along. 

And the more that puzzle gets put together, the more 

things began to make sense. 

Sometimes, I don’t know about you, but there is 

always one piece in that puzzle that I am convinced 

just does not belong with the puzzle. 

The colors are off, the shape just looks weird, and I 

would tell Jess, those silly puzzle packers, they put this 

piece in here that surely does not belong. 

I’ll set it aside, and continue on, but then I get to a spot 

where, sure enough, that crazy piece fits, the puzzle 

maker did know what he was doing, and it makes 

sense now. 

And you know, maybe you are at place in your life right 

now, and you are just holding a puzzle piece that does 

not make sense, surely God got something wrong here, 

I should not be going through what I am going through 

right now. 

This just does not fit, but understand something, The 

Puzzle Maker has not gotten anything wrong in our 

lives. 

He sees the whole picture put together, He sees it 

complete. 
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And listen as your life pieces together, you will see that 

this hardship or trial fits in the tapestry of your life. 

Jess and I held the puzzle piece of her barren womb for 

7 years in our marriage. 

And when we held that piece, we were convinced that 

he God had gotten something wrong in our lives. 

But now, as more pieces of our puzzle come together, 

and we see that piece, that part of our life within the 

whole picture, things make more sense to us. 

Looking back, those years were some of the most 

fruitful years in our ministry, we ministered to youth 

kids, who are still a part of our lives today, many of 

whom serve with you all in this ministry. 

And as our life pieces together, we can look back at 

everything we thought we were missing or was a 

mistake, and we see it all fitting together pretty nicely. 

Your puzzle piece this morning might be a little 

troubling to you, you don’t completely understand 

what God is doing. 

But like Paul and Barnabas this morning, keep pressing 

on, keep moving forward in your faith, it will all come 

together one day, it will make sense to you. 

God has a plan to use every hardship and trial in your 

life, and it is serving a greater purpose, trust Him. 

I will end with this verse, a Word for us to ponder as 

we go into the New Year… 
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Prov. 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

And lean not on your own understanding;  

6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct your paths.  

What a Word to go into this New Year with. 

Church, let us trust the Lord with all of our hearts, let’s 

lean on His Word, and on His Ways. 

Let’s never stop acknowledging Him, and He WILL 

direct our paths! 

Amen? 

Let’s Pray… 

Church, no New Year’s resolutions, instead, bring your 

prayer requests to God, ask Him to lead you in the Way 

He desires for your life. 

These guys are here to pray with you this morning, 

let’s go into the New Year prayed up. 

Let’s worship our Lord…  

 


