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Acts 9:20-31 

Saul’s Preparation  

Good morning family. 

It is so wonderful to be here with you all today. 

I love Sundays because of the anticipation of the Lord’s 

Day, when we come together. 

I always wonder who will come, sometimes I wonder if 

anyone will come, and usually I try not to look out to 

see who is here until I come up to the pulpit, it is all a 

thrill for me. 

I am grateful and humbled that you all would call this 

place your home, your church. 

If you are visiting with us this morning, it is wonderful 

to have you here, as we believe there are no accidents 

in this world. 

God has brought you here this Sunday for a reason, 

and we pray that this church becomes your home as 

well. 

I certainly think there is no greater group of misfits to 

live life with then those who call this church their 

home. 

There are no perfect churches, and we certainly are 

not perfect, but we will love you imperfectly, and 

genuinely. 
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So with that being said, let’s pray and get into our 

Study this morning. 

Our Sunday morning worship services have been set 

apart for the Study of the New Testament, our 

Wednesday Night Church Services are set apart for a 

Study through the Old Testament. 

We have no draw here, no gimmicks, no programs, but 

we do Love God’s Word, and that is our focal point 

weekly. 

Currently on Sundays, we are going verse by verse 

through the Book of Acts, and we are in the midst of 

Chapter 9, we will be looking at verses 20-31 this 

morning. 

Remember we have just witnessed the spectacular 

conversion of Saul of Tarsus who would become the 

Apostle Paul. 

His transformation and preparation for ministry will be 

given in our verses this morning. 

This man’s 180 degree turnaround will be one of the 

most historic happenings that have ever occurred in 

Church History. 

Saul unknown to himself, had been being prepared for 

one of the most dynamic ministries that had ever come 

about. 

His gifts and talents implanted in him by God, will be 

turned loose on the world. 
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Saul was Divinely equipped to reach the Roman, Greek 

and Jewish cultural centers in the known world. 

And after his conversion, we would think that God 

would immediately send him into the mission field. 

But as we will see, there was one more degree that 

Saul will need to earn, he will need to have his 

Backside of the Desert Degree before he will be truly 

effective in his ministry. 

This is the same degree that Moses spent forty years in 

Midian getting, the children of Israel also wondering 

the wilderness for forty years gave them this degree, 

also David in the Judean Wilderness, Elijah in the Cave. 

John the Baptist spent his silent years also attaining 

this degree before he burst on the scene and started 

preparing the way for Jesus, and even Jesus when He 

spent Forty Days in the Wilderness being tested and 

tried by Satan, He too earned this degree. 

The BDD, the Backside of the Desert Degree is a 

different duration for any of servant of God, but it is a 

necessary education, it is where God deals with the 

man, humbles the man, gets the man into a place 

where he is able to hear God, and obey His voice. 

So many in their young zeal want to immediately go 

into the ministry, or head off to the mission field right 

after conversion, but it would be unwise for anyone to 

go into the ministry without their BDD. 
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The Word of God instructs us to 1 Tim 5:22 …not lay 

hands on anyone hastily. 

Pride too easily sets in the person’s heart who has not 

earned the proper education from the Backside of the 

Desert. 

This is where God truly prepares a man, and I truly 

believe every young man and woman coming out of 

Bible college or Seminary, or going into ministry of any 

kind, needs to have a time period where they are in 

the world getting the spiritual pride knocked out of 

them, perhaps with a heathen boss breathing down 

their neck every day. 

For me, I spent 6 miserable years in that God-Forsaken 

Arizona desert framing houses. 

Looking back this is where God dealt with me, and 

worked me over. 

120-130 degree heat has a way of humbling a man. 

But it was there on the jobsite, listening to Chuck 

Smith teaching through the Bible, and many other 

Bible teachers while swinging my 32 oz. hammer, that 

was my preparation time. 

Daily dealing with the lowest in society, being the 

lowest in society, and leading daily a crew of the most 

foul mouthed men anyone had ever heard. 

Having an outright heathen boss screaming at me 

daily. 
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It was a humbling experience indeed. 

I remember after I had heard the Lord on my calling, I 

would plead with Him to get me off the jobsite and 

into the ministry. 

Jess and I early on thought for sure we were called to 

oversees missions, and even had an orphanage in the 

Philippines ask us to come and be the directors, we 

would have gladly gone and given our lives to the 

mission field. 

But it never worked out for us to go, and more years in 

that heat, pleading with God to send us, we will go. 

But it was during that long season, that God very 

clearly told Jess and I that we would serve Him in the 

US in the pastoral role. 

We were so disappointed, but we wanted to serve our 

Lord, and looking back, God equipped me for the work 

of ministry in literally the Backside of the Desert. 

That is where he implanted in me the very things I 

would need to serve Him in fulltime ministry.  

I actually, years later thanked my heathen boss for 

being used by God to build my character. 

And it was interesting, years later, that man had 

softened, and he said that he had never forgotten me 

and Sweetpea, and he said something I would never in 

million years thought I would hear from that hard man, 
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he said, “I love you guys,” and he thanked us for 

always praying for him. 

Church never despise the days of small things, every 

bit of what you are doing today is preparation for the 

ministry that God has called you too. 

Very rarely does someone come to Christ, and then 

sent out without the proper preparation, if they try to 

skip the BDD they usually do not last long in the 

ministry. 

So let’s get into our text, as we consider Saul’s 

Preparation for the ministry.  

Saul Preaches Christ 

9:20 Immediately he preached the Christ in the 

synagogues, that He is the Son of God.  

Saul was not yet trained in Christian Theology, but 

what he had learned on the Damascus Road was that 

Jesus was in fact the Christ, and the Son of God. 

He had a brief witness in Damascus while he was there. 

He was no man to sit and wait, we discussed his Drive 

last time, he was a man on the go, and a man of action. 

And although he did not have the deep understandings 

that we will see later in his letters, what he did have he 

gave out. 

It is interesting to think that he went immediately to 

the synagogue, this would be his practice throughout 

his ministry. 
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But this first instance must have been mind-blowing. 

As the pious Jews waiting for this ardent student of the 

Great Gamaliel to speak. 

They may have expected Saul to take them through a 

passionate teaching against this new heresy call The 

Way. 

The ruler of this synagogue would be anxious to hear 

the apologetics of this zealous Jew. 

Saul’s powerful and vengeful reputation preceded him.  

Saul would have been given the prominent seat in the 

synagogue, so everyone could see him. 

Saul would have the full cooperation of the synagogue 

clerics, the scrolls requested would be ready to read. 

Saul would stand and read the Holy Script, then he 

would hand it back. 

Hush would fall all around as they waited for the 

energetic exposition of God’s Word, and the plea for 

truth with a denunciation of this new sect. 

And then the application, they must root out all of 

those who in Damascus follow this dead Carpenter 

from Nazareth.  

The listeners would have been roused and shouted in 

approval, for their very way of life was under threat by 

the spread of this teaching. 
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Their precious Judaism was threatened, and as Saul did 

in other places, he would have turned their religious 

zeal into a barbaric rage, as they went house to house 

hunting down those from this new cult Christianity. 

This would have been what was expected, but that is 

not what happened in that Damascus synagogue, this 

was a changed man, a man that was Born Again, by the 

Grace of God. 

Saul would have taken that scroll that morning, read 

his text and preached Jesus Christ to them, proving 

that He was very much alive, and that He indeed is the 

very Son of God! 

This is the only place the Son of God is used in the 

Book of Acts, but this is how Saul saw Jesus, as Lord 

from heaven and the Son of God. 

Saul’s scriptural knowledge now had a fuller meaning, 

as he pointed it all to Jesus… 

The results are found in verse 21 now…  

21 Then all who heard were amazed, and said, "Is this 

not he who destroyed those who called on this name 

in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so 

that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?"  

22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and 

confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving 

that this Jesus is the Christ.  

The people were amazed! 
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The literal word in the Greek meaning they were 

ecstatic, existanto. 

Saul had a glow about him now, and his incredible 

intellect and his sharp wit coupled with his immense 

knowledge of the scriptures caused him to have a deep 

impact on the people. 

Even though he was just beginning in his walk with 

Jesus we see that he increased all the more in strength 

and even confounded the Jews there in Damascus, 

proving Jesus was the Christ. 

The more he talked about Jesus, the clearer it became 

to him that all of the scriptures that he studied and 

loved all pointed to Jesus. 

I want to note something here, you see every one of us 

at some point or another may have doubts about our 

Christian faith, we will hear something from someone 

that will cause us to pause and contemplate, maybe a 

teacher, or professor will talk down Christianity. 

Maybe you are watching a show or movie that kind of 

mocks our faith, or maybe a friend or family member 

places a seed of doubt within your heart and mind. 

I want to note here, that the more Saul talked about 

Jesus, the more he reasoned aloud with others 

through the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ the 

firmer his foundation became. 

And this is something I have learned in my own walk 

with the Lord. 
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The more I talk about my faith in Jesus with others, the 

more I discuss the Truth of God’s Word with others, 

the Greater my faith becomes. 

A good practice, and something that really will bring 

life to your walk, is learn to discuss Jesus and the Word 

with others. 

Try to find a person that you can discuss your daily 

Bible reading with, as it says in Proverbs 27:17 As iron 

sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of 

his friend.  

Sometimes as the staff comes together in the morning 

to pray for the day, we will get on a discussion about 

our Daily Manna reading, and how it incorporates into 

our lives today. 

And our voices will get more and more excitable as our 

discussion just takes off. 

It is fruitful to talk about your reading with others, 

because the Word just comes alive. 

Also, if you are having doubts about your faith, you are 

in a lull, things people are saying are just getting you 

discouraged and down, you are questioning and 

uncertain, pray for this specifically, ask God to bring 

you someone that you can share your faith with. 

Nothing will get you more fired up about Jesus, than 

when you share His Gospel of Grace with someone 

else. 
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I remember a time, I was living in Lake Havasu, and 

construction was slowing down a bit, so we had to 

drive further to stay busy. 

We were working in Kingman about 45 minutes from 

Havasu. 

And we had to start the days early, be out in Kingman 

to beat the heat at 5am. 

So I was up at 3:30pm to get out there. 

And I was in one of those lulls with my faith, kind of 

moping about, wondering if God even loved me, 

because of this miserable drive, and this terrible heat. 

It is a sad place when your own well-being is the 

measure if God is real or not, there is nothing more 

selfish. 

You have the witness of His Great Universe looking at 

you every night, but you’re bummed out about 

circumstances which cause you not see your God for 

who is. 

But we have all been there, I think… 

And one day, I was getting on the Freeway there in 

Kingman to head home, just moping, poor me. 

I actually called a friend who was a believer to give him 

my woes, and how sad my life was. 

And I remember very clearly, I said in my sad voice, 

“Yeah I have not done much for the Lord lately.”  
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Don’t know what kind of sympathy I was trying to 

garner, but luckily for my friend my phone cut out, he 

didn’t have to hear my “whinese” anymore. 

But no quicker did those words come out of my mouth, 

and that phone cut out did I see a hitchhiker there on 

the side of the Freeway. 

In Arizona at that time, you could hitchhike along the 

Freeway. 

And I will tell you, it was agony for me to try to fight 

the prompting of the Holy Spirit to pull over and offer 

him a ride. 

I tried all the normal justifications, “there was a jail 

right there, and the guy was probably just released 

Lord, I don’t want to get killed today.” 

But the conviction was so great, it was as if God pulled 

my truck over to pick him up. 

He was just out of the jail, and heading to Havasu too, 

and I was a little nervous. 

He was in for drugs, I guess he thought I was a 

knucklehead, because he just started talking to me 

about his drug use, and he was cussing up a storm, 

talking about how he was happy to be out, and there 

was no remorse for the things he did, other than the 

fact that he got caught. 

Then he went silent, maybe wondering if I had a fix for 

him or something. 
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So I opened my mouth, and I cannot remember all that 

I said, but one thing I remember is I said, “You know 

anyone could have picked you up today, a drug dealer, 

someone who would have given you alcohol, any 

number of people. But today, God had me stop to pick 

you up, and I am a Christian, and I have been where 

you are right now.” 

And right there and then I starting sharing Jesus with 

the guy, I said something along the lines, “You can go 

back to those things that brought you to jail, or you 

can embrace this New Life I found in Jesus.” 

And as I talked about what it meant to be a Christian, 

and Bible verses came pouring out of my mouth, not 

only was it having an impact on that man, it was having 

an impact on me. 

I believed what I was saying, and as we were rolling 

back into town, tears started streaming down his face, 

not just a trickle, but the waterworks were flowing, 

snot coming out of his nose. 

And I parked at the Old Walmart parking lot there, and 

asked him, “Do you want to pray to receive Jesus as 

your Savior?”  

He cried all the more, and I led him in the prayer, and 

this big ol’ convict, grabbed me and hugged, his tears 

and snot running down my shoulder. 

And he thanked me and jumped out of the truck a New 

man. 
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But something happened in me that day, I realized as I 

shared Jesus with that man, that my own faith was 

increased. 

I was lit up and so full of life, no longer were my eyes 

on my woes, but looking to my God. 

I called my friend back who didn’t even care that I did 

not try to call him back after the phone cut out, but 

this time I was full of life, as I shared what happened 

on the way home from work. 

The Lord dropped that phone call, to give me a reality 

check, to show me what I needed to be doing with this 

life. 

Listen, if you are in a lull with your faith, in a place of 

wondering, pray for God to bring someone to you that 

you can share Jesus with. 

Like Saul of Tarsus here, your faith will only increase, 

and you will grow stronger and bolder in your walk. 

Now Saul of Tarsus was a driven man, ready to go full 

speed ahead into the ministry, but we will see now, 

God will give Saul a momentary preparation time, in 

between verses 22 and 23 we have a three year 

preparatory school for Saul. 

We have to jump to the letter to the Galatian Church 

to see what happened between these verses… 

Gal 1:15-17 But when it pleased God, who separated 

me from my mother's womb and called me through His 
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grace, 16 to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach 

Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer 

with flesh and blood, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 

those who were apostles before me; but I went to 

Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.  

Most Bible scholars put this three years in the Arabian 

Desert right here in between these verses, because the 

opening of verse 23 states…  

Saul Escapes Death 

23 Now after many days were past, the Jews plotted to 

kill him. 24 But their plot became known to Saul. And 

they watched the gates day and night, to kill him. 25 

Then the disciples took him by night and let him down 

through the wall in a large basket.  

Now, here is where God is first dealing with his man… 

Saul would get his BDD, Backside of the Desert Degree 

in that same God-forsaken Arabian Desert where 

Moses first received the Law. 

This is where Saul now learns of the Grace of God. 

Some scholars have connected the fact that the 

Apostles all ministered with Jesus for 3 years, and this 

here was Saul’s time with Jesus. 

Now, since Saul was having some early success there in 

Damascus, it may have been a natural thing for the 

Church to throw him right into the ministry. 
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Today we see the quick promotion of famous converts 

by the Church, and this is a grave error. 

And oftentimes that famous person, who is not 

grounded in God’s Word, or yet ready for the spiritual 

fight, they oftentimes fall away as fast as they came in. 

Later on in his letter to young Timothy Paul would 

actually warn about this pitfall of putting someone in 

leadership too quickly. 

He said a leader shouldn’t be a 1 Tim 3:6-7 …a novice, 

lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same 

condemnation as the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a 

good testimony among those who are outside, lest he 

fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.  

That good testimony comes from years of testing and 

preparation. 

We are not told about Saul’s time in the desert, but 

after many days, or three years, Saul had returned to 

Damascus where it all began for him. 

But his celeb status was now gone, and the reality of 

his calling was now present. 

Remember Jesus spoke of his ministry last time… 

Acts 9:16 For I will show him how many things he must 

suffer for My name's sake."  

The suffering of Saul’s ministry has now begun. 

We are given more detail about his troubles in 2 Cor. 

11:32-33 In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the 
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king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a 

garrison, desiring to arrest me; 33 but I was let down in 

a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped 

from his hands.  

We see the governor there in league with the Jews, 

had men waiting in ambush for him. 

This man who had once come to Damascus with 

authority from the Jewish rulers to arrest and kill 

Christians, is now the target of these powerful men. 

They put men at all the entrances of the city, and Saul 

was alerted to this plan. 

And it is church tradition, but we see here there may 

be some truth to it, that the Apostle Paul was a small 

man in stature, with a hook nose. 

And evidently he is small enough here to be put into a 

large basket and lowered down the city wall, and we 

have his first of many close calls. 

Although Saul suffered, God seemingly kept His man 

moving along, just one step away from the devil and 

death. 

Now, imagine here the once fierce sword of Judaism, 

now being humiliated to this place of being lowered in 

a basket. 

Kent Hughes says, “Saul blew into town like some 

spiritual Rip Van Winkle after being one-on-one with 

God in the Sinai. He had spent plenty of quality time 
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with the Lord, he was rarin’ to go, and yet ministry 

almost immediately was met with stiff resistance. 

Damascus did not lie down before him ready for 

revival, and Saul… had to vamoose in a basket! It was 

humiliating.” 

Now I will say this, there are important lessons in this 

kind of wake-up call in ministry. 

So often, people set out and sell themselves like they 

are the next Billy Graham, they imagine packed rooms 

with people just longing to listen to their poetic 

preaching. 

But there are no greater lessons for the servant of God 

then failure. 

I once had a great plan for ministry in my early years in 

the pastorate that failed miserably. 

I had made friends with a few homeless people there 

in Apple Valley in a field behind the church. 

And one night one of those friends got so drunk, that 

he fell asleep in the bushes and froze to death. 

It was such an injustice in my eyes, and I got really riled 

up. 

I was able to muster a group of people to bombard the 

Town Council meeting, and we all got up and 

demanded the city open up a homeless shelter. 

It was a powerful time, so I thought, as we Christians 

were making our compassionate voices heard. 
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Well, it had an impact on the Town Council, and they 

started a task force. 

They opened it up to the whole community, there 

were at least 50 people that showed up to that first 

meeting, church leaders, Christians, and others who 

were stirred to do something. 

We demanded that we wanted a homeless shelter, and 

I have to confess, the Town Council was brilliant in 

their reply. 

They said, “Pastor Malkus, we are willing to rezone 

your church, for you and all these wonderful people 

here to open up an emergency homeless shelter.” 

So I got the list of names, went to my elders, 

emotionally pled with them to let me do this. 

Of course, they were on board, we had the room to do 

it at the Church, and I announced it to the church, and 

reached out to others to begin planning this great 

program. 

Now, the Town of Apple Valley did not want a 

Homeless Shelter, they did not want to create a space 

within the Town that drew in Homeless. 

And they knew what would happen if they told us to 

do it. 

Well, I put a sign up out to see who would help, I mean 

we had a huge group come to the Council meeting, 

surely they would sign up to help. 
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Nope, one little old lady, Linda Walters signed up to 

help. 

As far as the other churches, well, I found out other 

churches, they don’t like to work with other churches 

whose doctrine is a little different. 

So forget the cause, if it was at our church, it was not a 

good enough cause for them to get behind. 

So needless to say, my great crusade ended in failure 

before it began. 

The homeless I wanted to help, when the rules were 

made that you had to be sober, and you could not 

bring alcohol or smoke on the Church Grounds, well, I 

found out they did not want my help after all. 

They shunned my proposition… 

So, it was a low for me in the ministry, but I would not 

change that great blunder for anything in my life. 

It taught some great lessons, some difficult realities 

about the state of the church for which we live and 

minister in, and the condition of the world that I am 

called to reach. 

I had so many church members backing me to do it, 

but when it came down to doing it with me, they were 

out. 

And the people I wanted to help, did not even want 

the help that I was offering them. 
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I have learned the church has many arm chair 

quarterbacks, who like to sit back and criticize what 

the church is doing, even make demands on the 

church, but they are not willing to lift a finger to help 

move in any direction. 

And this world is not waiting for me to come along and 

passionately change its course. 

I still ministered to those homeless, in fact the one 

woman who was just so mean and ornery to me, 

eventually was able to get off the street after 14 years. 

She went to a care facility down in Riverside, and Jess 

and I finally got to lead her to the Lord, and shortly 

after that she went home to be with her Lord. 

You see, that is the true reality of ministry, it is 

longsuffering, it is grueling and humiliating at times, 

but in the end you find it is worth it. 

If I would have found success in my early ministry’s 

crusade, I would have become a pompous arrogant 

minister. 

I would have been terrible to deal with, my success 

would have caused me to look out at other’s ministries 

and I would have known how to do it better, and I 

would have let them know. 

But in my failure, it showed me who I am really, and 

what I am up against. 
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Now today people come to this church, sure, and that 

is incredible to me, but because of the many failures 

and let downs, I know better than to take credit for 

anything that is happening in this ministry. 

These times where we are going down in a basket 

humiliated are so important for our overall spiritual 

use. 

That is where my excitement comes from each week, I 

know that whatever is happening in this ministry, is 

not from my clever planning and my great persona. 

It is all Jesus, and I say that from a place understanding 

that it has to be all Jesus, or we are in trouble. 

“Our humiliating failures can become marvelous 

preparation for greater service, if we let God use them 

in that way.” Hughes p. 138  

So this basket dilemma will not be Saul’s only 

discouragement in the ministry… 

After his time away in the desert, he thinks it is now 

time to introduce himself to his New Family in 

Jerusalem… And more humiliation awaits…  

Look now at verse 26… 

Saul at Jerusalem 

26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to 

join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and 

did not believe that he was a disciple.  
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Now, we can’t really blame those who were left in 

Jerusalem after Saul’s great persecution of the church. 

But, this must have crushed Saul’s spirit. 

He, three years prior to this had a spectacular 

conversion, then three years of patient preparation, 

then his first humiliation in the ministry, and now, the 

worse of it all, the rejection of the Mother Church of 

Christianity. 

You see, we must understand something, the low 

times have to come in our walk, they are unavoidable, 

but the dark difficult times do not mean that God has 

forgotten about us. 

This is the trouble with our thinking sometimes, we 

base the value of our faith on how we are successful or 

not. 

But believe it or not, even in the Valley, God is still at 

work, and because you are in that Valley does not 

mean you are necessarily doing something wrong 

even. 

It just might be a final lesson, or preparation for a 

breakthrough. 

The Valley always comes before the Mountain Top… 

And inadvertently you can always count on the 

Mountain Top coming before another Valley.  
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Our Christian journey is one of Highs and Lows and 

Mountain Tops and Valley Lows, and I have to say, they 

often times can be happening all at the same time. 

Especially in the ministry, my goodness, when I get 

home sometimes, and Jess and I assess a day in the 

ministry. 

She can be telling me about a young lady is just in a 

perilous time. 

Then she will tell me, but that girl we have been 

praying for, finally got into the home, and is sober 

now. 

While I am telling her how I just met with a widow who 

was terribly depressed missing her husband, and just 

broken hearted, then at 3 o’clock a youngster came in 

the office and gave their heart to the Lord right then 

and there. 

And it is highs and lows all at once. 

In one day, I can find myself at the bedside of a dying 

man trying to bring comfort to the family, then later in 

the day I will be preaching God’s Word and God will do 

a fascinating work. 

It is a spiritual journey of ups and downs, and church 

your downs are just as important if not more 

important than the ups. 

The Valley is where the greatest lessons are learned in 

our spiritual journey. 
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Maybe you are here this morning, in the midst of a 

Valley low, be encouraged to know that God has not 

abandoned you at all, in fact He is teaching and 

instilling in you some great lessons for your future 

service to Him. 

2 Cor. 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even 

though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward 

man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light 

affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us 

a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 

while we do not look at the things which are seen, but 

at the things which are not seen. For the things which 

are seen are temporary, but the things which are not 

seen are eternal.  

Don’t throw in the Towel, keep moving forward, when 

we enter into glory, these will be nothing more than 

light afflictions. 

Imagine if Saul of Tarsus just gave up and threw in the 

Towel at these two immense trials, the Church would 

have never known the Apostle Paul… 

Luckily for Saul, the Lord is about to bring him out of 

his Valley low… 

A familiar disciple comes back onto the scene, a man 

known to be the Encourager, the Son of Conciliation, 

Barnabas, and thank God for the Barnabas’ in our 

world, and in the Church… 
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If you are an Encourager, we are just so grateful for 

your place in the Church, many of us could not keep at 

it if it were not for your Encouragement.  

Let me Encourage you to keep Encouraging, this is a 

valuable work in the Church. 

Look now starting in verse 27… 

27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the 

apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen 

the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, 

and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the 

name of Jesus. 28 So he was with them at Jerusalem, 

coming in and going out.  

Barnabas took a chance on this man Saul. 

He heard him out, and was convinced of his genuine 

faith, and here began a lifelong friendship between 

these two. 

He literally took him by the hand and led him to the 

Apostles. 

Barnabas was a great interceder and enabler in the 

ministry. 

He was never ambitious, longing for the spotlight, he 

lived to prop others up. 

I notice today there are those who just hate when 

others are used by God, they sit back and malign 

people’s efforts, tear down, and just complain, but 

they do it out of jealousy.  
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But thank God for those who take chances on people, 

who love to see others succeed, who keep giving 

opportunity for others to find their place, even after 

failure. 

Not too long ago, my father sent me my first sermon I 

ever preached there in Apple Valley, and I wanted to 

crawl under a rock and die it was so terrible. 

I cannot believe the Elders and the leadership there 

ever let me get back up to the pulpit. 

But then the reality hit, but they did, they did let me 

get back up at that pulpit, they let me preach countless 

terrible sermons just so I could grow in this calling. 

My life would be much different today if those men 

were not so gracious to me. 

This is the kind of ministry I want to model, one that 

lifts others up, that takes chances on people, one that 

let’s others fail and learn from their failure. 

We don’t need another Instagram perfect church in 

this world, with perfect polished people always leading 

the way, I want a real church, that gives real people a 

chance at serving the Lord. 

Barnabas gives us such a wonderful example in 

scripture, he was gifted, he could have been the next 

great Apostle, but he is always putting others ahead of 

himself. 
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Remember when we first met him, he was a wealthy 

man, he sold his land to help others. 

And here he is putting it all on the line by trusting this 

once great enemy of the church. 

Barnabas makes Saul feel welcome in his new family, 

among his new brethren. 

And it allows him to relaunch his ministry, but once 

again, it will not be too smooth. 

Look now starting in verse 29 

29 And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus 

and disputed against the Hellenists, but they 

attempted to kill him. 30 When the brethren found 

out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him 

out to Tarsus. 

Saul once again finds failure, as the Greek Speaking 

Jews, the same Jews that stirred up the mob to kill 

Stephen, is now embarking on snuffing out Saul’s light 

that is beginning to burn bright. 

Remember, it could be that Saul and even Stephen 

were once members of the Hellenistic Synagogue and 

now he is viewed as a traitor, and a blasphemer. 

Saul’s presence is stirring up the church’s enemies that 

now have been seemingly pacified for some time. 

The disciples wanting to avoid another round of 

hostilities send Saul away to his hometown of Tarsus. 
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The church in Jerusalem would be able to breathe a 

sigh of relief now, they will settle back now into a more 

peaceful time. 

As we see now in verse 31… 

The Church Prospers 

31 Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, 

and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking 

in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 

Spirit, they were multiplied.  

God not only uses times of persecution and trial for the 

benefit of the church, but He too can use times of rest 

and tranquility, and oftentimes they are the calm 

before the storm. 

We have periods of rest in our Christian faith, but they 

will be ended once the battle picks up again. 

There is a balance always. 

The times that God brings us into green pastures and 

beside still waters, the times that He even calms our 

enemy’s assaults, they are times of preparation. 

Here in our timeline in Acts, a truce seems to be have 

put in place between Jews and Christians. 

Perhaps the Roman Tyranny gave them cause to join 

together in Jerusalem, for the moment. 

Whatever is the reason for this calm, the believers use 

it as a time to grow in grace and to edify one another, 

as they increased in their knowledge of God. 
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The fear of God, we are told, came over them, and the 

Holy Spirit comforted them, and once again we see the 

church multiplied. 

Numbers continues to be saved, and it was a 

welcomed rest. 

And next time the narrative will shift away from Saul, 

God will take some time to prepare him even further, 

there will be a few more years of preparation for him. 

And the attention will be brought back to Peter, and 

that is where we will pick up next time. 

Church as I mentioned, in all seasons of our spiritual 

journey, God is working in our lives, if you are going 

through perilous trials this morning, please don’t leave 

without getting prayer. 

During this last song, the Elders and Pastors will be 

available to pray with you and minister to you, they are 

here for your Encouragement. 

Even if you are in a season of rest, a peaceful time, 

please know, even then God wants to work in your life, 

one season is always preparation for the next. 

Please come up and get prayer, ask God for wisdom to 

see what He desires of you through this season in your 

life. 

Let’s pray…   


