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Luke 11:37-54 

Scorching Table Talk   

Good morning, church! 

What a beautiful day it is. 

A new month, communion to start our month off. 

Aren’t you glad our God is a God of New Beginnings. 

If things went terribly yesterday or you just messed 

things up yesterday, well His Mercies are new every 

morning. 

If you had a bad week, well today a new week begins, 

if last month was full of disappointments and trials, 

well, we get to hope this month will be better. 

I love that our God gives us fresh starts continually. 

Lam 3:22-24 Through the Lord's mercies we are not 

consumed, Because His compassions fail not.  

23 They are new every morning; Great is Your 

faithfulness. 24 "The Lord is my portion," says my soul, 

"Therefore I hope in Him!"  

What a joy it is to hope in Him! 

Let’s pray before we get into the Word this morning. 

Well, if you are new here, there is not much to our 

ministry. 
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We are a people of the Word, we love God’s Word, 

and every time we gather together we look to it to 

speak to us and guide our lives. 

We simply go through the Word, this protects you all 

from having a pastor who preaches every week on his 

favorite topics. 

As we go systematically through God’s Word, it allows 

the Holy Spirit to speak to us individually and 

corporately the topics He desires us to consider and 

grow from.  

So we are glad you are here with us, understand these 

people will love you, and we are willing to walk 

through life with you, as we all come under the 

Authority of God’s Word. 

So with that being said, we are currently in the Book of 

Luke, we have almost finished chapter 11, and we will 

be looking at the last part of that chapter. 

The pastor’s and I were discussing this passage at our 

staff prayer time this Friday. 

I told them, it is a very tough portion of scripture, and 

Pastor Josh spoke up and said, “Well, I am glad you 

don’t skip anything for the sake of our comfort.”  

And he is right, when we are bound to the Truth of 

God’s Word, when we set out to know the whole 

council of God, we must not avoid portions like ours 

this morning. 
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Although there is not, at first glance much to uplift our 

souls, the Truth of all that Jesus says here is profound, 

and corrective. 

My instruction and duty as a pastor is similar to that of 

young Timothy, when the Apostle Paul instructed him 

to 2 Tim 4:2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and 

out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 

longsuffering and teaching 

And this morning’s portion is corrective and may even 

be a rebuke for some. 

So let us turn to Luke 11:37-54 this morning, and the 

message is entitled Scorching Table Talk. 

Possibly read whole section Luke 11:37-54 

And we will see it is some interesting table talk for 

sure! 

Remember last week Jesus laid out some scathing 

rebukes for the Sign Seeking Jews and those who 

accused Him. 

And we see from that encounter, as the crowds around 

Jesus grew, some of His enemies thought it would be a 

great opportunity to use Jesus’ fame against Him. 

An a certain Pharisee invited Jesus to come and dine 

with him. 

Perhaps this man was a prominent Pharisee and he 

arrogantly thought he was the one to finally bring 

down Jesus’ ministry. 
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Whatever the reason Jesus is invited, and it does not 

fare well for the religious elites.  

Look at verses 37 and 38 of chapter 11 with me… 

Woe to the Pharisees and Lawyers 

11:37 And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee asked Him to 

dine with him. So He went in and sat down to eat. 38 

When the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had 

not first washed before dinner.  

We must never miss the fact that Jesus was always 

ready and willing to go and reason with the 

unconverted. 

Now, we have to understand a few things here to get 

the depth of this encounter. 

These meal times were public affairs, and the common 

people would stand around the tables to hear the table 

talk and doctrinal debates, they desired to learn from 

the teachers that spoke around the table. 

Now the Pharisees were not upper class like the 

Sadducees. 

They were from the common people, whereas the 

Sadducees were from families of position and upper 

class. 

The Sadducees were the ruling faction of the Hebrew 

religion. 

The Pharisees were committed to Holy living, the name 

Pharisee means “the separate ones.” 
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They believed they were the truest community of 

Israel, and separate from the corruption of the 

politically motivated ruling class. 

Many of the Pharisees were actually scribes and 

Lawyers, and they prided themselves in their great 

religious exploits. 

You see when Israel was taken into captivity for their 

idolatry, that captivity was the chastening of the Lord, 

and that discipline at first yielded very good fruits in 

Israel. 

And the Pharisees came about when God allowed the 

Jews to return to Israel. 

They started out with a good heart wanting to be pure, 

and loyal to their God. 

And as they came back to God’s Law, they actually 

swung the pendulum so far the other direction, and 

instead of going off into pagan worship, they actually 

began to add to the Law of God. 

They believed the Law of God was so Holy, that they 

had to protect it with extra protective laws. 

They came up with thousands upon thousands of 

writings over the course of hundreds of years defining 

the law of God, and over time they drew a definitively 

line between themselves and the masses. 
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To be a Pharisee, they not only had to meticulously 

follow God’s Law, but also all the extra laws they 

created to a T. 

And over time they became filled with pride and they 

were darkened in their quest for a superior religion. 

And by the time Jesus, God’s Son came to this earth, 

they have had 400 years to build a system that was too 

laborious and stringent for any person to have a 

relationship with God. 

Jesus begin His earthly ministry and started bringing 

people back to God through Grace and a Relationship. 

Jesus came to free people from the bondage of the 

darkness of legalism and endless tradition, and to put 

the Law back into its rightful place. 

These men had even turned the Sabbath, a day that 

was to be a gift to the Jews, a day of rest, and they 

turned that gift from God into a day of strenuous 

exercise and complicated rules. 

This would not do for Jesus, and every step of the way, 

Jesus challenged their ideas, and by this time in our 

narrative, the Pharisees had become Jesus’ bitterest 

enemies. 

So this meal Jesus was invited too was not one of Good 

and Gracious motives; evil and darkness were behind 

this concealed hostile hospitality. 
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Jesus knew what was in their hearts, and Jesus brings 

out their ugly disposition, and brings it to the surface. 

Jesus did not go through the arduous ceremonial hand 

washing that all the other religious men did for a show 

of piety. 

Now, before you think Jesus did not wash His hands 

before He ate, and you join in the marveling here. 

I know some of you are germaphobes.  

Understand the ritual washing was so much more than 

having clean hands. 

Listen to the ridiculousness of their ceremony, this is 

from the Jewish Mishna, one of the additions they 

added to the Law of God. 

“The hands are susceptible to uncleanness, and they 

are rendered clean [by the pouring over them of 

water] up to the wrist. Thus if a man had poured the 

first water up to the wrist and the second water 

beyond the wrist, and the water flowed back to the 

hand, the hand becomes clean; but if he poured both 

the first water and second beyond the wrist, and the 

water flowed back on the hand, the hand remains 

unclean. If he poured the first water over one hand 

alone and then bethought himself and poured the 

second water over the one hand, his one hand alone is 

clean. If he had poured the water over the one hand 

and rubbed it on the other, it becomes unclean; but if 
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he rubbed it on his head or on the wall [to dry it] it 

remains clean.” (Yadaim 2.3) 

Understand this was no ordinary hand washing Jesus 

missed out on. 

Jesus refused to engage in this ceremony, and it was a 

provoking move on His part. 

Jesus went on the offensive to this meal! 

The host’s expression of disgust and disapproval was 

all Jesus needed to segue into His scorching rebuke. 

Put yourself at the table with these men, and try to 

grasp the boldness, and fearlessness of Jesus. 

Understand Jesus is no respecter of persons, He is 

bound to Truth, no matter how upset or offended the 

person might be.  

Look at verses 39-41 now…  

39 Then the Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees 

make the outside of the cup and dish clean, but your 

inward part is full of greed and wickedness.  40 Foolish 

ones! Did not He who made the outside make the 

inside also?  41 But rather give alms of such things as 

you have; then indeed all things are clean to you.  

Now, my wife, is a wonderful woman, I am blessed to 

have her as my love. 

Now, believe or not, we actually have some 

contentions in our home over various things. 
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And before my mother-in-law moved in, the dishes 

were my job, but Diana my mother-in-law has 

graciously reprieved me of this duty. 

Now, I had to take over the job of the dishes, because 

my wife, well she is a busy mother, and God Bless her, 

but when she would attempt to the fill the dish 

washer, understand she has four little ones in between 

her attempts demanding attentions, you know, these 

two are fighting, one scrapped their knee, and she just 

could not take her time to do them. 

She liked to test that Dish Washer, she really wanted 

to see what it was made of, she would throw all the 

dishes in that thing so quickly, not rinsing the food off 

the dishes, and she would  throw everything in haste in 

that dish washer in like a minute or 2, and close that 

door up. 

Now, I would come home, and I like to grab a big 

plastic cup to hold my water in while I am at home. 

A man cup, and I would see a cup, clean on the 

outside, not looking to shabby, I would fill it up, and go 

to take a gulp, and I would look in the cup, and there 

would be a spaghetti noodle or food from all those un-

rinsed dishes. 

The outside of the cup looked fine, but inside it was full 

of debris and my water was full of floaties.  

So we made a deal, I would be the one who did the 

dishes in our marriage. 
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Because we needed the inside of the cups clean as 

well. 

Now Jesus, He starts off the dialogue here with a 

doozy. 

He looks at their hands still damp with water, the 

people watched them in their great hand washing 

presentation. 

And Jesus tells it to them straight. 

You work so diligently to wash the outside of the cup 

and dish, but the inside is filthy. 

There is no confusion here on what Jesus is telling 

them. 

They are the polished dish, and Jesus exposes their 

hearts, and tells them their inward parts are full of 

greed and wickedness. 

Jesus then calls them fools, now some would say, “Not 

my Jesus, My Jesus is a God of Love.” 

But we must understand the true Jesus, the Jesus of 

the Bible this morning, not the Jesus conjured up in 

human imagination. 

Jesus never minced words with religious tyrants, there 

is no sin Jesus confronted more than religious 

hypocrisy. 

He despises it, now I admit, the word fool is rough to 

read, I looked at the Greek to see maybe if the New 

King James Version just got it wrong in its translation. 
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But the Greek ‘Aphron’ is sharper and harsher, Jesus is 

calling them mindless and stupid. 

He tells them their religious rituals have blinded them 

to simple truths and understanding, the same Creator 

God that created their physical body, the body they 

presented as so holy and clean, that same God made 

the inside of man as well. 

The Soul is just as much God’s as the Body.  

Jesus instructs them now, understand that He is not 

rebuking them, and leaving them with no options or a 

way to go. 

Jesus clearly tells them “give alms of such things as you 

have; than all things are clean to you.” 

Jesus is saying give away your greed and wickedness, 

get rid of your sins, and everything will be clean for you 

–outside and inside. Hughes 

Jesus is calling them to repentance, and change of 

direction, He is giving them the solution. 

Understand the harshness of Jesus Words are needed, 

to shake these men from their heavy-laden religion. 

Jesus is trying to soften them, humble them, and bring 

them to a place where they understand the foolishness 

of the system they have created. 

And there is no doubt that everyone that was in ear 

shot of this was now listening and waiting for what 

would happen next. 
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This is the showdown of the ages, no body every stood 

up to these men, and Jesus will keep the shots coming, 

He will now hit these Pharisees with 3 blows, or Woes 

to be more accurate. 

And each one is an exposing reality that would leave 

these men enraged or as Jesus hopes, humbled.  

Look now at the first Woe or Judgement pronounced… 

42 "But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and 

rue and all manner of herbs, and pass by justice and 

the love of God. These you ought to have done, 

without leaving the others undone.   

Jesus’ first Woe hit deep, these men always made a 

show over their giving. 

They were the high dippers, when the offering bag 

came around. 

They made sure everyone knew their commitment to 

give, and they would be so stringent, that every little 

herb growing in their gardens, were separated down to 

the tenth. 

They tithed so precisely that it was done out of pride 

and a love for themselves. 

Now, to a certain degree we can admire their 

commitment to give. 

I often see Pastor Joe crying in his office as he looks at 

the church budget, Pastor Joe would not mind a few of 



P a g e  | 13 

 

these legendary Pharisaic givers to help pay the light 

bill. 

The Pharisee never gave less than what he considered 

the legal obligation. 

But we see here they even went beyond the legal 

obligation. 

And they cannot be faulted to harshly for their giving, 

Jesus does not condemn their tithe at all here. 

Giving to the Lord is good and right, I know we do not 

talk about giving much here. 

Some of you have come from churches that hound you 

every week to give to the Lord, it is the preachers 

favorite topic. 

But you see this is why it is good we go through God’s 

Word systemically, it protects you from such abuses. 

But it also teaches us the truth about giving as we go 

through the Word. 

And tithing is not shamed here by Jesus, He clearly says 

at the end of verse 42, “these things you ought to have 

done.” 

And it is good to be reminded to give to the Lord, to 

the work the Lord is doing here at this church, we are 

not funded by any other income then what you all 

obediently give through the offering we pass on 

Sunday. 
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It is good to give to the Lord, but notice Jesus says, if it 

is done with wrong motives, with pride, with a showy 

heart, than you have missed the greater thing. 

We try not to give opportunity for giving to be done 

with these types of motives. 

I hear of churches where people parade in front of the 

church in the $50 line, or the $1000 line to show to 

everyone how much and who gives. 

But understand something about your church here, 

your giving is an act of love between you and God, in 

fact, the Pastors are not even given information on 

who gives or does not give. 

There is checks and balances built in to allow you to 

give cheerfully to the Lord, with a freewill and without 

religious burdens put on your shoulders. 

Of course, the lights, air conditioning, our outreaches, 

VBS’ and everything that takes place here has a cost, 

there is a practicality and an obvious need for those 

who are members here to give to the work of the Lord. 

Jesus says, “These things you ought to do,” but do it 

with a love for God, and be spurred in your giving by 

justice for others. 

Notice Jesus is rebuking them in their giving, because 

they are doing it for man’s recognition.  
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They completely disregard that the purpose of being 

generous is for justice, for our love for our neighbor, 

and it is an expression and love toward our God. 

2 Cor. 9:6-8 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he 

purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; 

for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to 

make all grace abound toward you, that you, always 

having all sufficiency in all things, may have an 

abundance for every good work 

Giving is an act of faith and love. 

Unfortunately some will only give if man notices, and 

that is a sad place to be.  

When you drop your tithe in the box in the back of the 

sanctuary or in the bag that the ushers pass. 

You are saying, “Thank you Lord, I acknowledge You as 

my Provider, and I am trusting You to continue to 

Provide for my needs.” 

It is a wonderful act of worship, and understand when 

you give a tithe a tenth of you income to your local 

church here, it is an act of justice, you are not only 

supporting the work here in this hurting neighborhood, 

but you are directly supporting our missionaries all 

over the world, you are giving to the work of saving the 

unborn children’s lives, as we support Rose of Sharon 

Pregnancy Care. 
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You are also supporting Israel through Love Without 

Borders the Joshua Fund, both of which minister to the 

persecuted church as well. 

Your giving to your Local church here has a further 

reach and impact than you might understand. 

God loves a cheerful giver… 

The Pharisees gave down to the decimal point, but 

they overlooked the weightier matters, and they did 

not care for the need of others, nor did they give out 

of a love for God. 

Jesus now moves on to His second Woe…  

43 Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seats in 

the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.   

Jesus continues with His barrage, and remember Jesus 

was a faithful synagogue worshipper, and even 

teacher. 

He knows firsthand these guys wanted to be in the 

best seats where the people would see them. 

The chief seat in the synagogue actually faced the 

multitude of worshippers. 

Being led to one of the chief seats was considered an 

honor. 

These men thrived on the fact that their fellow man 

recognized their worth. 
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Up in front during the scripture reading they could be 

seen making various facial expression, keeping stoic 

and austere faces. 

When something deep was read, they could nod their 

heads in agreement, and they could communicate 

their agreement by their holy demeanor. 

The folly of this all, was their pride, they did none of it 

for the Lord. 

They had no real faith, they only sought approval and 

praise from man.  

And of course this empty hearted religion lives in every 

age, these types are still around today. 

In all of their tedious religiosity, they have only one 

desire, to be noticed and recognized by their peers and 

other fallen men and women.  

Today they can be seen posting in depth praises of 

themselves, and they trumpet blast any religion that 

their lives may have. 

They make sure that every good deed is established by 

an Instagram picture, and they do not dare let any 

worship or duty to the Lord go unannounced.  

One commentator said, “I have in my files a flyer 

advertising an “All Star Worship Band.” Hughes 

How, can any man or woman claim that they are the 

stars of what is worship for a Star-Breathing God? 
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And believe it or not, we get hit up often by the self-

promoting artist or speaker, who claims they are the 

“All-Star” our ministry needs for its success. 

People read me their resumes with great pride, a 

degree there, a certificate here, I have this title, and 

that also. 

And they think those grand titles will get them instant 

access to this pulpit, and sometimes I am tempted to 

say, especially if it is after first service, “Why don’t you 

take the pulpit second service?” 

I am curious sometimes what these types, whose 

hearts are so anxious to be in front of people would 

actually say. 

Those who love the best seats, love the honor, how 

interesting it would be to just put them on the spot like 

that. 

So Jesus says Woe to you who love to be seen by men, 

who over do the greetings in the marketplaces, just to 

make a scene, and shift attention to yourself. 

And after this, He gives His third and final Woe to the 

Pharisees… 

44 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 

you are like graves which are not seen, and the men 

who walk over them are not aware of them."  



P a g e  | 19 

 

According to Jewish Custom just before the arrival of 

traveling pilgrims during the feast times, the graves 

were whitewashed. 

They did this to clearly make visible where the graves 

and tombs were. 

They protected the pilgrims from defiling themselves 

ceremonially. 

If they touched a tomb, they would not be able to join 

in the worship that they had come so far to participate 

in.  

But sometimes the tombs were missed, and were left 

unwashed and unmarked. 

And according to the teaching of the Pharisees, the 

person would become defiled even if it was on 

accident. 

Jesus explains that these Pharisees (and this time He 

includes the scribes or Lawyers in His Woe), and says 

they are like these unseen graves, and they were dead 

inside. 

These Pharisees are concerned with this burdensome 

religion here, and Jesus is saying their outward religion 

was actually a source of contamination to their 

unsuspecting followers.  

They ruined any who came to them, as they infected 

others with their traditional plagues. 
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The inner life of the Pharisee did not line up with their 

own stringent teaching. 

They taught one thing, but lived another, and Jesus 

despised this type of artificial religion. 

It is devastating to God’s Cause. 

Now, Jesus just laid into the Pharisees, He started all of 

this with avoiding a ceremonial handwashing, and in 

His last Woe here, He instigated a dialogue with 

another treacherous group, the scribes, or lawyers. 

And they take the bait, and they too will receive 3 

lashings from Jesus… 

45 Then one of the lawyers answered and said to Him, 

"Teacher, by saying these things You reproach us also."  

Now the Pharisees and Lawyers were religious allies. 

We see them in scripture never too far from the other. 

In fact, most of the Lawyers were from the sect of the 

Pharisees. 

So the previous rebukes and these that are too come 

can all be seen as one unit toward the same people. 

The Pharisees were the religionists that enforced the 

legal code that they developed. 

The Lawyers, also called scribes and experts in the Law, 

were the codifiers of the Law. 

It is said they are the ones who built a hedge around 

the law with all their extra regulations. 
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The Woes that come to the Lawyers will be against 

their abuse of the Torah, or what we call the Old 

Testament, or more specifically God’s Word. 

They added to an already perfect Word, and they to 

their own folly, thought man, in his fallen wisdom 

could enhance God’s Word. 

So Jesus tells them now in verse 46… 

46 And He said, "Woe to you also, lawyers! For you 

load men with burdens hard to bear, and you 

yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your 

fingers.   

Jesus wastes no time, and again He does not sugar coat 

anything here. 

He exposes the lawyers for loading people down with 

burdens hard to bear, and they do not even touch the 

burdens with their own finger. 

They love to create and make religious regulation for 

others, but they exempt themselves from any burden. 

Just for the Sabbath Law itself, which was simple 

enough to understand, Ex 20:8-10 

8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six 

days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the 

seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it 

you shall do no work: 
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They added 39 classifications of what labor consisted 

of, and even declared carrying anything heavier than a 

dried fig would be a violation. Hughes  

They laid such heavy burdens on God’s people, that 

you can imagine when Jesus came, and He preached… 

Matt 11:28-30 Come to Me, all you who labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29 Take My yoke 

upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly 

in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  30 For 

My yoke is easy and My burden is light."  

This was such a relief for those who in fact responded 

to Jesus’ invite, He frees us from the burden of 

manmade religion and bondage.  

In Russia, especially in the early 2000s you could see a 

similar contrast. 

The Russian Orthodox Church had such a hold on the 

people after communism fell. 

And when the Gospel started to get into the country, 

those touched by Christ’s Love and Grace, were so 

free. 

They were free, not because their government 

changed, but the darkness of the cold religion of that 

country was broken by a relationship with Jesus. 

When Jess and I walked the streets, it was a night and 

day difference between the Russian Christians we were 

serving with and the rest of the citizenry.  
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Russian’s are about the rudest people you have ever 

met, but those who had the light of Jesus in them, 

were smiling, filled with joy, they had hope and peace, 

and it was such a contrast to the brashness of 

everyone else that we encountered.  

Jesus lifts the burden, I always scratch my head at 

those who would try to bring the burdens back into the 

church. 

They want Methods, Programs, and cookie cutter little 

religious people. 

They try to put tradition in the place of Scripture, and 

they try to hedge God’s Word in with manmade 

expectations. 

We must stay vigilant against anything that separates 

us from the truth of God’s Word, or adds to it. 

So next, the second Woe is given to the religious 

Lawyers.  

47 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the 

prophets, and your fathers killed them.  48 In fact, you 

bear witness that you approve the deeds of your 

fathers; for they indeed killed them, and you build 

their tombs.  49 Therefore the wisdom of God also 

said, 'I will send them prophets and apostles, and some 

of them they will kill and persecute,'  50 that the blood 

of all the prophets which was shed from the 

foundation of the world may be required of this 

generation,  51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of 
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Zechariah who perished between the altar and the 

temple. Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this 

generation.  

Before these men can even justify themselves, or give 

any kind of rebuttal, Jesus hits them again. 

This time, at first it seem like a low blow. 

They are making monuments to the prophets of old as 

they build up their tombs. 

They did this to celebrate the dead; I think in almost 

every culture we have some kind of way of 

memorializing the dead heroes of our past. 

But what these men were doing, as they built these 

tombs for the ancient martyrs, they were testifying or 

memorializing the fact that their fathers killed them. 

In essence Jesus is saying, “Your fathers killed the 

prophets, and you are making their tombs great to 

ensure that they are in fact dead.” 

They approved of their deeds. 

Jesus says in verse 49 that the Wisdom of God, or the 

Word of God speaks, and God is saying He will send 

prophets, and apostles, and these men building 

monuments to the fallen prophets, will actually be the 

ones who cut down the New Testament prophets and 

apostles. 

They will kill God’s Son, and their rejection of Him, and 

their rejection of the apostles message, and their 
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immense persecution of the church, as recorded in 

Acts, will be such a treacherous rejection, that Jesus 

explains that all the Blood from Abel, the first martyr 

for God, all the way to the blood of Zechariah, the last 

prophet to die in the Jewish Cannon of scripture, all of 

that blood will be required of this generation. 

This is a weighty and ominous judgment that Jesus 

pronounced. 

And you only need to look at Israel’s History, and in AD 

70, the city of Jerusalem would be wiped out, 

countless Jews killed, and the Temple destroyed, the 

whole system of worship was lost, and this Woe 

pronounced on that generation has had reverberating 

effects throughout history. 

Understand the power of Jesus’ Words here. 

These men in the public eye honored the very 

prophets Jesus is holding them responsible for killing. 

They beheld the Lamb of God, the Messiah that they 

were supposed to be waiting for was in their midst, yet 

they rejected Him, they despised Him, and they loved 

their religion and clung to their tradition. 

They only needed to humble themselves and come to 

their Savior; Jesus was ready and willing to save them. 

But they rejected their loving Savior, and that is the 

greatest tragedy for anyone in this life.  
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Jesus has crushed them, and He will finish now with His 

last Woe… 

52 "Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the 

key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves, and 

those who were entering in you hindered."  

You know back when Israel had been cured of their 

idolatry, and during the early revival, when the walls 

around Jerusalem and the Temple were being rebuilt. 

We see the key to that early revival, and we see the 

approach of the religious leaders used in that revival. 

Neh. 8:8 So they read distinctly from the book, in the 

Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them 

to understand the reading.  

They used the Key of Knowledge, the Holy Scriptures to 

unlocked and opened wide God’s Truth. 

The people were given God’s Word, and the job of the 

teachers of the Law, was to bring it down to the 

people’s understanding. 

But centuries have passed since that revival, and now 

the religious leaders were burying the Key of 

Knowledge under mountains of manmade traditions. 

They have substituted the Grace and Mercy of God, 

the salvation of God with regulations and great 

stipulations. 

To take the scriptures from the people, and to replace 

it with good religion, entertainment, energized 
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worship services, or motivational speaking, is to rob 

the people of the Key of Knowledge . 

This terrible Woe has been overlooked by many today. 

Some of you have come from a religious institution 

that only allows the top of the hierarchy to see God’s 

Word. 

And that traditional church, then demands you obey a 

fallen man’s word as though it was from God Himself. 

This kind of environment falls under this judgement. 

Church leaders must never hoard or hold back God’s 

Word from His people. 

Church leaders are entrusted with the privilege of 

getting people the Key of Knowledge. 

Paul says this in… 1 Cor. 4:1-2 

Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and 

stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is 

required in stewards that one be found faithful.  

We are stewards, we are not owners, and as a 

steward, we are to be faithful to do as our Master 

desires to do with His Word. 

He wants it shared, the steward is to spread the Truths 

found within, we are sowers of God’s Word. 

We want the Seed of God’s Word to land on as many 

hearts as possible, in hopes that it finds good soil, and 

fruit comes from their lives. 
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The Bible tells us 2 Tim 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 

complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

The Word of God is to be central to Jesus’ Church, it is 

the Key of Knowledge, and the way to knowing our 

God intimately, it is a Light as we learned last week. 

When the Word of God is unrestrained, and the people 

are exposed to it, God’s Voice is the Voice directing 

their lives. 

The Psalmist declared Ps 119:105 

Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.  

This Woe falls heavy on much of the professing church 

today. 

They have substituted God’s Word, watered it down, 

soften the force and effectiveness of its power. 

Kent Hughes says, “We must free the Word from our 

scribal accretions (accumulations)…. And let God’s 

Word say what it says.    

You see as stewards we need to be very careful to 

keep the Word at the primary place in our lives and in 

the pulpit of the church we attend. 

Now, I must admit, I have not been church shopping in 

a very long time, I have only been a part of 4 churches 

my entire life, one was the one I grew up in, Calvary 
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Chapel Phelan, the next was the church I was saved in, 

Calvary Chapel Lake Havasu City, Az., where I was 

ultimately ordained a minister of the Gospel, and the 

third was Calvary Chapel Apple Valley where I was 

brought on as a fulltime assistant pastor, and last of all, 

Calvary Chapel Victorville. 

Now all of these churches placed God’s Word as the 

upper most authority and all of them went through 

God’s Word systematically. 

Now, I have only had glimpses of the church abuses of 

God’s Word, you know visiting other churches through 

attempts at ecumenical gatherings. 

But most of what I know of what is going on out there 

in the overall church comes from you all, and the 

realities that you share with me. 

I am ignorant if I am honest, and so simple minded I do 

not understand how you can hold a church service 

without opening the pages of scripture and letting 

God’s Word loose among the people of God. 

I wouldn’t know how to do it any other way. 

How can people sit in churches year after year, that 

every service all throughout the service they are 

fleecing God’s people for money and taking up 

multiple offerings and shaming those who have 

nothing to give? 
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How can people be content with being entertain each 

week, and never having the Truth of God’s Word 

answer the many searching questions in their hearts? 

What bondage it would be to be bound to religious 

rituals, and praying to dead saints, instead of coming 

to church each week to hear from God, and given 

opportunity to freely come and bring your petitions to 

God’s Throne. 

I would not be able to write a pep talk each week, or a 

motivational speech. 

If I could not open this book with you all each week, I 

would be lost in the ministry. 

I am not capable of a show, or flash, or pizazz, but I 

love this book, it is the Key of Knowledge. 

It has the answers you are looking for this morning, 

read it often, gather with God’s People around it as 

often as you can. 

Search it out, endeavor to understand all you can 

about it, and believe it, and most importantly obey it. 

I remember a Christian School, going through a hugely 

trying time. 

And the Administrator of the School contacted me, and 

she asked if I could come and give her staff a 

motivational speech. 

I said yes before I really understood what she asked. 
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And I kind of panicked, I did not have the writing 

ability, or the oratory skills to go in front of this crowd 

and motivate them with my own words. 

And I had about a week to prepare, and I had nothing. 

Pastor Joe was there that day, and he can testify about 

what happened. 

But she called me up, and I told them, I am not a 

motivational speaker, I told them I would not know 

how to motivate them at all. 

I saw the panic in the Administrators eyes, and I said “I 

do however love God’s Word, and I like to talk about it, 

if I am anything, I am a Bible teacher.” 

And we opened God’s Word that day and I taught from 

Acts chapter 27, about Paul getting caught in a huge 

storm on his way to Rome to face Caesar. 

The ship found itself in the midst of a Tempest called 

Euroclydon. 

And it led into a discussion about the storms of life, 

and the faithfulness of God’s Word and His Promises 

found within. 

And I remember every one of those teachers, and the 

leadership at that school thanked me for the 

encouraging Word, they told me they were refreshed 

and ready for whatever was ahead for them. 

And I remember talking to Pastor Joe, and we were 

talking about how they were touched by the message. 
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And Pastor Joe said, “And you did not do anything but 

open the Bible with them, and it was God’s Word that 

spoke to them.” 

And that is the Key! 

Woe to those who take away the Key of Knowledge  

and replace it with manmade speeches, programs and 

ideas. 

So Jesus has laid out six Woes, three to the Pharisees, 

and three to the Lawyers. 

We don’t read anything about the meal, the scorching 

table talk probably shortened this visit immensely.   

We see next Jesus’ enemies became irate.  

53 And as He said these things to them, the scribes and 

the Pharisees began to assail Him vehemently, and to 

cross-examine Him about many things, 54 lying in wait 

for Him, and seeking to catch Him in something He 

might say, that they might accuse Him.  

It is clear that Jesus’ dire and earnest warnings did not 

have its desired effect on the listeners that day. 

He gave opportunity for repentance and salvation as 

He shattered their proud protective walls, but they 

repaired the breach quickly and went immediately on 

the defense.  

We see here they have lost their minds, and Luke tells 

is in verse 54 they were lying in wait, a term used for a 

hunter, and they saw Jesus as their prey. 
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Their curiosity in inviting Jesus over to a meal, turned 

into a dangerous rage. 

You know Jesus still has this kind of impact on people 

today, His Word can be seen as Old Fashion, for 

another time, some accuse it of being offensive and 

too direct. 

Some think it is too narrow minded, and too rigid. 

1 Cor. 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness 

to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.  

But you see to those of us who are being saved by this 

message, we see God’s Word is full of life changing 

power. 

To us who are being saved the Gospel message found 

in these pages, it is everything. 

It is our hope, our source of joy, it is strength and our 

assurance. 

If you have never placed you faith in Jesus Christ, and 

the Promises found in the Holy Bible, come to Him 

today, just like for His host in our story this morning, 

Jesus is ready and willing to save, but you have to 

come to Him the way He laid out for us. 

You come in faith, trusting that He died for your sins, 

He was buried in a tomb for three days, and on the 

third day He rose from the dead, and now He sits at 

the right hand of the Father in Heaven. 
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In Him only salvation is found, in Him alone you can 

have forgiveness of sin, and just like He rose from the 

dead, He offers you new life as well.  

Come to Jesus this morning, and be saved and be 

secure for all eternity. 

Rejection is costly.  

Let’s pray… 

 


