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Luke 12:1-12 

The Real Deal  

Good morning church, it is wonderful to be back with 

you all. 

You may have heard our family had some rough days, 

but nothing more than many of you are going through 

or have been through. 

Our rough days included my family being hit head on 

by a drunk driver, and by the grace of God, they all 

came home from the hospital that same night. 

They are healing well, and we thank you for the 

prayers, and it was amazing to have the Body of Christ 

come around us. 

1 Cor. 12:26-27 

26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer 

with it; or if one member is honored, all the members 

rejoice with it.  

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members 

individually.  

And we got a fresh understanding of this verse, as the 

Body of Christ surrounded us. 

Now, God not only wanted me to see this verse in 

action spiritually, but in His Divine wisdom, He wanted 

me to have a great understanding of how the whole 

Body suffers, when one part suffers. 
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And about a day and half after the accident I crush my 

finger, to the point where it was hanging off, and they 

had to amputate my poor pinky finger. 

*you can look, by the way…. Explain the politeness. My 

feelings are not hurt by your curiosity.*  

But now all kinds of Biblical illustrations can be made 

by my deformed body. 

Even as I was typing this, my pinky kept trying to hit 

the “Enter” button, and other parts of my body had to 

step up to fill in where my pinky was inadequate. 

So, that was what happened to us, Jess and I believe it 

was Satan’s attempt to stop us from finishing our 

Foster Care Training, we had our last two-day class last 

weekend, and we were not going to let that serpent 

have the victory, so we were determined to go, and we 

did, we both came in a wreck and all bandaged up, and 

by the grace of God, we finished our last class, all we 

have left is our home inspection, and then we are 

waiting for our placement. 

Jess told me when all this was happening, as we were 

hit one after another, “This child that God is going to 

bring to our home must be special, and Satan does not 

want us to have the child.” 

And we are one-step closer to our home being a 

mission field. 
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The battle is intense, but as we look back at that week, 

there is no doubt that Jesus was right there with us, 

every step of the way. 

That is a great comfort to Jess and I. 

You see the Disciples of Christ are not promised escape 

from trials or Satan’s attacks. 

You remember Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, 

because of their faith in the One True and Living God 

they were brought to a literal fiery trial, as the 

powerful king Nebuchadnezzar was going to throw 

them in a fiery furnace for not bowing down to false 

gods. 

Their understanding is one of the greatest 

understandings a Believer can have in this life, that 

God is Sovereign, and no matter what takes place in 

our lives, God is still in control. 

This was their response to that mighty king… Dan 3:16-

18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and 

said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need 

to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our 

God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 

burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your 

hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O 

king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we 

worship the gold image which you have set up."  

I love this, they know God can deliver them from the 

fiery furnace, but even if He chooses not to, they 
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accept that as well, God is sovereign and has a purpose 

in everything. 

Now, God did not deliver them from the fiery furnace 

in this account. 

But what God did, was He stood with them in that 

inferno, and He stood with them through the trial, and 

saw them out of the trial. 

Understand we are not promised a hardship free life, 

but we are assured that our God will be there in the 

furnace with us. 

God will see us through the fiery trails in this life. 

And as we will see this morning in our text, that for the 

disciple of Christ, difficulties will come in this life, and 

as Jesus warns His disciples here, we too can receive 

the same warnings, and take heed to obey all that 

Jesus asks here. 

Our message this morning is entitled the Real Deal, 

and Jesus will separate the fake from the faithful 

disciple here. 

We will be in Luke chapter 12 this morning, as we will 

be looking at verses 1-12. 

Let’s pray before we look at the text… 

If you remember, we finished the last chapter with 

some intense table talk between Jesus and His 

enemies. 
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Jesus was invited to a Pharisee’s home for a meal, the 

enemies of Christ had hostile intensions, and were 

hoping to capitalize on Jesus’ popularity. 

Now, it is at that meal, Jesus gives some of His most 

scathing rebukes recorded in scripture. 

He pronounced a total of six woes or judgements 

toward the Pharisees and also the Lawyers. 

And we can imagine most of those at the meal, left the 

table with their food untouched as their rage was 

fueled. 

Jesus and His followers left as well, and from that 

meal, Jesus would teach His disciples directly. 

We left chapter 11 with the understanding that the 

Establishment or the Deep State, those corrupt 

religious rulers in Israel were on the hunt, seeking to 

bring down Jesus and any that associated with Him. 

And Jesus perhaps noticing within the ranks of the 

disciples, some cowardly behavior is starting to 

manifest in their hearts and minds. 

So like a General to His troops before battle, Jesus will 

warn them of the fight ahead, and the pitfalls they 

might succumb to in the battle. 

This talk is a “Gird up your Loins” kind of talk, as the 

worrisome followers of Christ are being intimidated by 

the enormity of their cause.  
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Jesus will challenge them to stand, at all costs with 

Him, and the challenge goes to all who would look to 

Jesus as their Savior in every age. 

Let’s look at the first three verses of Luke chapter 12 

now, if you do not have a Bible, grab one from the pew 

in front of you, and make it your own. 

Beware of Hypocrisy 

(Matt 10:26,27) 

12:1 In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude 

of people had gathered together, so that they 

trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples 

first of all, "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 

which is hypocrisy.  2 For there is nothing covered that 

will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be 

known.  3 Therefore whatever you have spoken in the 

dark will be heard in the light, and what you have 

spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on 

the housetops.  

We see now after this mealtime with His enemies the 

crowds came flocking to Jesus. 

Now, Luke shows us the crowd had grown to a number 

that was past counting, and this innumerable crowd is 

degenerating into a mob. 

We see now, the dangers for the disciples are 

increasing as those in authority were now in pursuit 

and on the hunt for Jesus, and an unruly crowd was 

dangerously surrounding Jesus. 
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Perhaps some of the disciples were having doubts at 

this point. 

The pressure of it all was causing some to ask, “Is this 

even worth it?” 

And in the midst of these hostilities those who 

normally associated with Jesus were now less open 

about their allegiance to Jesus. 

Some were hiding the fact that they were following 

Him, they were just blending in with the mob. 

And after leaving a meal time with the great spiritual 

hypocrites, Jesus was noticing now His own followers 

were putting on their own masks. 

Some perhaps even denying Him in the midst of the 

craziness. 

And it is in the midst of this unruly and uncertain scene 

that Jesus speaks to His followers, notice Luke writes 

that Jesus began to “say to His disciples first of all,” 

showing us this teaching extended past them, to the 

multitudes all the way to those who would hear these 

Words even here this morning. 

Jesus says, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees,” 

which Jesus defines, so there is no mistaking Him here, 

He defines the leaven as hypocrisy.  

Jesus is now speaking to His own about this 

permeating, infecting bacteria that is so destructive 

and also so prevalent among Christians, even today. 
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Jesus’ listeners would have clearly understood this 

illustration, many of them enjoyed the bakers bread, 

that only needed a little pinch of leaven or yeast in its 

dough to make it rise. 

Jesus is seeing the nature of the Pharisees starting to 

spread through His own followers. 

Now those principles of the Pharisees are really a part 

of human nature. 

It is natural to want to save face, to present the best of 

ourselves to others, we want to have a reputation that 

is pleasing to man. 

Our hearts are naturally inclined to be drawn to 

popularity, to be esteemed by man, and once that 

pinch of leaven is even entertained in our hearts and 

minds it grows and metastasizes to an all-consuming 

lifestyle. 

Before we know it, we are consumed with creating and 

presenting ourselves to others the best way we can. 

We hide the wrinkles, cover the gray hair, put on fake 

and phony all over our heads and bodies, just to be 

pleasing to man. 

Hypocrisy means play acting, it is a stage term, 

meaning actor, a person hiding behind a mask. 

They are all put together on the outside but the inside 

is a mess.  
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In Jesus’ context, it is used for insincerity, dishonesty, 

and deception. 

Now the Pharisees hypocrisy was in their elaborate 

religious show, and their opulent and open religious 

appearance. 

But for the disciple of Jesus it had a different twist to it. 

For the disciples, and even for you and I, the warning is 

against downplaying our commitment to Christ. 

When you come to church and play the religious card, 

and then you go into your lives, and you are 

embarrassed to stand for Christ. 

That is the hypocrisy that works slowly into the 

churchgoer, and slowly consumes their lives. 

Jesus is telling His followers to be sincere in their faith. 

Than in verse 2, Jesus explains the truth will come out 

eventually. 

You see, lies travel so fast and far, but you better 

believe right behind every lie, the Truth is not far 

behind. 

There is nothing you can conceal that will not be 

revealed, there is nothing that you can hide that will 

not be known. 

Understand if the truth never comes out, even in this 

life, Truth will prevail in the Final Judgement, and all 

will be revealed. 
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In the Book of Revelation, we are given a glimpse of 

this when we are told about the final judgment  Rev 

20:12 And I (John) saw the dead, small and great, 

standing before God, and books were opened. And 

another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. 

And the dead were judged according to their works, by 

the things which were written in the books.  

Everything will be revealed in the end. 

Now, in verse 4 Jesus shows the disciple how this 

applies directly to him. 

“Whatever you have spoken in the dark, it will be 

heard in the light, and the secrets you have spoken in 

the inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.” 

They are not going to get away with their double life. 

They walk among the disciples, but in the secret places 

they gossip, tear down, place doubt, and whisper. 

You see when you live for the eyes of man, you 

foolishly disregard the eyes of God. 

But God’s eyes see at all times and in all places. 

Ps 139:12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from 

You, But the night shines as the day; 

The darkness and the light are both alike to You.  

God sees it all, and this brings health to your Christian 

life, when you live your life, and make your decisions 

according to this understanding. 
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Jesus is challenging His followers to live as though they 

understand that God sees into every crevice and 

hidden area of their hearts and minds. 

Whatever you are hiding will eventually come out, it 

will be exposed. 

Now, in Jesus’ day the rooftop was the greatest media 

they had. 

To shout from the rooftop was to get the word out 

most effectively to the most people at once. 

The Rooftop looks much different today, with TV, 

newspaper, Facebook, and the internet on a whole. 

It is amazing what a person’s social media account 

really reveals about them, and who they really are.  

And our folly can be known to a greater degree today 

when the truth is exposed. 

Jesus wants His followers to be genuine, the fake 

cowardly person will be exposed. 

Please understand this first lesson, you cannot out run 

from Truth, Truth may not be swift or quick as the lie, 

but it is sure and reliable. 

Hypocrisy is dishonest and folly and I have seen the 

fakes come and go in the church, and Truth always has 

a way of Exposing them.  

Jesus wants His followers to own up to who they really 

are, and they need to allow God to mold and shape 

their lives. 
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We need to be real with one another, this is so 

important to Jesus. 

Now, after this poignant lesson, Jesus moves onto the 

next lesson for His disciples…  

And we really see the love in this warning, as He begins 

verse 4 with… 

Jesus Teaches the Fear of God 

(Matt 10:8-31) 

4 "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of 

those who kill the body, and after that have no more 

that they can do.  5 But I will show you whom you 

should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has 

power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!  

We see Jesus speaking this warning, knowing the 

weakness of these men; He is not rigid about it at all. 

He lifts up their spirits here, and addresses them as His 

friends. 

This is a much different tone than the one used at the 

table with the Pharisees. 

Jesus is exposing His follower’s hearts, but He is 

offering them a resolution to overcome their 

weakness. 

Again, to His enemies He offered solutions to their 

hypocrisy, but Jesus also knew none of them would 

receive His wisdom. 
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But here, His correction to His friends is done so with 

guidance. 

To the drunk driver that hit my wife, who has had this 

issue before, and will probably do it again, my warning 

to him, my plea to him, to a person, who was willingly 

negligent, my words would be much harsher than if 

Pastor Joe rear ended my truck on accident. 

To the drunkard who could have killed my wife, I 

would have had emotion and adrenaline in my 

corrective statement. 

With a friend, I would say, “Man be more careful when 

you are following me,” and we work a solution out 

together, to make the situation right.  

Jesus gave warning to the hypocrisy rising in His 

disciple’s heart but here He begins to teach them how 

to guard against this sin. 

He tells them not to fear these Pharisees, and the 

unruly mob forming around them, the worst that they 

can do to them is kill them. 

But for a disciple of Christ death is not the end. 

2 Cor. 5:8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to 

be absent from the body and to be present with the 

Lord.  

Jesus says these men can only end this very temporary 

existence here on earth, they are not able to inflict any 

kind of permanent injury to the soul. 
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The implied lesson is, live for Jesus, not fearing man, 

man is very limited on the impact they can have over 

your eternity. 

Then in verse 5 Jesus gives them the proper view, He 

tells them fear no man, but do fear God, the Judge of 

our complete being. 

The One whom after we die has the power to cast into 

hell, or Gehenna. 

The contrast is vast, man can only bring a momentary 

physical death, whereas God has the power to cast a 

person into an eternal place of torment. 

Now, Gehenna is the final hell, the final abode of all 

those who chose to reject the Gospel message of Jesus 

Christ in this life. 

Now, many today, even Christians try to downplay the 

enormity of hell, more precisely Gehenna the final hell. 

“Oh a loving God would never send anyone to that 

kind of place.” 

Or they try to say it is not a permanent existence. 

But understand hell is very real, and very terrible, and 

no one talked about hell more than Jesus Himself. 

Jesus warned about this place, the scriptures are clear, 

that God does not want to send anyone to this horrible 

place, His desire is for everyone to respond to His 

Saving Grace, found only in Jesus, His Son. 
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2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His 

promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 

toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 

all should come to repentance.  

But not all come, and the eternal consequence of their 

rejection of Jesus is perilous. 

The thought of what the Bible calls hell, this Gehenna 

is so daunting and terrible, it sends me into the great 

distress when I think about all those I know who 

choose to reject Jesus in this life. 

And we as Christians have no right to soften the blow 

of what the scriptures say of this place. 

The church’s Lukewarm preaching today, makes hell 

sound like a place of fairy tales and mythology. 

Yet the scriptures are clear about this place, Rev 20:10 

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of 

fire and brimstone where the beast and the false 

prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night 

forever and ever.  

And we are told that after the Great White Throne 

Judgement, Rev 20:15 And anyone not found written 

in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  

Where they will be forever and ever.  

This place is real, and Jesus here in Luke says do not 

fear man, but fear this Almighty Judge that is able to 
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cast anyone not found written in the Book of Life into 

eternal hell. 

Understand, this idea when fully embraced heals the 

phony Christian of his or her treachery. 

When you live your life for your God, out of fear and 

reverence for God, you are no longer comfortable in 

your sin and hypocrisy, you know, you are no longer 

comfortable looking at those images on your computer 

when your wife goes to bed. 

You are very uncomfortable when you light up that 

joint, and try to get loaded.  

You are no longer okay with cheating on your taxes, or 

lying on your time card at work. 

When you live for God’s eyes alone, you are no longer 

okay with cheating people for your own gain. 

Your lying tongue is put into check, your ego is 

humbled, and your worldview is straightened out. 

No longer are you concerned or consumed with being 

accepted and liked by man, but your life is put on a 

course to please your God. 

Fear of God is healthy, but not popular today. 

Humanism has infiltrated the church, and man has 

been put in the place of prominence, and somehow 

Christianity has become about my needs, my wants, 

my comforts, my ideas, and my success. 
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But we need a proper, biblical fear to come flooding 

back into the church. 

Solomon rightly said in… 

Prov. 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.  

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, I 

have heard people today spout all kinds of nonsense 

about what they believe. 

And although it contradicts God’s Word, they proudly 

say, “I am strong in what I believe.” As though 

confidence in folly is a bragging point. 

It does not matter what you are strong in believing 

about, unless it is the truth of God’s Word. 

The Fear of God is the beginning of knowledge. 

The Awe of God has been replaced today with good 

feelings, and “by a happy-face image of God.” Joe 

Bayley (quoted by Kent Hughes p.473) 

Jesus is giving His followers the proper perspective to 

shake that hypocritical spirit out of their hearts and 

minds. 

Not to hide behind a mask, but to stand boldly with 

Jesus in this world. 

To live for Him alone. 

Now, perhaps this idea of having to fear God is 

repulsive to you. 
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It shatters the Santa Claus image you have of God in 

your mind. 

Please understand that a Biblical Fear of God is not 

offensive or unpleasant at all. 

Look at how Jesus enlarges this idea of fearing God in 

verses 6 and 7. 

6 "Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? 

And not one of them is forgotten before God.  7 But 

the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not 

fear therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows.  

In Matthew’s account, we see the earthly value of a 

sparrow. 

Matt 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper 

coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart 

from your Father's will.  

Two sparrows are sold for a penny, we see in Luke’s 

telling that they are so cheap if you buy four that one 

is thrown in for free. 

But understand, that not one of them, not even the 

freebie is forgotten by God. 

Now, we see the vastness and limitless of God’s love 

for His Creation. 

Even the cheap snacks of the ancient orient are so very 

valuable to our God. 
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Jesus than further illustrates this great concern and 

care for His most prized creation, mankind. 

He teaches that God knows every detail of your life, 

your spirit, your soul, even your flesh and bones, down 

to the hair. 

It has been computed that a blond person has 

approximately 145,000 strands of hair, a dark-haired 

person has 120,000 strands of hair, and a red haired 

person has 90,000. Barclay p. 191 

The average beard has about 30,000 strands of hair. 

Phillips p.178 

Some of us are doing better than others. 

Now, I love my children, I love them dearly, but do I 

love them so much, that I would desire to know the 

amount of hair on their head each day. 

If I am honest, I would lose interest after I counted ten. 

Do you see the level of interest God has in each of His 

children. 

Jesus tells us not to fear man, but fear God, the Great 

Judge. 

And as He looks at His intimidated disciples, He says in 

that last part of verse 7. “Do not fear therefore” 

He is saying, “look Do not fear those religious leaders, 

do not fear this tumultuous crowd, you are so loved by 

God, a God who cares even for the sparrows, a God 
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who loves every detail of your being so much, He even 

knows the count of your hair follicles.”    

Trust Him, Fear Him, Live for Him. 

Heb. 13:6 So we may boldly say: 

"The Lord is my helper; 

I will not fear. 

What can man do to me?"  

I remember early on in our walk, Jess and I had this 

verse as a memory verse in the toddler class we were 

teaching. 

“Do not fear therefore, you are of more value than 

many sparrows.” 

Oh that understanding and truth just resonated with 

us so profoundly. 

This verse brought us through so much in those early 

years of walking with the Lord. 

At every testing and trial, at every heart break, at every 

hardship, we could trust Jesus’ words here, that our 

God was Sovereign over all, and He loved us so deeply, 

and you know, every trial since He has seen us 

through, and this verse has proven to be true. 

We don’t need to fear anything in this world, we just 

need to fear God, and trust that His Will for our lives is 

right and good, because everything we go through 

passes through His hands, and has His approval. 
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And He loves us deeply. 

Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together 

for good to those who love God, to those who are the 

called according to His purpose. 

Church, you are worth more to God than those 

sparrows, who not one of them falls to the ground 

without His knowledge.  

Joseph Fitzmeyer says “If God’s unrestricted 

providence extends to such minutiae, will it not be 

concerned also with the disciples of the heaven-sent 

mouthpiece of God?” Fitzmeyer p. 958 

God is with you Christian, we do not need to fear 

anything in this world. 

Jesus now brings home the point of this address by 

issuing two warnings to His followers. 

Beginning at verse 8 now…  

Confess Christ Before Men 

(Matt 10:32,33) 

8 "Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before 

men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the 

angels of God.  9 But he who denies Me before men 

will be denied before the angels of God.  

A disciple must not fear man, they must trust God. 
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And Jesus says here there is a reward, and an 

assurance for those who put their trust in God over 

man. 

Jesus will confess our names before the angels of God. 

In regards to our Christianity, if it is the Real Deal or 

not, our life’s confession will make this clear. 

According to Paul, the authenticity of our faith involves 

some kind of verbal confession. 

Rom 10:9-10 that if you confess with your mouth the 

Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 

with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and 

with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

Understand this confession is not something done 

once, at an altar call, that may be the beginning, but it 

is a life of confessing Christ as your Savior. 

Do you confess your allegiance to Christ when you are 

challenged by your co-workers or peers, or even your 

own family. 

Some people say, “Well I am one of those uncover 

Christians, I don’t like to make public what I believe.” 

Understand we are not a covert faith, True Faith 

involves confession, and allegiance to Our God over 

man’s approval. 



P a g e  | 23 

 

This was a life changing idea for me, I remember 

clearly the day this lesson was implanted into my 

heart. 

You see for most of my life I was trying to be accepted, 

I was insecure, and wanted to be liked by the crowd, 

be it at school, or even in the workplace later on in life. 

I went with the flow, and never had enough conviction 

to stand on my own beliefs in life. 

I followed, but I remember as clear as if it was 

yesterday, the day that my consciousness completely 

changed. 

The Holy Spirit was changing my heart and attitude 

about life and what mattered. 

I remember there was a guy on my Crew, his name was 

Lupe. 

And one day, he came at me pretty harsh, I had invited 

him to church, and we talked about his living situation 

with him and his girlfriend. 

I tried to plead with him, and explained that God 

would not bless their relationship unless they were 

married. 

And he went off and pondered our discussion for a 

while. 

And he came around the corner, I was nailing off sheer 

panel or something, and he declared, “you know I am 

not a Jesus Freak like you.” 
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He used a disparaging tone, and he tried to hit me low. 

And in that moment, I said, “Yes I am a Jesus Freak.” 

Now old Gary would have bowed out and found some 

kind of compromise, or gotten into a fight. 

But, in that moment, peace came over me, because I 

did not coward out, and I actually started rejoicing 

right there in front of him. 

And he thought he was going to work me up, and I was 

so happy, I stopped him in his words, and called my 

father. 

And I said, “Dad, guess what? I was just called a Jesus 

Freak.” 

I was so excited, I had been called so many things in 

my life, but finally the confession of my life was now 

aligned with Jesus, I was being identified with Jesus. 

Of course Lupe walked away confused and aghast.  

And from there on, I decided it was far better to be 

rejected and made fun of by man, than to be rejected 

by my Savior. 

And I chose the path that many times led to lonely 

lunches, and people mocking me because of my 

association with Jesus, I was a Jesus Freak from that 

moment on. 

It was liberating to be free of that bondage to live for 

the likes and praise of man. 
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You know, because of my stand, Lupe ended up 

coming to church and giving his life to Jesus, he 

married his girlfriend. 

And right after they were married, he told me, “You 

know you were right, we now know our relationship is 

different now, and we know that God is blessing our 

lives now, we see the change.” 

Imagine if I bowed out, and caved in for the sake of 

saving my reputation, and tried to spare his feelings, 

and dumbed down the force of God’s Word, “Oh God 

loves you anyway, He sees your heart.” Or some other 

unbiblical hogwash that is espoused today. 

They may have never known the blessings of God in 

their relationship. 

They may have never come to Jesus at all.  

Stand for Christ, Confess Christ, and He will confess 

you. 

But verse 9 tells the painful truth of those who are too 

cowardly to stand with Jesus. 

Again, Jesus presents the final Judgement, and when 

that day comes, and as the cowardly comes before the 

throne, Jesus will deny them before the angels of God. 

Can a person lose their salvation, can a person who 

once came forward and said the sinners prayer lose 

that act of faith, well that has been debated for 

centuries. 
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But Jesus is clear here, if you deny Him before men, He 

will deny you. 

You might say, “Not my Jesus.” 

Maybe not the Jesus you have made up, but the Jesus 

of the Bible, the True Jesus said this. 

Now again, this is a lifestyle of denial. 

Every one of us fail at some point or another, even the 

apostle Peter denied Christ 3 times, and was restored. 

The Grace of God is still the greatest force on this 

earth. 

And it can even overcome this great treachery, and 

you can be forgiven, but to remain in this cowardly 

disposition has eternal consequences. 

Rev 21:8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, 

murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and 

all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns 

with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."  

It is a lifestyle of cowardly denial that causes Jesus to 

deny you.  

Jesus goes on to say now in verse 10… 

10 "And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of 

Man, it will be forgiven him; but to him who 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be 

forgiven.  
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Here Jesus is warning against the blasphemy of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Which as we discussed a few weeks ago is a lifelong 

rejection of the witness of the Holy Spirit to your heart. 

The Holy Spirit’s primary role in that of an unbeliever’s 

life is to lead them to Jesus, their Savior. 

And to reject that witness is the unforgivable sin. 

God provided one Way to be saved, one Way to be 

forgiven of your sin, and that is through His Son’s 

death, burial, and resurrection. 

The Holy Spirit bears witness to you in regards to this, 

He shows us our need to surrender our lives to Jesus. 

And if you despise this witness, even with His Spirit of 

Mercy and Grace reaching out and offering salvation, 

that rejection will be a grave mistake, and is 

punishable by an eternity in Gehenna, the Lake of Fire. 

Listen, beware of hardening your heart to the witness 

of the Holy Spirit, and surrender to His leading. 

Your rejection will be costly.  

And as long as there is breath in your lungs, you have 

opportunity to be forgiven of your rejection. 

Understand Jesus contrasts the severity of rejecting 

the Holy Spirit’s invitation with the assurance of the 

same Spirit working in the heart of the believer.  
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11 "Now when they bring you to the synagogues and 

magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how 

or what you should answer, or what you should say.  

12 For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour 

what you ought to say."  

Jesus tells his weary disciples the plain truth, this is 

what I love about our faith. 

We go into it with our eyes wide open, knowing the 

cost in this life, and also the reward in the next. 

But Jesus tells His disciples “those men you fear, you 

will indeed face in the future.” 

Jesus is telling them what their future holds, that this 

world that hated Him, will hate those who follow Him 

as well. 

And they will be brought before the religious rulers, 

secular rulers, and those in power. 

Jesus tells them, that the worry that is creeping up in 

their hearts and minds has no place in them. 

The Holy Spirit, that Jesus promised would come, 

would give them the strength, even boldness, and the 

words to speak in face of such great opposition. 

And when we get to the Acts of the Apostles after we 

finish the Book of Luke, we will see this scripture 

fulfilled. 

Those disciples that heeded Jesus Words here, and 

girded up their loins, and Confessed Jesus before men, 
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these uneducated and impoverished men, did in fact 

stand before those in authority and the Holy Spirit in 

that moment gave them the Words they needed. 

These men Confessed Christ, many of them to perilous 

deaths, all but one of the Twelve died martyrs, and 

they remained strong in their faith. 

They were able to heed Jesus warning, to beware of 

the leaven of the Pharisees, to be genuine in their 

faith, to live their lives for God alone, and in the end 

they finished well, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Now, I will warn here that some lazy preachers have 

taken this verse out of context, I remember one person 

saying his pastor does not study, he trusts that the 

Holy Spirit will give them in that very hour the words 

he needs. 

I heard this pastor one time teach, and it was over an 

hour of random thoughts, and excited phrases, and a 

whole bunch of nothing. 

But they declared, “we don’t know where the Spirit 

will take us this week, we go with Him and let the wind 

blow us where it may.” 

If the man studied perhaps he would know what the 

scriptures ask of him. 

The King James says in… 
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2 Tim 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth. 

KJV 

We in America know nothing of the first century 

persecution of the church yet, so far, for the most part 

we are not before magistrates and judges for our faith. 

Surely, that could change at any moment; however, 

our command is to study to show ourselves approved. 

2 Tim 4:2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out 

of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 

longsuffering and teaching.  

Now, of course when your co-workers have you on the 

ropes, and they have you pinned and perhaps on trial 

in the lunchroom, call on this promise and ask the Holy 

Spirit to give you the right words. 

Or when a conversation starts between you and a 

stranger in the Mall or Grocery store, ask the Holy 

Spirit to give you the right words. 

These are the times this promise is given to us today. 

But to come before God’s people, to a pulpit such as 

this, and to preach the Word unstudied and 

unprepared is to be in violation of God’s Word. 

That is simply laziness.  

So let’s bring home the application for us today from 

this section of scripture. 



P a g e  | 31 

 

Maybe this morning, as you look at your life, you have 

found that you have kind of joined the “Secret Service” 

of the Christian faith. 

Your faith is not bold for Christ, your concerns are 

more for acceptance and you live to please people. 

Maybe you are living with the idea that your faith is a 

personal thing, and you don’t need to talk about it. 

Well, this morning, Jesus has shown us confession is a 

part of our genuine faith. 

We should joyfully and consistently confess Christ 

whenever possible. 

Through good times and hard times, use every 

opportunity to align yourself with Jesus, and confess 

His wonderful Name. 

Jesus pointed out in this portion that if you are a 

professing Christian, but you do not confess Him 

openly, first He says that person is a hypocrite, and 

truth will be revealed. 

Secondly, He taught that it is evident we lack a proper 

fear of God. 

When we fear man over Almighty, our logic and 

understanding is folly. 

Thirdly, Jesus taught, when man is our concern, than 

we have forgotten how much God cares for us, we 

have forgotten our worth to Him. 
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God cares so deeply for you, and that understanding 

should help us confess Him boldly before men. 

Fourthly, Jesus revealed a life that lives denying Jesus, 

will be denied before the angels in heaven. 

Fifthly, Jesus taught us the truth of the Holy Spirit, 

rejection of His invitation to believe on Jesus is the 

most costly choice a person can make. 

But on the other hand, if we embrace our confession in 

Christ, and stand with Him, that same Spirit will indwell 

us, and help us confess Jesus boldly to this world. 

Are you standing with Christ this morning, or are you 

getting along with this world? 

Understand as you grow in your knowledge of God’s 

Word and Jesus’ message, you easily see there is no 

middle ground in our faith. 

From Old Testament to the New Testament, God’s 

people are called to make a choice, choose this day 

who you will serve, the god’s of this world, or Jesus the 

Christ.  

God leaves it up to us to choose, and if you have not 

chosen to receive His Free Gift of Salvation this 

morning, you have heard the warnings of what a 

lifelong rejection of the Holy Spirit will mean. 

Please hear this morning, God loves you, He loves you 

so much, He knows the hairs on your head, or for some 

of you on your back. 
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But He loves you, and He has a plan and purpose for 

your life, stand with Him this morning. 

There will be men up here this morning, who desire to 

pray with you if that is you this morning, come up and 

receive eternal life, during this last song. 

Maybe this morning, you have heard the Words of 

Jesus, and you realize you have been apathetic in your 

faith, you do not have the courage to stand for Him, 

you worry oh so much about what others think about 

you. 

Please come up and get prayer, pray that the Holy 

Spirit would come upon you, and give you the Boldness 

to Confess Christ to this lost world. 

Let’s pray! 


