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Luke 12:13-34 

Worldly Worry 

Let us pray before we begin…  

Good morning, please turn in your Bibles to Luke 

chapter 12, we will be picking up our in verse 13… 

Remember Jesus has just left a very confrontational 

dinner with His enemies. 

We saw last week, that the crowds were getting 

dangerously large and unmanageable. 

And the disciples were getting weary and perhaps even 

cowardly. 

Jesus noticing the change in their hearts, began to 

teach His followers directly. 

He warned them about being hypocrites. 

And helped them understand, these hard times are 

refining times, and historically, from the disciples on 

throughout church history, pressing trials and even 

persecution were God’s method of separating the Real 

Deal from the imposters among His followers. 

Jesus taught those fearful and questioning disciples a 

proper worldview, beginning with the Fear of God. 

This Fear is really a Holy Reverence, and when 

understood properly, it is not terrorizing at all. 
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When we Fear God, and commit our lives to His will 

and His Authority, we are comforted with knowing that 

we are very valuable to our God. 

He cares for all of His creation, not even the cheap 

snacks of the ancient orient, the sparrow, falls to the 

ground unnoticed by God. 

Jesus said, “This God that we fear, actually loves us, 

and knows the number of hairs on our head.” 

Jesus said, “We are of more value than that sparrow 

God is concerned for.” 

Jesus then challenged the disciples to stand with Him 

at all costs, and confess Him before men. 

He was challenging the scared disciples to stand, even 

in these fearful circumstances. 

Jesus confirmed that if we stand with Him in this life, 

and confess Him before man, that He will confess us 

before the angels in heaven. 

Jesus explained to them the cost of this kind of 

commitment, and told them those very men that they 

were fearful of, will one day try them before the 

religious rulers, and secular magistrates, and God’s 

Holy Spirit with stand with them, and give the words to 

confess before their rulers. 

And it is interesting, you know this is a pretty powerful 

sermon Jesus has just preached to this multitude. 
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But it never ceases to amaze me the preoccupation of 

self that man is capable of. 

Sometimes it does not matter how clear you are with 

people, about what God’s Word says, they will choose 

to only hear what they want to hear. 

And someone from the crowd demonstrates this for 

us, he missed the great call to commit to Jesus, and he 

is only their for what Jesus will do for him. 

Look at verses 13-15 with me…   

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

12:13 Then one from the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, 

tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."  

14 But He said to him, "Man, who made Me a judge or 

an arbitrator over you?"  15 And He said to them, 

"Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life 

does not consist in the abundance of the things he 

possesses."  

We see the demand comes from an unnamed man 

from the crowd who was so obsessed with getting 

what he considered was owed to him, that he totally 

disregards Jesus’ former message, and rudely 

interrupts Jesus. 

His question is so far out of left field and selfish that it 

completely distracted from the impact of the message 

of confessing Christ before men. 
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And he is so blind by what he wants from Jesus, he 

doesn’t ask Jesus to hear the cause from both sides of 

the argument, but demands Jesus to “tell my brother 

to divide the inheritance with me.” 

Now, it was the practice of the day to come to a rabbi 

with your legal issues, and they would settle matters of 

this nature. 

Now, of course the law of God is clear on these 

matters. Deuteronomy 21:15-17 defines the Firstborn 

right to Inheritance. 

And perhaps this young man is the younger brother, 

and he is not satisfied with what God’s Word asks of 

him. 

Jesus just pointed His hearers toward heavenly 

thinking and a Godly Fear, yet this man was thinking 

worldly. 

This man desired to bring this world’s cares into his 

religion. 

The church is filled with these types, they come to 

Jesus, expecting Jesus to bless their finances, to bless 

their business, to give them health, to grant them favor 

in court, and they only come to Jesus in hopes that 

Jesus will do something for them. 

They pay no bother to the call to taking up their cross, 

or laying down their life for Christ, they pay no mind to 

the sacrifice of the Christian faith, the call to the 

service of others, and giving. 



P a g e  | 5 

 

They only want to converse with a Jesus that will favor 

them in whatever their hearts desires. 

We see here it is evident Jesus does not like this kind 

of brazenness at all, because when Jesus replied, He 

calls the guy, “Man” as if he was a stranger to Jesus. 

Jesus informed the man that He was not a judge or 

arbitrator over his affairs. 

Jesus would not be drawn into these kinds of disputes 

and squabbles. 

Jesus came first of all to save people, to deliver, to 

make a way for humanity to find salvation. 

His first advent did not entail judgement. 

Now of course when Jesus returns to this earth at His 

second advent, He will judge, but not in the “People’s 

Court,” He will Judge on the basis of what you did with 

the knowledge of Him. 

Those who Confessed Jesus with their lips and lifestyle 

with be given eternal life, and those who denied the 

witness of Jesus, and rejected His Gospel of Salvation, 

will be cast away into eternal darkness and where the 

flame burns for all eternity. 

But this was not His task during His earthly ministry. 

And Jesus denies this man a ruling, and then speaks 

broadly to them, to those listening.  
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In verse 15, He tells them to “Take heed and beware of 

covetousness, for our lives do not consist in the 

abundance of the things that we possess.” 

Covetousness means to lust to have more than what is 

one’s fair share, and boundless grasping for more. 

Hughes  

Now this is interesting, if any sin today is overlooked 

and normalized, it is covetousness. 

Our whole society, this capitalistic ideology is built 

upon covetousness.  

The people at Madison Avenue pay millions upon 

millions on advertisements to get you to desire 

something that they say you need. 

They put their product on an influential person, pay 

that person unheard of amounts of money to lie, and 

say they use that product. 

And the masses go crazy to get that product that they 

are convinced that they cannot live without. 

The commercials get into your head, they make you 

feel less like a human being if you don’t have their 

product. 

The bloggers you follow are paid to put products in 

front of you, telling you moms you are an awful mom 

unless you get what they are using. 

It is a terrible system, and one of endless 

consumerism. 
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We live our lives thinking if we just get that next thing, 

like they have, we will be content, and we will arrive at 

some peaceful plain. 

But the last thing you chased did not do it, neither will 

the next thing. 

I remember being in High School, and seeing my friend, 

Daniel Stauffer’s 1992 Dark Green Ford F-150, it was a 

single cab, clean as a whistle, new shiny wheels, we 

ditched school one day in it, and I just drooled over 

that thing. 

I thought to myself in that moment, “Self, one day you 

will drive a sweet Ford F-150 just like this, and your life 

will be content.” 

I got out of High School, and started working 

construction, and I was driving a little Mazda B2000 

pick-up truck and I just could not shake my desire for a 

Ford F-150, and you know I worked hard, and I was 

able to buy a used 1992 Ford F-150, just like I always 

wanted, since I saw my friend driving one. 

But you see by the time I finally got my 1992 Ford F-

150 it was 1999, they had changed the Body style on 

the truck two years prior.  

And I was now driving an outdated boxy truck, and the 

new ones were so shiny and now aerodynamic, and Oh 

man I just knew my life would be content if I had one 

of those new body styles. 
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And I worked so hard, and you know I finally was able 

to get to a place where I could get a newer truck. 

It was a couple years old, but it was all black, and the 

new aerodynamic body style and I had a Triton V8 in 

that thing, it was 4-wheel drive, and it was everything I 

ever hoped for in a truck, until that first monthly 

payment came my way. 

Then all the sudden, it was not as exciting, and the gas 

in that truck was miserable, and I found out that 

something I thought was going to be so fulfilling, was 

such a great disappointment. 

Then I had another thought, I said “Self, you know 

what might complete this truck, new rims, beefier 

tires, a new intake system, a louder exhaust, and lets 

lift it a little.” 

And guess what, I was still so unhappy, so discontent, 

and I saw guys on the freeway with trucks like mine, 

but they had dirt bikes and toys in the back of them, 

and thought again, “self, you need a nice new quad to 

go in the back of that thing, and then you will be 

content.” 

I bought myself a nice racing quad, the best they had 

on the market at that time, and you know what, before 

I could pay the first payment I rolled that quad down a 

cliff, and wrecked it. 

I was able to get it fixed up and running, but it was 

never right after that. 



P a g e  | 9 

 

And you know what happened one day, I again, looking 

at a co-workers F-350, I said, “Self, that is it, you need 

to get a bigger truck, and your miseries will be behind 

you!”  

You see I was just so miserable in my pursuit, and I had 

so much debt, as I chased after what this world was 

offering to satisfy my soul, and that there was a 

glimpse into my early 20’s. 

And I learned then, first off, I need to stop talking to 

myself, but also this man can never be satisfied, there 

is nothing in this world that can satisfy me, I tried 

drugs, alcohol, women, I chased money, and I was 

always so miserable and discontent. 

Praise God, I found the Lord at 24 years old, and my 

thirst was quenched by the Water that He offers. 

Now I am not saying I am immune to covetousness 

today, but I hate what it did to my life early on, and 

now I try to war against it. 

I am teaching my kids to talk back to the commercials. 

When they tell my kids that they need another toy, I 

teach them to yell back, “I don’t need that.” 

I encourage you to try it, yell at your TV, or that 

advertisement, fight back against the Billboards, and 

shameless product plugs, that lead to this endless 

chase for more. 
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Understand Satan is a consumer, he consumes, and 

consumes, and consumes. 

He is wasteful, and reckless, and that what he wants 

you to be. 

You cannot afford the things other people have, so he 

puts in your hand a harmless piece of plastic, and tells 

you, “you deserve it.” 

And that little piece of plastic seemed so harmless at 

first, but now has created so much bondage in your 

life. 

Can I say something, if you cannot pay cash for 

something, you do not deserve it. 

Our nation is piling up in debt, just to keep up with the 

Kardashians. (Is that still a thing.) 

Jesus says beware of this, but the American Christian 

has kind of embraced covetousness as the not so bad 

sin. 

It is the 10th commandment, and understand it is a 

deadly sin. 

People sell their souls to wear and look a certain way. 

Hear Jesus this morning, “Our lives do not consist in 

the abundance of things we possess.” 

Do not look at what others have, and desire to grasp 

that which God has withheld from you. 

Don’t consume yourself with having what others have. 
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1 Tim 6:6-10 Now godliness with contentment is great 

gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is 

certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food 

and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9 But 

those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a 

snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which 

drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the 

love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which 

some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, 

and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  

Contentment is our goal, be content with what God 

has given you in this life. 

A desire to be rich, is a snare in life, and when your 

heart is bent on loving money and more of it, you will 

find your heart pierced through with many sorrows. 

The Apostle Paul said this…  

Phil 4:11-13 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I 

have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 

I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. 

Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be 

full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 

need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.  

Godliness with contentment is great gain. 

Church, let every listener take Jesus’ Words to heart 

here this morning. 
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Make a very conscious effort daily to ask yourself “Am I 

a greedy man or woman?  

Am I selfish, do I crave material possessions; do I seek 

prestige and honor, power and position?  

Or am I giver, and do I enjoy giving to others and good 

causes? 

What is your motivation that gets you going in the 

morning? 

This thirst for more can never be quenched, it is like 

trying to drink salt water to pacify your thirst; you will 

always need more. 

Jesus clearly says your life does not consist of an 

abundance of possessions.  

Then Jesus speaking to the would be fool, and all those 

listening, then gives a parable to bring home this point. 

Once again, Jesus uses the Providence of God, the 

Sovereignty of God to bring the correct thinking about 

in our hearts this morning. 

Covetousness enters into our heart when we lose sight 

of the One who has the power to cast us into hell fire.  

When our hearts stop fearing God, than the “I’s” and 

“Me’s” start to consume our hearts… and we become 

thankless hoarders and coveters.  

Let us look at the illustration Jesus gives here… 
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16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The 

ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.  17 

And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, 

since I have no room to store my crops?'  18 So he said, 

'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 

greater, and there I will store all my crops and my 

goods.  19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have 

many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; 

eat, drink, and be merry."'  20 But God said to him, 

'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then 

whose will those things be which you have provided?'  

21 "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not 

rich toward God."  

Jesus gives an illustration of a man who is seduced by 

this world’s philosophy of covetousness. 

He has arrived, and as far as this world is concerned, 

he is a success. 

What a year he had, the weather was perfect, the 

disease was held off, the rain was just enough, and the 

winds were mild. 

His crops multiplied wonderfully, and this man takes all 

the credit and completely disregards The Lord of the 

Harvest. 

He never even considered it was God who allowed for 

this great bumper crop. 
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This man does not even consider why or what God 

would have him do with the excess, nor does he even 

think of anything beyond himself. 

Eight times, he says “I” and four times, he says “me.” 

Notice he was already wealthy, this was the ground of 

a certain rich man. 

He is so inward focused; his counselor is even himself, 

as he converses with his own wisdom. 

Now, he did not come into this new wealth 

dishonestly, he worked hard for it, he was worked an 

honest living to gain his hard earned money. 

He did not cheat anyone, he did not devour widow’s 

houses, and we do not see him unjustly treating his 

employees. 

And God blessed him materially, and gave him huge 

yields. 

But this is where his danger lies, and perhaps in your 

heart this morning the same treachery is exposed. 

Having this false sense of security, he stumbled into 

selfish thinking. 

I will build bigger barns, which seems logical and 

prudent. 

But you see, it is what is lacking in his line of thought 

that is the lesson here. 
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He did not consider his stewardship that God 

entrusted to him. 

He cared nothing about the poor, sick and unclothed 

around him. 

He did not consider whom he could help with this 

great increase. 

He was completely self-absorbed. 

And in his concluding thought, we hear the American 

Dream’s end goal in it. 

“I have stored up many goods for many years, now I 

will take it ease, I will eat and drink, and be merry, I 

will build a ranch in Idaho, I will lay out on the beaches 

of Cancun, I will live for me.” 

Please note, that this is the only mention in the Bible 

of retirement, and here it is in a negative context. 

Now, of course, the Bible does recognize aging, and 

slowing down, but it never once permits a retirement 

of self-indulgence. Hughes p. 480  

We are prudent to set aside a savings or retirement for 

our final years, but our goal is not hedonism.  

This man was hedonistic.  

Hedonism is the doctrine of pleasure and happiness as 

the greatest good that can be achieved. 

A retirement that lives for self is anti-Christian and an 

immoral retirement. 
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This man had lost sight of God’s Sovereignty, and he 

planned his life as though this life was it. 

He laid up treasure for himself in this life, and all of his 

foolish heirs will tomorrow be squabbling and fighting 

over it all. 

J. Vernon McGee mentions an interesting Headstone 

that he read, it says: 

Here lies John Racket 

In his wooden jacket. 

He kept neither horses or mules. 

He lived like a hog. 

He died like a dog. 

And left all of his money to fools.  

And this man in Jesus story was living as though there 

was no God to be accountable to. 

Ps 14:1 

 The fool has said in his heart, 

"There is no God." 

They are corrupt, 

They have done abominable works, 

There is none who does good.  

Remember last week, we learned what the beginning 

of all knowledge was. 
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Prov. 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.  

Today, the dangers are no different for us. 

We have the wisdom found in God’s Word, and we can 

foolishly ignore its instructions, and make our end goal 

self-indulgence.  

But God asks us to acknowledge Him and to thank Him. 

He is the One who gives our hands the ability to work, 

He is the One who brings the increase in our life, it is 

His doing, and you know He can take it all away in a 

moment.  

God called this man a Fool! Because life is so short, too 

short to live your life hoarding and selfishly gaining 

more for yourself. 

You see, the wisdom here, is found in verse 21, He who 

lays up treasure for himself in this life, is not rich 

toward God. 

And in this short life, you may find momentary 

comfort, you may find a life of new stuff, but in the 

end you will leave it all to others who will not 

appreciate your hard work, or your sacrifice. 

There is only one place, where your investments will 

be eternal. 

These investments are for poor and rich alike, 
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And notoriously, those who are poor have a better 

understanding of this than those who are rich in this 

life. 

But the investment that goes into eternity, is what you 

give to others. 

The Bible honors those who are stewards over what 

God has entrusted to them to bless others and His 

work. 

Think of who we have seen so far just in this Gospel 

record… 

We saw a centurion who built a synagogue for God’s 

people, we got a glimpse of Martha’s hospitality and 

the well-connected women who supported Jesus’ 

ministry. 

All of which were rich toward God. 

Kent Hughes says here… “The way to become rich 

toward God is to invest in Christ’s Church and in the 

lives of His people.” 

Listen, we can live this life to the fullest, we can live 

with the mindset this is all there is, and we can laugh 

and celebrate ourselves all the way to the grave. 

And in the end, we will discover we are only fools in 

God’s eyes. 

Or you can be rich toward God because you gave and 

you gave, and you gave. 

Your open hands please God. 
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Listen, maybe you are thinking, “I don’t have much to 

give.” 

Learn to give with your little, commit to give to the 

Lord a tenth, of whatever little you have, and when the 

increase comes you will have no trouble letting go of it 

as well. 

I remember losing my job 2008 when the housing 

market crashed, and construction died abruptly, Jess 

and I just started to worry about losing everything, and 

that temptation came to us. 

“Well, surely God would understand that we need 

every penny to survive.” 

But Jess and I prayed, and we both knew that was 

backward, if we were to ever get out of this hole we 

were suddenly in, we needed to continue to honor 

God in our giving, and we needed to thank Him with 

whatever increase we were blessed to have. 

And we continued to give a tenth of our increase, and 

you know, as we put our mite in each week, if it was 10 

bucks from the $100 I made weeding someone’s yard, 

or $5 from the $50 I made patching someone’s drywall, 

we gave. 

And you know, God begin to open more and more 

doors to employment for me. 

And before I knew it, I was going between 3 different 

contractors, and when one would run out of work, the 

other would have something, and there were weeks, I 
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was making more than I did, then when I was with my 

fulltime job. 

We learned so much in those years of testing and 

trials, and I will tell you what the Lord showed us there 

in the hard times has never left us, today there is 

nothing that gives us more joy in our finances than 

giving to the Lord. 

To honor Him, to thank Him each week, as we drop 

that tithe in the basket, we just know no matter what 

trials come, God will continue to be the One who 

brings the increase in our lives. 

We can never stand and take credit for anything we 

have or gained in this life, it is all His. 

Giving to the Lord is good in every seasons of our lives. 

You see giving breaks us free of Greed, and when you 

give you become rich toward God, it is an act of faith 

as you give of the increase He brings to your life. 

It frees you from worldly worry; you see worry is the 

product that your life produces when you are 

preoccupied with material possessions and more for 

yourself, when you are concerned with what you don’t 

have, instead of being thankful for what you do have. 

Worry creeps in, because when you are on your own, 

with no thought of God’s Hand over your life, you are 

afraid of not having enough, you see Greed can never 

have enough. 
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So Jesus speaks a lesson next to His disciples, and to us 

this morning, when we gain the proper eternal 

perspective, worldly worry has no place in our hearts. 

Do Not Worry(Matt 6:19-21,25-34) 

22 Then He said to His disciples, "Therefore I say to 

you, do not worry (or be anxious) about your life, what 

you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on.  

23 Life is more than food, and the body is more than 

clothing.  

Jesus knew that worldly worry would ruin His 

follower’s ministries and lives. 

The disciple that worries about these issues become 

paralyzed in their ministry and service to others. 

Jesus commands us not to worry, if our life is not ours 

but His, and we are living this life for His bidding and 

for His honor, our life is lived for more than food and 

clothing. 

We are more than just bodies that need to be fed, 

watered and clothed. 

This puts us on the same level as the beasts of the 

earth, and it reduces Jesus to a genie, granting our 

wishes and demands in this life. 

And it blinds us from the spiritual realities that the 

Bible reveals about our existence. 
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We are Created in God’s image, we are here on this 

earth to live for Him, to bring Him Glory, to lead others 

to Him. 

Jesus gets the disciple’s thinking on the right track by 

saying next…  

 24 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap, 

which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God 

feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the 

birds?   

Jesus is telling them and us this morning, look at those 

birds in the air. 

You know, we have some Mockingbirds this year who 

have nested on our patio, and we have seen two sets 

of babies grow and fly out of that nest this year. 

Every time the baby birds leave the nest Jessica weeps, 

and is so touched by the whole journey we had with 

those birds, watching them grow. 

Personally, I am just glad they will not be pooping all 

over our patio anymore. 

But I watched them with amusement some days, and 

everyday mom and dad are consistently bringing food 

to their children, the first time they had five babies, 

and the second time is was about four. 

But those parents had no trouble finding food for their 

kids. 
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They were coming with butterflies, cockroaches, and 

all kinds of insects, it was amazing how quickly they 

were coming back with more food, as those babies 

held their mouth open. 

God provided an abundance for their two families this 

year. 

And Jesus says, “That is a sermon, that is a promise, 

God says look to the birds, the Ravens even.” 

I hate the Ravens, it seems every week, God feeds 

those scavengers with my trash in my trashcans. 

Those birds are brilliant, they can get those lids open 

and feast no problem on our old food, dirty diapers, 

and all kinds of delights.  

But they are cared for, and that is a testimony to me, 

that those birds who have no retirement, they have no 

storehouses, they live everyday counting on God’s 

Blessing, and God is faithful to feed them. 

An unknown author wrote… 

“Said the Robin to the Sparrow, 

I should really like to know  

Why these anxious human beings 

Rush about and worry so.” 

Said the Sparrow to the Robin, 

“Friend, I think that it must be, 

They have no Heavenly Father, 
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Such as cares for you and me.” Author Unknown 

We are the most worrisome of all of God’s Creation. 

And Jesus is speaking to you this morning, you who are 

just pressed down this morning, overwhelmed, those 

of you who may be on the brink of a breakdown over 

worry. 

God’s Word is assuring you this morning, let it be 

comforting to you this morning, that in His Word, He 

says He takes care of those fowls, and understand you 

are of more value to Him this morning than those birds 

He cares for. 

Look back at your life right now, and from that 

moment you set out to walk in this world with Jesus, 

and you accepted His offer of Grace and He came into 

your life, has He ever forsaken you? 

No, and all those ‘what ifs’ you are worried about right 

now, God will continue to take care of. 

Jesus says next…  

25 And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to 

his stature?  26 If you then are not able to do the least, 

why are you anxious for the rest?   

If you are short, what does worrying about it 

accomplish? Will you grow even one inch by worrying? 

Those things that are just out of your hands this 

morning, those things that you just cannot help, those 

things that are beyond your understanding, if you 
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cannot change them, why are you anxious and worried 

about them. 

Look up, put your confidence in your God, His eyes are 

on you this morning, look for the lesson that He is 

trying to teach through the hardship, and trust that 

you will not be overcome by anything in this world. 

What has worry ever accomplished in your life, besides 

loneliness, health issues, stress, and bondage. 

Worry strains your life, my life. 

Jesus says…  

27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil 

nor spin; and yet I say to you, even Solomon in all his 

glory was not arrayed like one of these.  28 If then God 

so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more 

will He clothe you, O you of little faith?  

Our family was on a walk around our neighborhood on 

Friday evening, it cooled down enough to get out and 

walk. 

And Sofia my 7 year-old and I found some flowers, the 

desert wind was blowing them off one of our 

neighbor’s desert willows. 

These beautiful flowers were just blowing across the 

street, and I picked one up, and the beauty was unreal, 

it passed any human artist the way the pinks, and 
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purples just blended together and laid on top of the 

white pedal, with a dash of yellow in the middle. 

The patterns were strikingly similar to the other 

flowers, but each one, as you looked closely were 

individually unique to themselves.  

God’s artistic touch is unmatched in this universe, no 

outfit even worn by King Solomon, could even come 

close to God’s creativity. 

But God’s artwork was blowing across the desert floor, 

and soon those desert willows will lose their very 

temporary beauty. I think only a couple of weeks a 

year in the summer do they bloom. 

Jesus said God so clothes the grass of the field with 

such glory and beautiful flowers, yet they are here 

today and then they go away and are used for kindling 

in the furnace. 

Jesus says with such detail given to the grass, how 

much more will He clothe you O you of little faith. 

Your Father knows your needs this morning; your 

worry is pointless, turn your heart heavenward and 

trust in Jesus’ Words here. 

Worry insults God and it defies our reality. Hughes  

Understand, the Bible also tells us to be diligent 

workers, and it does not you permit sitting on your 

couch saying, “I am not worrying Lord, I am trusting 

you.” And then you binge watch Netflix. 
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There is a responsibility on our part to step out in faith, 

and get busy as well.  

Prov. 6:9-11 

9 How long will you slumber, O sluggard? 

When will you rise from your sleep?  

10 A little sleep, a little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to sleep —   

11 So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler, 

And your need like an armed man.  

So Jesus next gives us one Don’t and then gives us the 

Do that will help us overcome the Don’t. 

29 "And do not seek what you should eat or what you 

should drink, nor have an anxious mind.  30 For all 

these things the nations of the world seek after, and 

your Father knows that you need these things.  31 But 

(Do) seek the kingdom of God, and all these things 

shall be added to you.  

Jesus rebukes the anxious mind, and says worry is 

useless especially for Christians. 

God knows your needs this morning. 

Worry projects the worse, and it kills the hope in our 

lives. 

Hope overcomes worry, hope drives us forward in 

faith, especially if your hope is in Christ Jesus this 

morning. 
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George MacDonald explained, “No man ever sank 

under the burden of the day. It is when tomorrow’s 

burden is added to the burden of today, that the 

weight is more than a man can bear.” 

Jesus said in Matt 6:34 Therefore do not worry about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own 

things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

You see obsessively worrying about your food, the 

clothes on your back, this is the act of a heathen, an 

unbeliever. 

Jesus says the nations of the world seek after these 

things. 

James 4:1-3 Where do wars and fights come from 

among you? Do they not come from your desires for 

pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do 

not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. 

You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do 

not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask 

amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

Our prayers are amiss when we are spending them on 

our own pleasures. 

Jesus gives the ‘Do’ to overcome this, “Seek first the 

Kingdom of God, and these things shall be added to 

you.” 

Where are your priorities this morning?  

Is God first?  
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Seek first the Kingdom of God, and all these other 

things will be put in the right place, and you will be 

cared for. 

You see worry comes when we try to cheat this. 

We put the kingdom of God, third or fourth, and we 

honor God with what is left in our life. 

Seek first the Kingdom of God, and the promise Jesus 

states here will comfort your heart mind. 

If you do not put Him first, and your life is consumed 

with where your food will come from, where your 

clothes will come from. 

You will not have time for the Lord; you will be 

relentlessly chasing the more in this life. 

You know the worrier is a lonely person, their worried 

and anxious lives debilitate them, they are controlled 

by it, and they are frozen and consumed by it all. 

Jesus is offering you a better way this morning. 

Seek first His Kingdom, what does that mean? 

It entails a life lived for others, serving God is serving 

others. 

You will find the worry will be stripped of its power 

when your heart is consumed with serving God by 

living for others. 

I guarantee whatever you are worried about this 

morning, it will most likely start with the word “I” or 
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“Me”, and what “I” or “Me” is not getting or how I am 

being cheated, or I am not getting what is owed to me. 

Worry is selfish to the core, give yourself away. 

And when you do, Jesus assures us next… 

32 "Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom.  33 Sell what you 

have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags 

which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that 

does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth 

destroys.  34 For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.  

Fear not, Jesus says, be liberated from worry, by 

understanding the greatest benefit that is available to 

you. 

It is God’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom this 

morning. 

But understand the extreme that Jesus is teaching us 

this morning. 

Jesus is saying the gain in this life is worthless, don’t 

put your heart into this life, but invest yourselves into 

the Kingdom. 

Into moneybags that do not grow old, into treasures in 

heaven that will not fail you. 

Where a thief cannot come in a steal from you, and the 

moth will not destroy. 
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Every one of us are called by Jesus to Divest ourselves, 

to loosen our grip on this material world, and to invest 

our resources to bless others, and to give. 

You see heavenly treasure will endure, this is the 

treasure that a generous lifestyle stores up. 

If you want to find joy and peace in your life,  if you 

want a life that worldly worry has no place to dwell 

around? 

Take an assessment of your life right now, and 

honestly deal with your heart on selfishness and 

covetousness. 

Commit to being generous with everything, your 

money, give to the work of the Lord… Your home, use 

it to be hospitable and to touch people for Christ, your 

possessions, your cars, your time, your lives, use them 

to bring glory to God. 

Understand True Faith this morning; not the Joyce 

Myer, Joel Osteen faith, that makes God your personal 

chauffeur and banking system. 

True faith is laying everything down in our lives, 

especially your most treasured possessions, and put 

everything at the feet of Jesus, and tell Him, “use it for 

your Glory.” 

And gather it all up, do an inventory, and lay it down, 

and ask “how can this bring you Glory Lord?” 
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Jesus ends this teaching by saying… “For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Your heart and treasure always go together. 

Your heart decides where your energy will be spent, it 

decides what is valuable to you, it chooses where you 

allow your time to be used, and it will treasure 

whatever is most valuable to you. 

Where is your heart this morning? Is it in building 

bigger storehouses, and bank accounts? 

Is your heart set on your hobbies, your home, maybe 

your kitchen, your walk-in closet, is it in your car, your 

business? Then worry may be a way of life for you. 

Or is your heart in heaven, is it driven to be in your 

church, to serve your community, is it on Gospel 

preaching, mission’s work, is it on the poor, the 

fatherless, the widows. 

If it is you have no worries this morning, you are 

invested in what matters. 

Are you content this morning? Or are you concerned 

with what’s yours, and wanting more? 

When we understand our eternal investments 

correctly, we have wonderful assurances in scripture.  

I will end with this promise found in Hebrews, it’s a 

promise found after some important instruction. 

Heb. 13:5 Let your conduct be without covetousness 

(Yell at the commercials!) ; be content with such things 
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as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave 

you nor forsake you." 

God is with you this morning, if you are with Him. 

What a wonderful thing for us to consider. 

Let us pray…  

If you are worried about many things this morning, 

these guys are here to pray for you. 

Come up and get prayer. 

This whole system in our culture is built upon 

capitalizing upon your worries, please, I know some of 

you are so burdened down this morning, on the brink 

of a breakdown, you feel like you are a moment away 

from a panic attack, come forward and get prayer, and 

rest in Your God this morning, He will never leave you 

nor forsake you.  


