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Luke 12:35-48 

Always Be Ready  

Please turn in your Bibles to the Gospel of Luke, we are 

in Chapter 12, this morning verses 35-48. 

Let’s pray… 

Would you agree this world is unjust? 

The scales are so far tipped toward evil. 

I look at our laws, and our Justice System is so far from 

fair, and today it seems the criminal and the corrupt 

have more rights than the victim and they are 

protected by insane laws. 

California leads the way in the evil agenda, did you 

know before a Jerry Brown left office, he passed a law 

that no matter what crime you committed, if you 

declared you had a mental illness, the judge would 

then send the defendant to a diversion program, and 

once completed they could be released into the public 

again. 

Anyone for any crime now can skip out on a prison 

sentence by lying and they have a mental illness. 

It allows for people to scapegoat their consequences, 

and turns them into a victim needing help, and the 

true victim is left with no closure at all. https://www.usnews.com/news/best-

states/california/articles/2018-07-26/california-law-expands-treatment-for-mentally-ill-suspects   

The law is insanity, and that is only one of the unfair 

and unjust laws that have been passed today. 

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/california/articles/2018-07-26/california-law-expands-treatment-for-mentally-ill-suspects
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/california/articles/2018-07-26/california-law-expands-treatment-for-mentally-ill-suspects
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Our system is corrupt, and we no longer have a society 

that allows personal responsibility for an individual. 

Understand in our world every form of government 

ever created by man is fallen. 

Now, The American Experiment, this Free Republic is 

easily the best form of government as far as Freedom, 

and civil liberty is concern. 

But we are seeing today, even in our Free Republic 

there are great flaws. 

You see it was founded upon the Word of God, and our 

form of government only succeeds when its template 

is laid upon Biblical morality, and Biblical principles. 

It succeeds when the Families within its system adhere 

to the Biblical model. 

You see, the moral health of the family is the nucleus 

of this Free World.  

One of our Founding Fathers, Patrick Henry, declared… 

". . . Virtue, morality, and religion. This is the armor, my 

friend, and this alone is what renders us invincible. These 

are the tactics we should study. If we lose these, we are 

conquered, fallen indeed . . . so long as our manners and 

principles remain sound, there is no danger."  

Patrick Henry 

Today our free Republic is crumbling, because of the 

moral decline, the breakdown of the family, 

fatherlessness, and the rise of self-interest among the 

individuals. 
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No longer are we looking to use our Freedom to better 

the whole and to look out for our neighbor. 

People are using their individual freedoms and liberties 

to better their own life and situation. 

"A nation as a society forms a moral person, and every 

member of it is personally responsible for his society." 

Thomas Jefferson 

And man has worked hard over the past 242 years, 

well 243 years next week, to tear apart this American 

System built upon the Truths of God’s Word. 

And every form of government in this world has 

proven ineffective and unsustainable.  

However, I don’t know how often you think or ponder 

this, soon there is coming a King and He will establish a 

government and Kingdom that will be ruled by justice, 

equity, with fair scales, with love and care for all. 

Church, understand something that this distracting 

world tries to conceal from you daily. 

Jesus is coming soon, first for His Bride, the Church, 

than He will come back to this earth and He will 

destroy the works of Satan and all rebellion. 

And He will rule and reign. 

Jesus came first to this earth as a harmless Baby, who 

grew into a humble carpenter, and died as a Savior to 

all who believe upon His Name. 
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Grace is now the way to God, but when Jesus comes 

again, He will rule with a Rod of Iron. 

Righteousness will be a way of life, and there will be no 

other option than to live by His Truth. 

Personally, I am ready, I am hopeful, and I am 

expecting Him. 

I hope you are. 

And Jesus will teach in such a way this morning, that 

He will challenge us all about our readiness. 

Being ready is not sitting on your roof and waiting for 

His return, Jesus will define the waiting and watching 

that He is expecting to find when He returns, it is a 

doing kind of waiting. 

So, now let’s remember where we left off in our 

study… 

Jesus told the parable of the Rich Fool, and this was 

followed by a warning against Worldly Worry. 

And Jesus will now build upon the foolishness of this 

Worldly Worry, and warn His disciples of the Age that 

is coming where everyone, the living and the dead will 

give an account of what they did with their knowledge 

of Jesus. 

Jesus takes our hearts and minds off the fallen world 

we currently live in, and He will give us the Truth of 

what is to come. 
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And understand, if you look today at what is happening 

in the world, and you specifically look at Israel, God’s 

Timepiece for His Prophetic Calendar, we are getting 

close. 

Now, I understand some of you have spent much of 

your Christian walk hearing that Jesus is coming at any 

moment. 

But the reality is, we are so much closer than any other 

generation. 

And if you are skeptical, and you have kind of 

stretched out your arms, and laid back on your easy 

chair, and have just relaxed, because Jesus still has not 

come. 

I pray your heart will be challenged and stirred up this 

morning as Jesus presents a challenge to us all. 

He wants to know this morning, “Are you ready?” 

Jesus now shifts His emphasis from worry to 

watching… 

Let’s look to the text… starting with verses 35-40… 

The Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant 

(Matt 24:42-51) 

12:35 "Let your waist be girded and your lamps 

burning;  36 and you yourselves be like men who wait 

for their master, when he will return from the 

wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may 

open to him immediately.  37 Blessed are those 
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servants whom the master, when he comes, will find 

watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird 

himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come 

and serve them.  38 And if he should come in the 

second watch, or come in the third watch, and find 

them so, blessed are those servants.  39 But know this, 

that if the master of the house had known what hour 

the thief would come, he would have watched and not 

allowed his house to be broken into.  40 Therefore you 

also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 

you do not expect."  

Jesus gives the antidote to Worldly Worry here. 

He says let your waist be girded and you lamps 

burning, and wait for your Master, anticipate His 

Return, and live every moment with this expectation. 

Jesus gives this message with an illustration. 

He puts in our minds a servant, and back in Jesus’ day, 

the proper attire for a man was a long flowing 

garment, I refuse to call something on a man a dress, 

so I will call it a long flowing robe. 

They were great for the slow contemplative lifestyle of 

the first century but they easily hindered any kind of 

labor that needed to be done. 

And the working man would have to tuck it into the 

belt around waist, and they would toil and work swiftly 

and diligently.  
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Jesus says “Let your wastes be girded, and you lamps 

burning.”  

Stay dressed and ready for action. 

Jesus then opens up to our imaginations more details 

about the reason for the servants readiness. 

The master was coming back from the wedding. 

A Hebrew Wedding could go on for several days easily.  

So the time of the Master’s return was unknown and 

could be at any time. 

They had no cell phones, no texting ahead; 

communication was very limited. 

The Master’s arrival was anyone’s guess. 

But the lack of information, and the uncertainty of the 

Master’s return was not an excuse for the devoted 

servants.  

Even though it was well into the night, they were not 

in their PJ’s taking it easy. 

They were waiting with their wastes girded, ready to 

move into action as soon as the Master came knocking. 

They were prepared to move at a moment’s notice! 

The loyal servants make sure their Master is coming 

home to an illuminated dwelling. 

The oil in their lamps were full, and the light bright. 

The darkness was kept at bay. 
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And most importantly they were awake and alert, as 

long as the Master was away, they remained ready and 

forsook their own comforts. 

Verse 37 is remarkable, as these men sacrificed so 

much and worked diligently for the arrival of their 

Master, they are rewarded unexpectedly. 

As their Master returned home to His eager and joyful 

servants, as they met Him and greeted Him, and 

buzzed around to give Him a warm welcome. 

They begin immediately unsaddling His donkey, they 

had every hallway and room lit for their Master, they 

had His favorite late-night snack ready.  

Perhaps Double-Stuffed Oreos, or those peanut butter 

cookies the Girl Scouts sell every year. 

Whatever it was, they had it ready for Him. 

They got the bowl with water that they had ready, and 

the rags they had placed tactfully, and they readied 

themselves to wash the feet of their Master. 

It was all just so perfect as they were faithfully waiting. 

But the Master as we see in verse 37, is so overjoyed 

with their loyalty and stewardship, that He desires to 

bless them. 

He sees their weary eyes, hidden behind their faithful 

smiles. 

He sees their beds made without any sign of them 

sleeping, and the Master understands the sacrifice. 
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So He sits these servants down, that He found 

watching devotedly. 

And the Master does the unthinkable here, and girds 

Himself, and He serves His exhausted servants a meal 

of His own. 

The girded barelegged Master is now whisking around 

washing feet, and refilling cups, and heaping seconds 

and thirds on His servant’s plates. 

The picture is absurd, what kind of Master would 

humble Himself in such a way? 

Surely, these servants are even a little uncomfortable, 

this is such a paradigm shift, and it is an affront to the 

custom of the day. 

But the picture Jesus laid out here, will in just a few 

months from the telling of this illustration, it will be 

lived out before these disciples. 

Jesus will be with them in an upper room in the Holy 

City. 

Jesus, their Master will humiliate Himself and remove 

His clothing, wrap a towel around His waste, and He 

will take the position of the lowliest Servant and wash 

12 sets of filthy feet. 

These men witness their Master set the template of 

the Kingdom. 

It also served as a prophetic picture of what is to come 

for the Servants of Christ. 
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There is another supper coming for the disciples, and 

the thousands upon thousands of followers of Christ. 

We will sit at the Lord’s Table, at the Wedding Supper 

of the Lamb, a meal that will include many who come 

from the east and the west, and from the north and 

the south, of every tribe and tongue, and they will 

recline at the table in the Kingdom of God. 

The picture of the Culmination and hope for the 

expectant servant of Christ in this Age of Grace is 

found in Revelation 19… 

Rev 19:6-9 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great 

multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the 

sound of mighty thunderings, saying, "Alleluia! For the 

Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7 Let us be glad and 

rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready." 

8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, 

clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts 

of the saints.  

9 Then he said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who 

are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!'" And 

he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God."  

What a celebration and feast this will be. 

Church, let this hope and picture help you to serve our 

Lord expectantly and joyfully in this fallen and corrupt 

world. 
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One day we will be sitting around a table supping with 

the Lord Jesus. 

In verse 38, we see Jesus mentions the second watch, 

which would be 10pm to 2am, and the third watch was 

2am-6am. Hughes 

Jesus mentions both watches that took place in the 

darkness. 

Understand this world’s last time period here on earth 

is going to be dark. 

We see darkness growing weekly and it seems to be 

prevailing. 

I just read an article this week, that our wonderful 

state of California is trying to pass a bill that would 

require me to filter my sermons through a government 

over watch. 

The Bill would dictate what Topics I could preach from 

this pulpit. 

They are trying to force us into avoiding the truths of 

Biblical Morality, and the Biblical Marriage between 

one man and one woman. 

They are trying to silence Truth. 

They are trying to snuff out the Light of God’s Word, 

and they are trying to bully us in to dimming the light 

of Truth. 
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When the Master returns we will be blessed, if He 

finds us awake, girded, working and serving, dressed 

for action, and with our lamps burning bright. 

Listen, we must ask ourselves, if we are these servants, 

in the night watch, as darkness surrounds us, are we 

waiting in anticipation, with our light burning bright for 

Jesus. 

Or have we let the darkness consume us, where if we 

have any light at all it is dim, and unnoticeable. 

Church, those who are ready for Christ’s return are not 

to be taking it easy, our service to Him is not to be an 

afterthought or lethargic, or an apathetic commitment. 

Christ’s servants are to be alive, active, full of 

excitement and anticipation, and busy about His 

business. 

This is the antidote to Wordily Worry. 

Then notice in verse 39 Jesus uses another analogy.  

He uses a wise homeowner, who was ready and 

prepared for a thief. 

He received Word that the thief would come, and He 

did not disregard the warning. 

He prepared, and when that thief arrived the watchful 

master of the house would stand his ground and save 

his property. 

The Apostle Paul took a liking to this imagery and 

teaching from Jesus. 
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In 1 Thess. 5:2-4 he says… 

2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 

Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they 

say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction 

comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant 

woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, 

brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should 

overtake you as a thief. 

The Apostle Peter also used this imagery in  

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a 

thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away 

with a great noise, and the elements will melt with 

fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in 

it will be burned up. 

And again in Revelation through John’s pen, on 

Patmos, Jesus once again spoke with this imagery in 

the midst of the Bowl Judgements. 

Rev 16:15 "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he 

who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk 

naked and they see his shame."  

Jesus will come unexpectedly and that is the force of 

verse 40. 

Be ready, Jesus is coming at an hour we do not expect. 

Now, the date setters somehow missed this, and you 

can be sure every time someone sets a date, Jesus will 

not be coming on that day. 



P a g e  | 14 

 

He is coming on a day when we least expect it. 

And you know, another sign that He is coming soon, is 

the message of the church is lacking in this warning. 

Even among our movement, Calvary Chapel, segments 

of the pastors have decided that talking about the 

coming of Jesus is unnecessary, and it just unsettles 

people. 

Kent Hughes points out that there are 260 chapters in 

the New Testament, and Christ’s return is mentioned 

no less than 318 times in those chapters. Statistically, 

one verse in twenty-five mentions the Lord’s return.  

I think you have to do a lot of Cherry Picking through 

God’s Word to avoid the warnings of Christ’s Return. 

“The Presbyterian pastor Robert Murray McCheyne 

sometimes asked people “Do you believe Jesus is 

coming today.”   

If they replied with a no, he would reply, “Then you 

had better be ready, for He is coming at an hour when 

you think not.” Wiersbe p. 222 

You see apathy and disbelief means to me, that today 

is definitely a day when man least expects His return. 

The world is not prepared, CNN is focused on 

nonsense, and the world’s leaders are preoccupied 

with trade and power. 

The false religions are preoccupied with idols and 

lifeless relics. 



P a g e  | 15 

 

Most of the church is unprepared today, as they are 

preoccupied with their own agendas. 

But understand the faithful servants are looking up, 

and we are waiting. 

You know what helps your expectancy?  

Talking about it with those around you, talk to your 

children, your husband or wife, and just talk about that 

Great and Glorious moment that Jesus comes for His 

Church, and the Great Reunion takes place in the air, 

we will be ushered into the a Great Wedding Feast. 

My Grandmothers will be there, my grandfather, my 

father-in-law, I have friends once lost by death, and I 

will see them there, as the dead will be raised first, and 

we who are alive and remain will be caught up, and all 

who have put their faith in Jesus will enter in. 

Are you ready for this? I am! 

We can imagine here at this point in Jesus’ teaching 

the disciple’s hearts and minds are racing, this would 

be so difficult for them to understand on that side of 

the cross. 

It will not be until Jesus dies and Ascends to His 

heavenly throne, will these pictures become complete 

for them. 

So in the meantime, Peter the Outspoken, has no 

difficulty asking for more clarity on what Jesus is saying 

here. 
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41 Then Peter said to Him, "Lord, do You speak this 

parable only to us, or to all people?"  

Peter hearing that some will be ready and some will 

not be ready, he wonders and asks if Jesus is talking to 

about them, and wants assurance that the Twelve will 

be the ones found ready. 

Or is Jesus talking about others that will not be ready. 

Jesus really disregards answering Peter plainly, and He 

continues on with more illustrations to emphasize His 

warning of watchfulness and servanthood. 

Jesus does not allow this parable to be isolated to only 

disciples, and we here this morning, can head the 

warning and instruction from Jesus as well.  

42 And the Lord said, "Who then is that faithful and 

wise steward, whom his master will make ruler over 

his household, to give them their portion of food in 

due season?  43 Blessed is that servant whom his 

master will find so doing when he comes.  44 Truly, I 

say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he 

has.   

Jesus once again uses the imagery of a faithful and 

wise steward, a servant who was entrusted to rule 

over the Master’s household, to distribute the portions 

of food to the household. 

In verse 43, Jesus makes it clear that this servant is 

blessed. 
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The one whom the Master will find so doing when He 

returns. 

Then Jesus says in verse 44 that that diligent steward 

will be made ruler over all that He has. 

Jesus will again mention this principle in Chapter 19 

where He will tell the parable of the ten minas. 

Luke 19:15-17 "And so it was that when he returned, 

having received the kingdom, he then commanded 

these servants, to whom he had given the money, to 

be called to him, that he might know how much every 

man had gained by trading.  16 Then came the first, 

saying, 'Master, your mina has earned ten minas.'  17 

And he said to him, 'Well done, good servant; because 

you were faithful in a very little, have authority over 

ten cities.' 

Understand this about our Christian faith as told from 

Jesus, the servant of Christ who has been faithful in 

this fallen earth, and performed his or her duty, who 

was a faithful steward of all that God has entrusted 

them with, that steward will be given immense 

authority in the Eternal Age. 

Now we do not clearly understand what this Eternal 

Authority will entail. 

But we for all eternity serve the Lord, and we know 

that heaven is a place where God’s Will is done 100% 

of the time. 
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We will not be floating on a cloud playing harps for all 

eternity, no, no, understand this life is the testing and 

proving ground for humanity, it will determine our 

work in the Final Age, the Eternal age. 

The first responsibility, of course, is to come to Christ 

for Salvation, which is freely given to anyone who 

would receive this gift of Grace. 

Than after that, our lives are too bring Him Glory, and 

the impact we have for God’s Kingdom here on earth 

will determine the eternal authority you will be 

entrusted with. 

Listen very clearly to Jesus here, the eternal 

responsibility is not delegated by what this world 

would call success. 

We might look at Billy Graham, and think “I need to be 

at Crusades, leading thousands to Jesus to be anything 

in the Kingdom.” 

Or you might look at the position of Elder or Pastor, 

and think you need to achieve some kind of title to 

attain your reward in Glory. 

But please hear Jesus this morning, it is faithfulness, 

faithfulness, faithfulness that the Master is looking for. 

Faithfulness is a fleeting attribute today. 

Faithfulness is success in our Master’s eyes. 

Church today is treated no different than a store in the 

Mall, sometimes people pop in, look around and check 
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a few things out and then they are on to the next 

church. 

And they have no commitment, no longevity, no desire 

to work for the Lord, through thick and thin, and to 

stick it out, and get passed hurt feelings, 

misunderstandings, and look unto Jesus. 

You know, success in our Master’s eyes is faithfulness, 

we have a Children’s Ministry teacher here, who has 

faithfully served the Lord in that capacity for 30 years, 

since I was ten years old. 

She has no kids of her own, but God has given her the 

privilege and reward of watching hundreds of kids 

grow through her ministry.    

She through hard times and good times keeps her 

hand to the plow, and has not looked back. 

That is the kind of Christian grit and commitment our 

Master is looking for. 

Quitters will not be considered faithful.  

You understand when you are faithful, you will be 

entrusted with more. 

Church is not something we approach with our 

consumer mentality, we don’t shop for a church like 

we shop for an outfit. 

We seek the Lord, and ask Him where He wants us to 

serve Him, and He is faithful to lead you to the place 

He wants you to faithfully serve Him. 
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Now, our Master does sometimes send His servants to 

other churches, that is different from consumerism. 

We have a new worship team member, who was 

happily content at his former church, serving with 

passion and joy. 

And He heard God call Him here, he did not have the 

desire to leave, but he only desired to obey. 

And he prayed for a good time period to make sure it 

was not his emotion, and he went to his former pastor 

and let him know what God was speaking to him. 

And because it was the Lord, there was peace in the 

goodbye, and now he is serving his Master here 

“faithfully.” Which is the key to True Christianity, 

Faithful Service. 

Our Master desires faithfulness, stewardship, and 

commitment. 

He has given every one of the members of His Body, 

the Church gifts and abilities to use for His Glory. 

If you are here this morning, God has a place for you, 

be stirred this morning to put your hand to the plow 

and join in the work. 

There is reward and blessing promised to the faithful 

servant. 

Understand the greatest motivation to serve your 

Master is the knowledge of His very soon coming. 



P a g e  | 21 

 

Now, I will admit there are varying ideas on what the 

Second Coming of Christ will look like. 

The church has debated this for two millenniums, and 

we here at Calvary Chapel Victorville believe the 

scriptures clearly teach the Rapture of the Church 

being the next event to be waiting for.   

We believe the Church will be spared from the 

Judgement that will be poured out upon this earth 

during the Seven Year Tribulation period. 

Now many disagree with this belief, and with all the 

different ideas, know this, there is one common 

understanding in the church. 

No matter if, you are pre-tribulation, pre-millennial, 

mid-tribulation, post-tribulation, post-millennial, or the 

even more bizarre to me, if you are Ammillenialist. 

We can all agree that we are to be living this life 

expecting our Master to return and judge this earth. 

2 Tim 4:1 I charge you therefore before God and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the 

dead at His appearing and His kingdom 

No matter what you believe about Eschatology, one 

thing is for sure Jesus is coming back.  

Now, I say the Ammillenialist is bizarre, because they 

believe the 1000-year reign of Christ has already 

begun. 
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But there is no way that this earth is experiencing the 

peace and righteousness and longevity that the 

scriptures declare about the Millennial Kingdom.  

But you see all Christians can agree on Christ’s return, 

and we are to be as Titus 2:13 puts it…Titus 2:13 to be 

13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing 

of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ 

This focus and hope will keep you diligently serving 

your Master with great joy and optimism. 

And because not all servants are waiting, or faithful 

and wise, Jesus will give a warning to those who are 

faithless and unwise.   

45 But if that servant says in his heart, 'My master is 

delaying his coming,' and begins to beat the male and 

female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk,  46 

the master of that servant will come on a day when he 

is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not 

aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his 

portion with the unbelievers.   

Jesus first addresses the rebellious and lazy servant 

here. 

He is “monstrously unfaithful.” (Hughes) 

This treacherous man not only is a drunk, and a 

glutton, but he hits not only men, but beats women. 

I can give a very passionate lecture just on that verse, 

on the churchgoer who presents himself a smiling, 
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jolly, and a holy man here, but beats his wife at home, 

physically or verbally. 

You want a punching bag, the offer is always on the 

table, do not hit your wife, I am here Tuesday through 

Friday, and I would gladly let you pound on me if that 

is where your frustration leads, you just better do 

when Pastor Joe is on vacation, because he is our 

resident UFC fighter. 

But if you are cowardly enough to hit your wife, please 

come here instead. 

You ladies, call the cops on him, right away. What a 

chump of a man, you deserve better. 

But again, that is another topic, we will not digress too 

much to confront the coward who beats a delicate 

woman. 

We move on to the topic of being ready for Christ’s 

return. 

And this lazy fool in Jesus’ illustration lives a life for 

himself, there is no way he is going to inconvenience 

himself for the coming King. 

This man says, “They have been saying Jesus is coming 

back my whole life through.” 

“And where is He?” 

I worked with a man named Paul, and I am not kidding, 

my wife can testify, he had the scariest temper I have 
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ever seen, and you never knew what would set him 

off. 

One time, I was helping him change a fuel filter on his 

Dodge truck (That was his first problem,) and he could 

not get that thing loose, and he just came unglued, and 

grabbed a screwdriver and started stabbing his truck. 

He had holes all over the back fender. 

I don’t think the truck felt it, and surely it did not get 

the point of his savage beating, because the fuel filter 

did not loosen up one bit by him stabbing the side of 

his truck. 

As soon as I saw that screwdriver in his hand, I was in 

my trusty Ford, and out of there, “See you at work 

tomorrow bro.” 

But one of his triggers, he grew up during the tail end 

of the Jesus movement, where everyone was shouting 

“Maranatha!” to each other. 

Everyone was excited and expecting any day for Christ 

to come, and it fueled that Revival. 

But Jesus did not come immediately. 

And I would be talking about the Lord on the Job sight, 

and if even mention the coming of Christ, he was 

triggered and he demanded “where is He, why is he 

taking so long!” 
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He was the man in this picture that Jesus is giving, My 

coworker Paul lost hope that Jesus was coming, and he 

became angry, and his anger caused him to brawl a lot. 

He had such a hard life, so many horrible things 

happened to him, and when he heard early on in his 

life that Jesus was coming, it brought so much hope to 

Paul, and he could not wait till he was out of his 

misery. 

And when Jesus did not come back as He hoped, he 

started living for himself, and my oh my, there was no 

one I have met to this day who was as tempered as 

that man. 

Jess and I never gave up on Paul, we went to his house 

for dinner once, and he was triggered and started 

tearing up his drum set, we left. 

Now, Jess and I were so hopeful that Jesus would 

retouch his heart, we drove him to church one day, 

and he was triggered there, and oh it was 

embarrassing. 

The last draw for us, we went out on a boat with him, 

and the boat broke down 5 minutes out in the water, 

and he start breaking that thing to pieces, and going 

crazy, and we thought for sure we were going to die 

that day. 

The boat finally started and we had him take us to 

shore, and from there on, we just committed to 

praying for Paul. 
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He actually called me a few years after we left Havasu, 

and he started trucking, and he was so happy to tell 

me that he fell in love with Jesus. 

And that he was saved, he told me “You and Sweetpea 

can stop praying for me to come to Jesus, I found him.” 

So the former friendship was not in vein. 

But I think of him when I read this portion of scripture. 

Church, there surely has been a delay in Jesus’ coming, 

every Christian since the first disciples have lived with 

this hope of His return. 

But aren’t you glad He did not come back in the first 

century? 

Or the second, or the 19th? 

You see my friend Paul missed the importance of the 

Jesus’ long delay. 

Our God is wanting to bring in the Fullness of The 

Gentiles, He wants as many of Adam’s decedents as 

possible to find salvation. 

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His 

promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 

toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 

all should come to repentance.  

You live in the most privileged time period in history. 
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We live in the Era of Grace, the Church Age, and sure it 

has gone on longer than originally thought, but that is 

not an excuse to let up on our duty. 

If our God desires to bring in more to His Kingdom, 

shouldn’t His servants be busy about His Desire? 

We cannot let up, we do not know when He is coming, 

it could be tonight, and that would be wonderful, to 

have a whole hand again, to be done with the pain of 

this world, but if He takes 30 more years, we have a 

mission to do. 

Our focus cannot shift from that duty, onto our own 

pleasures. 

Oh, how horrible would it be when Jesus does come, 

and He finds you at a bar drunk, or in a garage getting 

loaded, or simply living for yourselves. 

The Master of that kind of servant will come on a day 

when they are not looking for Him, and at an hour they 

are not aware, and He will cut them in two and appoint 

him his portion with the unbeliever. 

This is a really difficult reality, the poser who is not sold 

out for Christ, whose religion is fake, the one whose 

life does not live and serve as though His Master is 

watching him and is coming at any moment, is 

considered an unbeliever by Jesus. 

They missed salvation by 18 inches, they had the 

knowledge of their Master, in their minds, but it never 
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manifested in their heart, and that is unbelief, when a 

life does not live out what the mind knows to be true. 

There will be justice when Jesus returns, and all will be 

revealed. 

Jesus ends this very potent teaching by addressing two 

other types of servant.  

47 And that servant who knew his master's will, and 

did not prepare himself or do according to his will, 

shall be beaten with many stripes.  48 But he who did 

not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, 

shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much 

is given, from him much will be required; and to whom 

much has been committed, of him they will ask the 

more.  

Some people by the virtue of their greater knowledge, 

age, experience, and influence in the church will suffer 

a far greater penalty for the same sin than an ignorant 

person will. Hughes p. 497 

And we have seen this over and over again in Jesus’ 

teaching. 

We are accountable to what we know, there are 

varying degrees of punishment as well as reward 

according to our obedience or disobedience. 

This is a great reality, our world is so unfair, it is unjust, 

it is downright partial to evil. 

The scales are so far tipped to the deceitful, the liars, 

the unjust, the scandalous, and the cheats. 



P a g e  | 29 

 

To me, to know that when Jesus comes, equity and 

justice will be meted out in every land and 

hemisphere, all throughout the universe Truth will be 

the standard. 

This is a great relief.  

We just had to face my greatest nemesis a few weeks 

ago, the Used Car Salesman, well it was a woman this 

time. 

And her and her manager were so ridiculous in their 

lying, Jess and I got embarrassed for them. 

I cannot stand that part of the car industry, just be 

honest! 

One day I will not have to deal with the lying Used Car 

Salesman. 

Jesus is coming to tip the scales to Truth! 

And everyone will be judged by what they did with 

their knowledge of God’s Word. 

Church, in our land, God’s Word is bountifully 

available. 

Kent Hughes says… 

“We have so much. We have the Words of the Old 

Testament, the Words of the prophets, the Word of 

the Covenants. We have the Word of the New 

Testament, the Revelation of the Incarnation, the 

Gospel of Grace, the life and teachings of Jesus, the 

apostolic witness and teaching. We have two thousand 
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years of the church’s testimony. We have abundant 

preaching. We have Christian education. We have 

thousands of books. We have a wealth of 

opportunities.” End Quote 

And to have this bountiful availability to God’s Word, 

understand it holds us to far greater standard than 

others who do not have this abundant witness. 

Jesus ends verse 48 by revealing “for everyone to 

whom much is given, from him much is required; and 

to whom much has been committed, of him they will 

ask more.” 

There is a day of reckoning coming, perhaps you are 

here this morning, thinking you are getting away with 

your rebellion. 

Maybe you are thinking if you ever do get right, it will 

be later on in life. 

Jesus is saying you are squandering your life, it is a 

waste, come to Him and serve Him with every last 

breath of your life. 

Church, we are coming upon the Final Act of Human 

History! 

“Do you believe Jesus can come today.”   

Are you Ready for His return, then we are instructed 

this morning to live like we are ready. 

What does it mean to be ready? How can we be sure 

we are in a state of readiness? 
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What does this look like? 

Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation 

has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking 

for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our 

great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself 

for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless 

deed and purify for Himself His own special people, 

zealous for good works.  

You see, abstaining from evil, selfish pleasures, living 

sober…  

While maintaining our godly separation or holiness in 

this world, being purified, and set apart, we also are to 

be busy. 

Jesus clearly showed us that He expects His servants to 

be girded with their lamps burning, ready for the 

Master’s return. 

He wants to find us so doing, to roll up our sleeves, get 

busy about His Work, to Give generously as good 

stewards of what He has given us, and we are to live 

like Jesus is coming at any moment. 

Our scripture, the verse God gave us when we came 

with the team of workers to this church, was Luke 9:62 

But Jesus said..., "No one, having put his hand to the 

plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."  
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Church if your hand is not to the plow, consider the 

great warning Jesus gave us this morning. 

He has more for your Christianity than Pew sitting, as 

important as it is to sit and learn, the most important 

part of our faith is to do what we learn. 

The joy you experienced in serving Jesus is passed any 

other satisfaction you can experience in this life.  

It comes from putting our own pursuits, and our own 

desires on the back burner, and laying down our lives 

to serve Him. 

Church, if you look out at our world today, you will see 

the prophetic timeline is all culminating and coming 

together as the Bible has laid out, and soon, and very 

soon we are going to see our King.  

Our lives are so busy with things, but when He comes, 

only what we did for Him will matter. 

Let’s pray… 

Jesus is coming soon, get right with Him this morning, 

these guys they are here to pray with you this morning, 

whatever your needs are, please take advantage of this 

prayer time.  


