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Luke 12:49-59 

The Divine Divider 

Good morning, church, I am happy to be here with you 

all this morning. 

We have a great day of fellowship ahead of us. 

Directly after 2nd service we will be having our baptism 

out there in the courtyard. 

Then immediately following that, we will have tacos. 

I hope you can stay and join us, there is no cost for 

anything today. 

So, this morning we are going to continue our study of 

the Gospel of Luke, please turn in your Bibles to Luke 

chapter 12 this morning, we will be in the final ten 

verses, verses 49-59. 

Let’s pray before we get into our study.  

Now, we are known by many things in this life. 

Maybe people identify you by your trade or profession. 

“That is John, the concrete guy.” 

“There goes Nancy, the nurse.” 

Maybe you are Doctor so-and-so. 

Or they refer to you as “my teacher.” 

Now, sometimes our identity can be attributed to the 

school that we attend or attended, “There goes Sarah, 

Harvard graduate.” 
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Maybe your identity comes by the clique or group of 

people you hang around, “That is Johnny, he is a 

hipster.” 

Or that is “Bobby the preppie, the Jock, or the druggie, 

or the cowboy.” 

Sometimes it is our family name we are known by, “oh 

they are one of the Hatfield’s or the McCoy’s.” 

And our different identities oftentimes bring a reaction 

in the negative or the positive depending on what they 

are attached too. 

But understand there is only one Title, and one Identity 

that matters in this life, and when you are known by it, 

you often find it is the most divisive Title there is. 

If this world knows you as a Christian, you will easily 

find that there is nothing that can garner a negative 

response as quickly as that title, or the One our title 

comes from, Jesus Christ. 

Nothing will give you more flak, than calling yourself by 

your God’s Name, a Christian. 

Christ is the most divisive and controversial topic in our 

world. 

And this morning in our text, Jesus will teach why, and 

reveal that everything in our world divides at Him, 

whether you are with Him or not. 
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How you relate to Christ is the most important and 

defining issue, and will impact your life greater than 

anything else. 

Let’s look at the first couple verses starting in verse 

49… 

Jesus says…  

Christ Brings Division 

(Matt 10:34-39) 

12:49 "I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish 

it were already kindled!  50 But I have a baptism to be 

baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is 

accomplished!   

This is very difficult and vague language here, and as 

we discussed before, the disciples on that side of the 

cross would be very confused by it. 

Please remember Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem, and 

the cross was growing larger and larger on the horizon, 

and it was at the forefront of His thoughts. 

Jesus is taking a moment to meditate on the reality 

that is ahead of Him. 

Jesus just taught about the coming the judgement to 

our world prior to this, and now, He is reflecting on 

what this coming judgment will center upon. 

And the fire Jesus came to send upon this earth 

represents itself differently to the believer then it does 

to the unbeliever. 
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Remember early on in Jesus’ life just prior to His 

inauguration into the ministry. 

Jesus’ forerunner made this announcement. 

Luke 3:16-17 John answered, saying to all, "I indeed 

baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is 

coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 

winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 

clean out His threshing floor, and gather the wheat 

into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with 

unquenchable fire."  

John’s water baptism was an external show of faith, 

and Jesus’ baptism will be internal. 

The fire Jesus brought to this earth is a separating fire, 

and is judgement through and through. 

It would cleanse and refine the inside of the believer, 

and it would judge the unbeliever. 

Believers would be baptized with the Holy Spirit and 

fire, speaking of the regenerating work within a 

person’s heart and mind. 

This is the purification process as precious metals are 

refined and purified through a molten heat, so too will 

our lives endure through the fire of trials and testings. 

Understand Biblical Christianity, is clearly a life if 

refining in this world, preparing us for the eternal 

world. 
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Jesus’ ministry on this earth is fiery, purifying with the 

baptism of believers, and it is also a consuming 

judgment for unbelievers.  

So Jesus says here in verse 49, that He came to send 

fire upon the earth, and then He says “how I wish it 

were already kindled!” 

Remember this was pre-cross, Jesus longed for the day 

He would baptize His followers with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. 

This baptism of the Spirit would include not only 

regenerating believers, but also sealing us, assuring us 

of our eternal inheritance. 

Eph. 1:13-14 In Him you also trusted, after you heard 

the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 

whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the 

Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, to the praise of His glory.  

The baptism of the Spirit and fire also includes 

sanctification. 

Paul says in… 

2 Thess. 2:13-14 But we are bound to give thanks to 

God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 

because God from the beginning chose you for 

salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief 

in the truth, 14 to which He called you by our gospel, 

for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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This is the process of making us Holy, the internal 

purification, where the Spirit burns away the impurities 

from our souls. 

The Spirit cleanses as our lives become ignited and 

used for God’s Glory. 

Jesus longed, He says here, for the Pentecostal fire to 

burn from within our lives.  

He longed for this great work in His followers, as well 

as Judgement to come through His winnowing fork, to 

bring the wheat into His barn, and to cast the chaff 

into unquenchable fire. 

Now, these are Jesus thoughts and what He longed for 

as He came closer to the Cross. 

Jesus reveals in verse 50, that in order to bring this fire, 

He had a baptism to endure before. 

He must be submerged in death, before what He 

longed for to happen. 

He has a baptism to be baptized with, and He 

confesses that He is distressed, and He will be until it is 

accomplished! 

Notice the tone of Jesus, the exclamation marks, show 

us His emotion in His Words. 

Jesus is looking at the daunting reality that awaits Him 

in Jerusalem. 

Kent Hughes calls this an “Impatient Misery” that Jesus 

is enduring here. 
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He fully knows what awaits Him, and the mission 

dominated His heart and mind. 

His baptism included a tortuous ordeal, the Romans 

had mastered prolonged torture, and they could 

butcher a human being for hours and even days as 

they teased their victims with the hope of death. 

The Jewish countryside would be landscaped with 

these wooden crosses, Rome loved them, and they 

were a warning and a reality for all who saw them. 

Every Cross that Jesus saw on His way to Jerusalem 

would taunt Him, and drill in Him what awaits. 

But it was not the demonically influenced torturers or 

the wooded upright that He knew was coming that was 

the most grueling and excruciating thought for Jesus. 

You see what awaited Jesus, what took place on that 

cross, was He took upon Himself all of the “raw 

sewage” (Hughes) of our sins. 

2 Cor. 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 

for us, that we might become the righteousness of God 

in Him.  

The sinless Savior, in that horribly wonderful moment, 

took upon Himself the sin of the world, and became 

sin, and took upon Himself the full punishment of 

God’s Wrath in order for you and I to have the ability 

to, through faith, to become the righteousness of God, 

in Christ Jesus. 
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Here in Luke, Jesus is pre-cross, and He is willing to 

continue forward to take upon Himself the world’s 

woes. 

Before that fire that He wished to come could come to 

this earth, He first, must undergo the baptism that lay 

before Him.  

A baptism of death on the cross, immersed in our sins, 

and taking the brunt of God’s Wrath for you and I. 

And He was anxious to get it done! 

Jesus raced ahead to save us! 

Now remember this would all be mysterious and 

difficult to understand for the disciples pre-cross, but 

after, all these words of Jesus would be remembered 

and written, and would powerfully reveal the mission 

of Jesus. 

Now, Jesus will give some daunting realities and 

difficult truths about what His sacrifice and mission 

would do to our world. 

And if you look out at our world honestly and truthfully 

you will see the dividing line is drawn at Jesus. 

Now, it is interesting, that this is one of things that 

drew me to faith in Jesus, He never promised His 

followers candy canes and roses. 

And the hardships and rejection that Jess and I 

experienced were a validation of the Truth of our 

Faith. 
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Jesus never put up a seeker friendly front to grow His 

crowds, He never toned down His message to build His 

following, and He never worried about being culturally 

relevant. 

Jesus relied on raw truth, unconcealed realities, and He 

allows each and every one of us to come to Him with 

our eyes wide open. 

Jesus was the first to say, that following Him would be 

difficult in this life, and He continuously challenged 

those who would follow Him, in their commitment and 

grit. 

So here He once again warns and reveals difficult 

realities… 

Starting in verse 51… 

51 Do you suppose that I came to give peace on earth? 

I tell you, not at all, but rather division.  52 For from 

now on five in one house will be divided: three against 

two, and two against three.  53 Father will be divided 

against son and son against father, mother against 

daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law 

against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law."  

Now this is a shocking claim, and many have a hard 

time digesting and accepting what Jesus is saying here. 

Peace is the Grand Theme of Jesus’ life and ministry. 
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The angels announced at His birth… Luke 2:14 "Glory 

to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill 

toward men!"  

The prophet Isaiah gave the Messiah many Titles in  

Isa 9:6 where he said… 

For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Jesus was the Prince of Peace! 

John the Baptist’s father, Zechariah sang that His 

purpose was Luke 1:79 To give light to those who sit in 

darkness and the shadow of death, 

To guide our feet into the way of peace."  

But Jesus is now saying, “Do you suppose I came to 

give peace to earth?” and He answered His own 

question by saying “Not at all, but rather division.” 

Yikes, this would be so shocking to the disciples, and 

perhaps you are shocked here this morning. 

Understand this is the reality of following Jesus in this 

world. 
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The Peace Jesus came to give was between man and 

God. 

Every son and daughter of Adam and Eve, every human 

being is born into this world at enmity with God. 

Our natural state is that of rebellion and war against 

truth and righteousness. 

My kids even before words could form in their mouths, 

knew how to lie about eating Daddy’s Double-Stuffed 

Oreos.  

But the thing with those delicious snacks, is those little 

liars do not have the skills to eat them without leaving 

a dark chocolate ring around their mouths. 

And I will bark, “Who ate my cookies?” 

And they look at me, and I ask knowing fully well it was 

them! And although they cannot talk, they will shake 

their heads no. 

And they are born with lying in their hearts. 

We are born at war with God, it is evident, “Oh not my 

little Johnny.” 

Yes even him… 

But there is a Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ our 

Mediator between man and God, who came to this 

earth to take our punishment for our sin and rebellion 

upon Himself. 

The Apostle Paul makes this clear in… Rom 5:1-3 
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Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 

through whom also we have access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 

glory of God.  

You see Jesus does bring peace to this world through 

faith in His sacrifice upon the cross, Peace with God. 

The Spirit of Truth brings us into the knowledge of our 

salvation. 

Rom 8:6-9 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be 

spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the 

carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject 

to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God.  

9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed 

the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not 

have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 

So if in our unsaved condition we are at war with God, 

and when we through the Spirit’s leading, believe upon 

Jesus Christ, we become God’s, and the war is won in 

our hearts and minds, that means we have 

surrendered from one side of the battle field and with 

our white flags raised we stepped onto the other side. 

What happens then, all those undegenerated people 

you once mingled with, lived among, joined in their 

debauchery and rebellion against God’s Word, they see 

you as a traitor, and the division is made evident. 
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Perhaps you came to Christ like Jess and I, pretty 

ignorant to the fact that our old life, and our old world 

would turn on us quickly. 

It happened swift and painfully, and the rejecters were 

many, Jess and I were radically saved, and we thought 

everyone we knew should know about Jesus, and they 

should have Him in their lives. 

I remember one of the first people, was my best pal, 

understand we had been friends since first grade, I 

loved this guy, we had been through so much together. 

We played ball together our whole lives, his house was 

my house, my house was his house growing up. 

We handled adolescence and girls and all the changes 

of Jr. High like true friends, we had each other’s backs. 

In High School we were a team, and we were strong 

together, we tried new things together, smoked our 

first cigarette together, took our first drink of alcohol 

together. 

He was raised in a strict Mormon home, I was raised in 

a firm Christian home, we both broke out from our 

conservative, what we thought as bonds, and went full 

speed into this world. 

After High School, we had so many crazy adventures, 

we chased women, every vice known to man, and we 

saw many incredible things. 
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We were adrenaline junkies, and we had so many 

plans in life, we were both hard workers, and we 

would imagine one day our kids running around when 

we were BBqing and drinking beer. 

He was the best man in my first wedding, and after 

that marriage ended, he let me have a room in his 

house. 

I met Jess, and he loved Jess, and thought she was the 

one for me. 

And we were all caught up in worldly things then, but 

we had each other’s backs through it all. 

But I knew he and I were heading fast into serious 

trouble, I found work in Arizona, and knew I had to get 

away. 

Jess and I moved, and that is where we were saved. 

Of course, I wanted my homie, to be the first to come 

to Jesus. 

And I will tell you, that phone call that I told him about 

finding Jesus, and our lives being changed, and all the 

good Jesus was doing in our lives, that call was the last 

in many, many years. 

He thought I had lost my mind, and the decision I 

made, was so radical and too far a span for him to 

understand, the lifelong friendship we had, all the 

adventures we had, all the learning life we did, all of 
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that was gone in the moment I made my allegiance to 

Jesus. 

In a moment, I was a stranger to him. 

And Jess and I were pretty dense, at that time email 

was our main mode of communication, and Myspace 

had just come out. 

And we began to reach out, old friends, family 

members, and it did not matter how deep the 

relationship was prior, as soon as we shared Jesus, 

with many of them we were ridiculed, we were cussed 

at, we were smeared and jeered, and it was from every 

angle. 

I had a Uncle, that I loved growing up, he bought me 

my first, First basemen ball glove in Little League, and 

he was just vicious in his attack toward us. 

Jess had a dear friend tell her, out of all the many 

walks of life Jess had walked, being a Christian was the 

worse. 

People liked us better as mindless drug addicts, than 

lively wholesome citizens. 

It was incredible, I call that period in life, “The Great 

Detachment.” 

But, looking back, that was the first formable test for 

our faith. 

Jesus was so kind, so loving, His teachings were purely 

good and it just was so fascinating to me that 
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something so good, could be met with so much 

hostility. 

In fact, the rejection and persecution actually solidified 

our faith, because how could something so pure and 

good, enact such hateful and vicious emotions, if there 

was not a spiritual enemy behind it all. 

And we knew we had found something true and right, 

the Bible says…  

James 4:4 Do you not know that friendship with the 

world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to 

be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 

God.  

Again the Bible allows us to come to Jesus with our 

eyes wide open. 

Jesus says here in Luke 12:52-53 

52 For from now on five in one house will be divided: 

three against two, and two against three.  53 Father 

will be divided against son and son against father, 

mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and 

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law."  

And many of you know the truths of this verse, even in 

your own home, it is divided by your love and 

commitment to Christ. 
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Jesus demands careful obedience and costly loyalty, 

the first disciples would know the severity of following 

Christ, it would cost them their very lives. 

The first 400 years of the Roman Empire Jesus’ Name 

could land you in jail, or worse. Hughes 

We see even in our country and especially this state a 

severe hostility against Christ and His followers. 

The media mocks Him, academia hides and changes 

Him, and our culture accuses Him and His followers. 

Christ is the Divine Divider, and everything in this life 

comes down to what you do with and believe about 

Jesus.  

Our attachment to Christ put us on one side, and the 

degenerate on the other side. 

But I will tell you this, whatever we lose in this world 

we get back many times more. 

Friendships that are everlasting, Peace that is deep and 

untouchable by any of the currents of this world, we 

have love now so pure, and truth that is so right. 

Jesus promises, Luke 18:29-30 So He said to them, 

"Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left 

house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for 

the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who shall not 

receive many times more in this present time, and in 

the age to come eternal life."  
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There is a cost to following Christ the Divider, but the 

gain is out of this world. 

So Jesus reveals this great truth to His disciples, as the 

Cross is before Him, and in the same urgent moment, 

as He knows His time is limited, He now turns to the 

Multitude following Him and has a rebuke and warning 

for them.  

Discern the Time 

(Matt 16:1-4) 

54 Then He also said to the multitudes, "Whenever you 

see a cloud rising out of the west, immediately you say, 

'A shower is coming'; and so it is.  55 And when you 

see the south wind blow, you say, 'There will be hot 

weather'; and there is.  56 Hypocrites! You can discern 

the face of the sky and of the earth, but how is it you 

do not discern this time?  

Now, Israel’s rain comes from the west, from the 

Mediterranean Sea, and any child in Israel can 

understand when they see clouds rising out of the 

west, they know “A shower is coming.’ 

The sirocco, hot, dry winds that blaze into Israel from 

the south and eastern deserts alert the Jews that 

‘There will be hot weather.’ 

Jesus explains that they can discern the weather no 

problem, that was easy for them. 
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But then, He emphatically shouts “Hypocrites! You can 

discern the face of the sky and of the earth, but how is 

it you do not discern this time?” 

They can forecast the weather pretty accurately, but 

they failed to see the events that usher in epoch 

making history changes. Hendrickson 

Jesus came into this world by the announcement from 

angels to shepherds, but no one believed those 

shepherds. 

Mysterious kings came from the east following a 

miraculous star, but the religious leaders dined with 

the king Herod, and had no interest. 

Jesus’ forerunner heralded their Savior, the country 

was stirred in curiosity, but the intrigue surrounding 

the voice in the wilderness faded, he was eventually 

arrested and killed, and forgotten. 

John the Baptist, inaugurated Jesus’ ministry, just like 

the scriptures foretold, and a great and dynamic 

spectacle was made that Day, God the Father Spoke, as 

the Holy Spirit descended upon the Jew’s Messiah. 

But His forty days in the wilderness was enough time 

for the mundane routine of life to drag the memory of 

that day from their hearts. 

Jesus started His ministry with a dynamic miracle in 

Cana of Galilea, and excitement was spreading, but 

most of the crowds came for the show, and to see 

miracles. 
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Jesus did all that their prophets foretold, He preached 

the gospel to the poor, He healed the brokenhearted, 

He proclaimed liberty to the captives, and restored the 

sight to the blind, and announced the acceptable Year 

of the Lord. 

But the religious rulers, out of jealously rejected Him, 

and their followers lost interest. 

The Jews rejection was heartbreaking for Jesus, He 

lamented in another place… Matt 23:37 "O Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones 

those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to 

gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 

chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 

But Jesus’ critics were utterly blind, and they failed to 

understand the enormity of the days that they lived in. 

They preferred to concentrate on the weather instead 

of the Son of God being there with them. 

Their rejection and blindness proved to be terrible for 

the Jews, they rejected the Lamb of God, and only 

about forty years after their rejection, God used Rome 

to wipe out their worship system, and to disperse 

them throughout the world. 

Great destruction came to Israel, and still to this day, 

the worship system has not returned as God’s 

Covenant people have headed back to their land. 

It will only return as a great sign that the end is near. 
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I wonder if we could be guilty of the same apathetic 

rejection of truth and signs. 

I wonder if some of us plan our lives around what 

Dallas Raines’ weather report will be, and we ignore 

the cosmic signs of our time. 

The signs are there if you are willing to look, but most 

people like to live their lives as though everything will 

continue to go on as it always has. 

The warnings are all around us that Jesus is coming 

soon. 

2 Peter 3:1-9 Beloved, I now write to you this second 

epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by 

way of reminder), 2 that you may be mindful of the 

words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, 

and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the 

Lord and Savior, 3 knowing this first: that scoffers will 

come in the last days, walking according to their own 

lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His 

coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things 

continue as they were from the beginning of creation." 

5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God 

the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of 

water and in the water, 6 by which the world that then 

existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the 

heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the 

same word, are reserved for fire until the day of 

judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  
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8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with 

the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 

thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack 

concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but 

is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should 

perish but that all should come to repentance.  

We discussed the delay in Christ’s return last week, but 

it is foolish and unwise to live as a Christian with such 

an aloofness to His imminent coming. 

I heard on Fox News yesterday… 

“With Earthquakes and such you just cannot predict 

what is going to Happen.” Fox News Reporter Saturday 

Morning. 

But as believers we do know that a sign of the times 

we live in are Matthew 24:7-8 For nation will rise 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And 

there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in 

various places.  8 All these are the beginning of 

sorrows.  

So we can predict what will happen. 

Jesus defined our age by these kinds of things, and the 

Apostle Paul wrote… Rom 8:22 For we know that the 

whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs 

together until now. 

You see our Age is what Jesus calls the Beginning of 

Sorrows; the next Age is Defined as Jacob’s Sorrows, 

when God will turn His attention back toward the 
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Nation of Israel, and works a revival in the Jews, 

bringing them to Jesus, but through terrible judgment. 

The defining Event that separates these two Ages, is 

the Rapture of the Church. 

Today the Beginning of Sorrows is separated from the 

Great Tribulation, or Jacob’s Sorrows or Troubles, by 

Jesus snatching His church from this earth. 

We mentioned this last week, 1 Thess. 4:15-18 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that 

we who are alive and remain until the coming of the 

Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with 

a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 

trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 

Therefore comfort one another with these words.  

I love this, you see as we see the Birth pangs in greater 

frequency, as we see the earthquakes in various 

places, for us as believers we have hope! 

Luke 21:28 “Now when these things begin to happen, 

look up and lift up your heads, because your 

redemption draws near."  

Our kids are just dealing with incredible issues from 

the Trauma of that Drunkard hitting them head-on last 

month, Jess, my wife, has been in tears, I have been 
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frustrated, because our whole life has been turned 

upside down by this man who decided to get drunk 

and drive at 2:30 in the afternoon. 

But Sofia, she is just terrified of everything now, we 

live by the Apple Valley Airport, and as planes fly over 

she freezes as she thinks they are going to fly into our 

house. 

Before this week, now this is crazy, but this is the 

effects of trauma, she has never felt an earthquake in 

her life, but since the accident, she has been talking 

about how she is afraid that a big earthquake is going 

to happen. 

This is what trauma does to a little heart. 

So it is interesting, as I have been trying to comfort 

her, “Oh Sof I have not felt a good earthquake since I 

was a kid.” 

And in God’s Divine wisdom, He thought He would 

help Sof overcome her fears, luckily for the first one, 

she was playing outside with her sister and cousins and 

missed the littler quake on the 4th of July. 

But she heard us talking about it, and her fears really 

got worked up. 

But Fridays bigger one, me and my boy, and Lola were 

working in the garage with Grandma, and Jess and Sof 

were in the kitchen with the Baby, and it that thing hit. 
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And we all ran outside to the driveway, and shook for a 

good while. 

And I don’t mind earthquakes personally, the 

adrenaline of it all, and tried to downplay the whole 

thing, “you see that was not that bad, and we made it 

through.” 

But the kids were not buying into my optimism, and 

Jess, must have had the Spirit of God come upon her, 

because she says, “Guys, you know what this means? It 

means Jesus is coming back very soon!” 

And I jumped in excitedly, and said “Oh yeah the Bible 

says there will be earthquakes in various places.” 

And my kids were able to work through their fears a 

little better, especially Freedom, he is now telling 

everyone that, “God is coming is the clouds!” 

Our neighbor ran over to see how the kids were, and 

Freedom looked up at her, and first thing out of his 

mouth was “God is coming in the clouds!” 

She was like “Oh that’s right.” 

The Apostles Paul says, “Comfort one another with 

these words” church. 

Jesus is coming, know the signs, the people of Jesus’ 

day had the Messiah before them, Jesus fulfilled what 

their prophets spoke, it was as clear as it gets. 

Yet they were preoccupied with life, they were busy 

about themselves, they were caught up in a fake 
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religious show, and understand the Jews paid dearly 

for their rejection of Christ. 

Today, again, the Prophecies are being fulfilled, things 

are lining up, and happening just as the Word of God 

says it would, and our hearts should be expecting our 

God to come in the clouds at any moment.  

To live without this expectancy is hypocrisy and 

foolishness. 

One of the commentators I am reading for our study in 

Luke is J.C. Ryle, and he wrote his commentary in 1858, 

and as he looked out at the events of his time, he was 

convinced that Jesus was coming back. 

He says, “It becomes the servants of God, in every age, 

to observe the public events of their own day, and 

compare them with the predictions of unfulfilled 

prophecy. There is nothing commendable in an 

ignorant indifference to contemporary history. The 

true Christian should rather watch the career of 

governments and nations with a jealous watchfulness, 

and hail with gladness the slightest indication of the 

Day of the Lord being at hand. The Christian who 

cannot see the hand of God in History, and does not 

believe in the gradual movement of all kingdoms 

towards the final subjection of all things to Christ, that 

Christian is as blind as the Jew.” Ryles p. 76 
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He begins to point to things that were in his day, like 

the French Revolution, the spread of education, and 

other notable events. 

And you see this is how the Christian is supposed to 

live, with the hope of Jesus’ soon coming. 

We can look out at our world, nations rising against 

nations, kingdoms against kingdoms; we see famines, 

pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 

All of this is telling us Christ is coming soon, and we 

need to be prepared… 

Jesus ends this very confrontational teaching with a 

warning about being prepared. 

He once again uses an illustration… 

Make Peace with Your Adversary 

57 "Yes, and why, even of yourselves, do you not judge 

what is right?  58 When you go with your adversary to 

the magistrate, make every effort along the way to 

settle with him, lest he drag you to the judge, the 

judge deliver you to the officer, and the officer throw 

you into prison.  59 I tell you, you shall not depart from 

there till you have paid the very last mite."  

Jesus tells this parable here after issuing a warning 

about the signs of the times. 

Jesus is telling them to look within, to judge 

themselves. 
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Jesus uses an allegory to do so, when someone gets 

involved in a legal dispute in which they are accused of 

being the guilty party. 

The best and wisest thing to do, is to settle out of court 

before any official judgement can be made. 

Become reconciled with the opponent before you are 

dragged before the judge and put into prison with no 

chance of escape. 

This allegory is showing that a person needs to be 

reconciled with God, we need to make peace with Him, 

through His Son Jesus, before we go before the Eternal 

Judge, and we be cast into prison, until we have paid 

every last mite of restitution. 

This is an eternal sentence, and this is a “gospel call” 

(Hughes) that Jesus is making here. 

His listeners that day, and us here this morning must 

wake up to the spiritual reality that we are guilty 

before God. 

Everyone as we discussed before, born into this world, 

we are vile sinners indeed. 

The thing is, the greatest of the saints throughout 

history knew this about themselves. 

Martin Luther was tormented almost mad with this 

knowledge of his guilt, and had a desperate 

dependence upon God because of this. 

The Apostle Paul cried “Oh, wretched man that I am!” 
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He said in 1 Tim 1:15 This is a faithful saying and 

worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 

And those who can heed Jesus’ allegory here, and can 

come to this conclusion, and judge for themselves that 

they are sinners, in need of a Savior, because the 

Wrath of God is laid upon all who are rebellious and 

wicked. 

Those who judge themselves correctly in the light of 

Jesus’ coming, those who can come to Christ, even 

with the understanding that this world will turn on 

them. 

They are willing to come to the Divine Divider, and 

settle out of court, and receive God’s Grace now when 

it is available and freely given. 

Those who settle now will pass from death to life! 

And this morning, maybe for some of you this is a 

wake-up call. 

Jesus has drawn a line in the sand, and He is saying 

“pick a side.” 

Understand the cost, in this life the world will turn on 

you. 

It will be difficult, you will suffer as Christ did. 

In fact, 2 Tim 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly 

in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.  
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But understand, although here and now we suffer for 

truth, the signs are all around that our redemption 

draws near. 

Soon we will be with Jesus, soon our eternity will be 

upon us, and the suffering, and tears of this world will 

be remembered no more. 

We have so much hope this morning as believers, as 

even tremors are alerting us to what is coming, the 

birth pangs are sirens alerting us to what is ahead. 

If you have not ever come to Jesus Christ as your 

Savior, settle out of court with Him this morning. 

Come to Him, and believe upon His great sacrifice He 

endured for your salvation. 

Come to Him, before you meet Him as Judge, and have 

to pay an eternity for your guilt. 

What a perfect day to come to Jesus, you can receive 

Him, then immediately after service, you can be 

baptized in Jesus Name. 

And then to add to the excitement you can eat some 

wonderful tacos as you enjoy fellowship with your 

family here. 

Come to Him today, today is the Day of your salvation.  

Let’s pray 

So if you are going to be baptized this morning, I ask 

you gather over here in the front of the sanctuary so 
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we can talk about it and what it means and I can 

answer any questions. 

These guys, they are here to pray with you this 

morning, if God has spoken to you about anything, 

come up and get prayer, whatever your prayer needs 

are come up and bring them to the Lord.  


