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Luke 13:1-9 

The Cross Before Me, The World Behind Me! 

Baby Dedication 2nd service – Kellin Igou  

Good morning, it is great to be here with you all. 

This morning, we will continue through our study of 

the Gospel of Luke, please turn in your Bibles to Luke 

chapter 13, we will be looking at the first 9 verses this 

morning. 

Let’s pray…  

There are many topics today in the church that are 

overlooked for the sake of keeping the people 

comfortable. 

In some churches, those seeking to fill the pulpit with a 

new pastor, they want a pastor who will be “Totally 

fearless and uncompromising as he tells the people 

exactly what they want to hear.” Hughes 

The people want to be lifted up, they want to be 

comforted, and encouraged, and often times they are 

willing sacrifice Truth on the altar of feelings, to 

maintain their desired comfort level. 

We can easily assess that Jesus Himself would not be 

welcome to many churches today because of His brash 

and brazen approach to Truth. 

Now, easily, one of the most undesired sermon topics 

is the topic of repentance. 
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Now, Wednesday Night my wife Jessica and I sat and 

talked, and we were discussing how we use words like 

repentance so often in the church, and we use it 

expecting everyone to understand it’s full context. 

I have countless times ended a sermon with a call to 

repentance, without defining what that looks like. 

And perhaps that word seems a little harmless to you 

this morning. 

But hopefully, by the end of our time together this 

morning, you will have a greater understanding of the 

word. 

I will warn, repentance is uncomfortable and it is 

painful to consider. 

But Jesus never sidestepped its importance. 

And repentance is the foundation, the starting place to 

salvation. 

To ignore it in the pulpit would be a crime of cosmic 

proportions.  

In fact, both Matthew and Mark record Jesus’ first 

words recorded in His preaching circuit were… Matt 

4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, 

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  

And this morning, in our text, remember as Jesus is 

approaching Jerusalem, repentance is still a theme in 

His earthly ministry. 
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In fact, Jesus since He has departed from His Great 

Galilean Ministry, and headed to the Holy City, He has 

been preaching earnestly with a very confrontational 

style, to alert His hearers of the severity of the 

moment that they lived in. 

Last week, remember just prior to our text this 

morning, Jesus announced He came to bring a fiery 

judgement to this earth, and that He brought division 

instead of peace. 

And this morning, He will not let up in His tone. 

Let’s look at the first section now, as we quickly notice 

Jesus was not in the habit of scratching itching ears nor 

telling people what they wanted to hear. 

Jesus aggressively challenges those who believe they 

are better off than others. 

This message is timeless, and it is a great message for 

us today, 

Chapter 13, verses 1-5 – Use My Bible to Read  

Repent or Perish 

13:1 There were present at that season some who told 

Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 

mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered 

and said to them, "Do you suppose that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, 

because they suffered such things?  3 I tell you, no; but 

unless you repent you will all likewise perish.  4 Or 
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those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and 

killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners 

than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?  5 I tell 

you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise 

perish."  

Now, we see as Jesus was teaching, it seems as though 

some listeners may have been convicted, perhaps 

confronted.  

It is obvious Jesus and the bulk of His following are 

Galileans.  

And instead of challenging Jesus head on, they looked 

to prove God’s disapproval of certain Galileans, 

perhaps to make the point of their Judean superiority. 

Let’s look at verse 1 again… 

13:1 There were present at that season some who told 

Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 

mingled with their sacrifices.  

These listeners point to an incident, perhaps pretty 

well-known at this time. 

It is very difficult to know the specific event that is 

mentioned here. 

But it is something like we see today, and Earthquake 

hits California, and the rest of the country says what? 

“Obviously that is God’s wrath against that wicked 

state.” 
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And all Californians kind of get lumped together into 

God’s awful judgement. 

And people from Idaho, or Montana begin posting 

things like “I am glad I left that state, because it is 

about to fall into the ocean.” 

As if sinners in Idaho and Montana are better off than 

California. 

But you understand the mindset that Jesus is 

encountering. 

Here locally in the High Desert we see this same thing 

even more clearly. 

The news posts something about a crime in Victorville, 

and the Apple Valleyites and the Hesparians began 

chiming in from their local high horse and saying things 

like, “What do you expect in Victim Ville.” 

Right, as though you are lesser of a person if your 

address ends with area code 92392-95. 

And this is the idea here being presented to Jesus. 

“Everyone knows that Galileans are worse off by this 

incident that happened to the Galilean pilgrims that 

brought their sacrifice to Judea, and into Jerusalem.” 

Now, what we can construct about this incident is by 

what we know of those mentioned and the time, and 

the mention of sacrifices. 
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This seems to have taken place in the Temple, at 

Passover where Hebrew pilgrims from all over Israel 

and beyond would journey into the Holy City. 

The Passover of course would be the only time 

someone other than a Levite would be sacrificing an 

animal. 

And these Galilean pilgrims were the victims of Pontius 

Pilate’s vicious hatred of the Jews. 

It would not be unlike Pilate to send his soldiers in 

during a high holy time for the Jews and make Rome’s 

dominance known to the subjects of Rome. 

This region had been a great place of hostility and 

uprising for Rome, the Jews were stubborn and willing 

to die for their way of life. 

And Pilate’s predecessor went through many High 

Priests, before Caiaphas was bought out, and placed as 

a puppet ahead of the Jewish Priesthood. 

But even with a politically motivated and compromised 

priesthood, the Jews did not back down on their 

commitment to their worship and allegiance to their 

religion. 

Pilate would often use force to show his dominance in 

the region. 

And it seems here in one of his shows of force he killed 

these Galileans and their own blood contaminated 
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their sacrifice to the Lord, as the human blood mixed 

with the blood of the animal. 

This event in many people’s minds was proof that the 

Galileans were judged by God. 

You see the Jewish Religion and culture generally 

believed that victims of calamities and misfortunes 

were guilty of extraordinary offenses toward God.   

We see this mindset went to the heart of the Hebrew 

line of thinking, even the disciple’s struggled to work 

through this train of thought. 

John 9:1-2 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who 

was blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, 

saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 

that he was born blind?"  

Jesus replied to them “neither.” 

It was nobody’s sin that caused this poor man’s 

blindness. 

Remember even poor Job’s supposed friends tried to 

comfort him with this idea of his sins causing his pain. 

Eliphaz the Temanite spoke… 

 Job 4:7-9 "Remember now, who ever perished being 

innocent? Or where were the upright ever cut off?  

8 Even as I have seen, Those who plow iniquity 
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And sow trouble reap the same. 9 By the blast of God 

they perish, And by the breath of His anger they are 

consumed.  

Now this type of thought appealed to the Jews of 

Jesus’ day as well. 

And those who had been spared adversity and trouble, 

begin to develop a moral superiority and they 

accredited their own goodness as the means of not 

dealing with the bloodshed. 

They wanted Jesus to address and admit that it was 

the inadequacies of the Galileans that caused their 

appalling deaths. 

They wanted to further justify their position against 

Jesus. 

Jesus does not play into their trickery or their game. 

Jesus replies with a heart searching question for the 

Judeans asking the question. 

2 And Jesus answered and said to them, "Do you 

suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than 

all other Galileans, because they suffered such things?  

3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all 

likewise perish.   

Jesus stays pretty neutral in their argument, He does 

claim the murdered Galileans were innocent of sin at 

all, but that they were no worse than others. 
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Of course sin has a measure of consequences on one’s 

life. 

There is no doubt the Law of Reaping and Sowing is 

inescapable. 

Gal 6:7-8 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 

whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he 

who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, 

but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap 

everlasting life. 

There is no doubt sin can bring tragedy upon a 

person’s life. 

Remember the paralytic that was brought to Jesus in 

Nazareth. 

It says in…  Matt 9:2 Then behold, they brought to Him 

a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, 

He said to the paralytic, "Son, be of good cheer; your 

sins are forgiven you."  

Some have concluded it was STDs that may have 

caused his paralysis. 

A definite consequence of sin, and Jesus pardons his 

sin. 

We know when the drunkard gets a DUI, they will feel 

the weight of his or her sin, either by fines or prison 

time. 

Or the porn addict will ruin his sex drive and his 

marriage bed will be negatively impacted. 
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The drug addict will be sucked of everything in their 

lives, bank accounts, loved ones, jobs, everything will 

slowly be lost to their habits. 

Sin has severe consequences in a person’s life, and that 

is evident. 

But Jesus is also making it very clear that sin is not the 

cause for every tragedy. 

Disaster befalls everyone without prejudice in our 

fallen world. 

Surely the righteous and wicked together felt the 

shaking of the ground here in California, surely 

hurricane Barry is now impacted devoted Christians as 

well as debased heathens. 

Now it is easy to get caught up like the Jews in this line 

of thinking, that because we were spared a tragedy, 

that those who dealt with it were in sin, or they are not 

as devout as us. 

Or the reverse often happens, when the tragedy makes 

its way to our lives. 

We immediately began thinking, “What did I do to 

evoke God’s Wrath?” 

How many of you have had the stomach virus, that you 

are just convinced that it is going to kill you, as any 

nutrient of any value violently leaves your body in all 

directions, and as you are hanging over your toilet, 
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with eyes watering, stomach cramped, you just begin 

repenting. 

And you are going all the way back to that through 

your childhood, looking for any and all un-repented 

sins, you are convinced this is why you are suffering.  

But this is how we think sometimes right? 

I know the day I cut off my finger right after Jessica and 

the kid’s accident, I came into the kitchen with my 

pinky hanging by a thread, and Jess looked right up to 

the ceiling, and shouted, “What did we do wrong 

Lord!?” 

Eccl 9:2 All things come alike to all: 

One event happens to the righteous and the wicked; 

To the good, the clean, and the unclean; 

To him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. 

As is the good, so is the sinner; 

He who takes an oath as he who fears an oath.  

All things come alike to all…  

Bad things happen in this world, and that is a fact that 

cannot be disputed, the good, loyal, and the wicked 

and rebellious, all are impacted by this fallen world. 

Now, our outlook as believers, most definitely gives us 

the upper hand in the midst of turmoil.  
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We are assured in Rom 8:18 We are to consider that 

the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  

Now Jesus gives a greater reality to this life, to those 

who would look down upon other’s tragedies with 

disdain and arrogant thinking. 

Jesus tells the questioners “Do you suppose the 

Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, 

because they suffered this horrible tragedy?” 

Now before they could answer, because Jesus already 

knew their heart, He gives them the bigger reality. 

He tells them in verse 3 the main point of what really 

matters here in this life. 

He says, “I tell you no,” They did not suffer because 

they were worse human beings. 

Then Jesus turns it on them, and confronts their own 

hearts, and points them to where they need to be 

focused upon. 

“Unless you repent, individually, you will all likewise 

perish.” 

This is an eternal consequence indeed. 

This is the heart of the matter for everyone. 

When you begin to assess everyone else around, and 

fail to look within, then you are in danger. 
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You see when you honestly assess your own heart, and 

judge yourself correctly, and see your sinful state, it 

gives you a great humility in dealing with other 

people’s sin. 

Matt 7:2 For with what judgment you judge, you will 

be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be 

measured back to you. 

Does the wickedness of our countrymen and women 

merit God’s wrath to be poured out with the level of 

hellfire a brimstone that fell upon Sodom and 

Gomorrah? 

Maybe, but surely when I look at myself, and the sins 

of my past, and the sins of my present, and my daily 

struggles, no one deserves hellfire and brimstone more 

than me. 

I don’t wish God’s judgement upon anyone, because 

that means I will be judged according to my sin. 

I want to relate to God through His Grace. 

I want to see my countrymen and women come to God 

through His Grace. 

Yes, repentance is necessary for that to happen. 

And you and I will always have a need to repent in this 

life, but without repentance we will not go into eternal 

life. 

Jesus is saying before you judge others tragedies, judge 

yourself. 
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Repent or you too will perish, eternally. 

Jesus will repeat this phrase, and understand when 

Jesus repeats something, there is resounding emphasis 

put upon that point.   

Look what Jesus tells them next in verse 4…  

4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell 

and killed them, do you think that they were worse 

sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?  5 I 

tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise 

perish."  

Jesus emphasizes His point of personal repentance by 

using another incident that took place among the 

Judean people. 

This incident took place in their very own city of 

Jerusalem, the Holy Center for all of Israel. 

This citizens of Judea believed they were far superior 

to those from the Galilean countryside of Israel. 

Yet Jesus points them to another prominent accident 

that everyone knew about. 

He says, “what about those eighteen Judean’s for 

whom the tower in Siloam fell upon?” 

Did they think that they were worse off than the other 

sinners in Jerusalem? 

If you are going to Israel with us in November, you will 

get to see the pool of Siloam, where this tower once 

stood and fell that is mentioned here by Jesus. 
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Some think perhaps that while they were building a 

tower by this reservoir that during its construction the 

Tower fell, and killed 18 Jews. 

So if those asking Jesus about the Galilean’s tragedy 

being associated with their sinful state, they now had 

to consider that Tragedy befell on their own townsmen 

as well. 

Jesus is being very clear here, “do you think these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 

Galileans because they suffered this way, or do you 

think those who tragically died by the pool of Siloam 

were worse offenders than others who lived in 

Jerusalem. 

Jesus answers with another emphatic “No, I tell you!” 

Those who died were just the average sinner, just like 

you and I. 

You see, Jesus is teaching here the universal reality of 

humanity, that we all are sinners. 

And death is the reality to all sinners. 

Rom 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God. 

Every man and woman is guilty and we all deserve 

death, we all deserve hell eternal. 

Now, unless we repent in this life, we will get what we 

deserve.  
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The thing about the Galilea region, and the Judean 

region, is the same about the High Desert region, this is 

an undisputable fact, that in Victorville, Apple Valley, 

Hesperia, Barstow, Oro Grande, and Helendale, in fact 

there is no city that is different than the other, in the 

fact that the death rate is one per person. 

We will all die, one in one person will die.  

One commentator chuckles at a saying he heard about 

the death rate in a friend’s city, and the reply he got 

was that “people are dying who have never died 

before.” 

Of course, this is the reality we must face here, as 

Jesus is pointing out, we will all die, some of us after a 

long battle with cancer, some perhaps in a car 

accident, some in their sleep after living a good long 

life. 

Some of our lives will end tragically too soon. 

But none of us knows when death will be allowed to 

come for us. 

There is no early warning system, there is no way to be 

sure it won’t be tomorrow. 

But the one thing Jesus is saying here that we can do is 

prepare now for the unavoidable. 

Maybe you are one of those, like William Randolph 

Hearst, who never liked to think of such negativity. 
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The Media Tycoon would never let anyone mention 

death in his presence. Wiersbe  

Well, a few years ago, Jess and I spent some time up by 

his mansion, and my oh my, we spent the whole day 

just marveling at all of the work and detail he put into 

the Hearst Castle, we could have spent a whole other 

day seeing the rest of it. 

The man lived for this world as though this world was 

all there was. 

But the funny thing is, there was a very important part 

of the household missing, William Randolph Hearst, 

the man who never wanted to contemplate death, well 

he died August 14th, 1951. 

His life’s collection and estates were left to others and 

all that he gained in this life was now worthless to him. 

I imagine he wishes now, he would have allowed 

himself to think of death, and what may happen after 

this life was over. 

Please don’t put off these thoughts, death is coming to 

everyone us, apart from the Rapture of the church, the 

statistics remain 1 in 1 will die. 

You know, our dear sister Laurie Thomas just lost her 

battle to cancer, and all of you who were there with 

her in her final days, know what she was saying. 

She told one sister, “I am ready to go see Jesus.” 
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She had no fear of death, you see, she did what Mr. 

Hearst was afraid to do, she accepted that death 

would come, and she readied herself for eternity. 

Jesus here instructs His listeners and us this morning, 

with the way to ready ourselves individually, we are to 

repent of our sinful ways. 

Acknowledge that you are sinful, and repent. 

Let us take a moment, and talk about what that word 

does and does not mean. 

If repentance is the basis for our salvation, we must 

get a clear understanding of what Jesus is saying here. 

Paul speaking to the church in Corinth says…   

2 Cor. 7:10 For godly sorrow produces repentance 

leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the 

sorrow of the world produces death. 

Godly sorrow produces repentance.  

We live in a day where people feel victimized if they 

have any source of guilt and conviction. 

And the church, is labeled bullies and bigots, because 

those who hold that the Bible is true, understand that 

Godly Sorrow, Conviction leads to repentance. 

Of course, Satan’s counter argument is prevailing in 

the hearts of the unregenerate today. 

“God made me this way, so He accepts me for who I 

am.” 
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And conviction is scapegoated by this copout. 

Understand, as we have discussed many times in the 

weeks passed, we are all born sinners, this is 

undisputed, and man is naturally inclined to selfishness 

and self-preservation at all costs. 

And conviction of sin is getting less common today 

than ever. 

It is a clear sign that the presence of the Holy Spirit is 

being rejected as well. 

Jesus said that the Holy Spirit came into this world to 

convict of sin. 

John 16:8 And when He has come, He will convict the 

world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 

When people talk to me about their sin, and there is 

no conviction. 

You know they are sleeping with their girlfriend, or the 

are pornaholics, or drunkards, or whatever it is, and 

there is no conviction. 

Or they pass it off as not that big of a deal, there is 

something to be worried about, because the Spirit is in 

our lives to convict us, and to help us overcome sin. 

The lack of conviction over sin, is evidence there is no 

Holy Spirit living within, and that person is in eternal 

danger. 
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But the prevailing message today is believed, and the 

anger has shifted toward the Truth bearers, the Bible 

Believers. 

Because we are bound by the Truth of God’s Word, 

and we know, that there is no eternal hope for the 

sinner apart from conviction of sin, and repentance. 

The Holy Spirit must be allowed to work in conjunction 

with God’s Word, to stir their conscious and bring 

about the reality and presence of a Holy God. 

Understand our sins may impact others, this is without 

a doubt, we may have to seek forgiveness from the 

offended, but repentance is between man and God. 

And coming to this understanding that we have sinned 

against God. 

David so clearly showed this godly sorrow that leads to 

repentance when he prayed…. 

Ps 51:3-4 For I acknowledge my transgressions, 

And my sin is always before me.  

4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, 

And done this evil in Your sight —  

That You may be found just, when You speak,  

And blameless when You judge.  

Oswald Chambers in his devotional Utmost for His 

Highest, on December 7th’s devotional, he talks about 

repentance. 
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And he says there, “The wonders of conviction of sin, 

forgiveness, and holiness are so interwoven that it is 

only the forgiven person who is truly holy.” 

“He proves he is forgiven by being the opposite of 

what he was previously, by the Grace of God.” 

“Repentance always brings a person to the point of 

saying, “I have sinned.” The surest sign that God is at 

work in his life is when he says that and means it.” 

“Anything less is simply sorrow for having made foolish 

mistakes- a reflex action caused by self-disgust.” 

You see repentance is not simply being sorry, it is a 

complete turning around in the opposite direction. 

One person said, “Repentance is the vomit of the soul.” 

Thomas Brooks 

“It is the turning from the sins you love to the holy God 

you’re called to love.” Mark Dever   

You see “Sin Forsaken is one of the best evidences of 

sin forgiven.” J.C. Ryle 

We come before our God honestly and confess our 

dreadful sins to Him, and we lay down our lives to 

serve Him. 

It is turning from and changing completely. 

Too many people believe they have to come to God 

with cleaned up lives. 



P a g e  | 22 

 

I remember thinking this, you know, that I would find a 

way to get clean of the drugs, stop divulging in 

pleasures, and I was convinced I was strong enough to 

clean my life up, and then I would come to Christ. 

I would say stupid things like, “I do the drugs, they 

don’t do me.” 

“I can quit anytime, I just am waiting for the right 

time.” 

But it was not until I could come honestly before God. 

I remember looking up into the Blue Sky, and in my 

heart crying out, “I am a wicked man, so full of 

treachery and all kinds of filth, Forgive me Lord, and 

help me, a sinner.” 

And it was not until that point in my life, did His Divine 

power and strength come over me. 

I was ready for Him to change me. 

You see we repent, seeking the new life that we could 

never attain on our own, and God then meets you in 

your faith. 

As David prayed Ps 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O 

God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  

You see if you sit there every week, and you pray in 

your heart, “Lord forgive me of my sins this weekend, I 

know I should not have been at the bar this weekend, 

but gosh I feel so bad, please forgive me.” 
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“Oh, and God, Jenny is having a party this Friday, 

please forgive me of the drinking I will do this Friday, I 

promise it will be my last time.” 

That is not repentance, repentance is a complete 

turnaround, a ripping away from the old life. 

The modern Churchgoer is somewhat confusing to the 

world, because they have now grown comfortable to 

live in the world with the world, and still come and 

hold up hands to worship Jesus on Sunday. 

John MacArthur says, “Our repentance needs to be as 

loud as our sin was.” 

There should be no questions in your life if you are 

with Jesus or if you are with this world. 

One is a rejection of the other, you cannot live 

comfortable in both camps, or you are not truly in the 

camp of Christ. 

Repentance is not just being sorry you do something 

wrong, repentance is being sorry enough to stop. 

Spurgeon once said… “If Christ has died for me, 

ungodly as I am, without strength as I am, then I 

cannot live in sin any longer. I must arouse myself to 

love and serve Him who has redeemed me. I cannot 

trifle with the evil that killed my best Friend. I must be 

holy for His sake. How can I live in sin when He has 

died to save me from it?” —C. H. Spurgeon 
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And this morning, look within, have you dealt with 

your sin, or have you excused it? 

This is the severe point Jesus is making in this text this 

morning. 

Now, Jesus teaches here another valuable truth in 

these sayings, don’t worry about the sins of others. 

Don’t worry if He is going to shake San Francisco into 

the ocean in Judgement. 

Stop looking at everyone else, and judge yourself! 

Every one of us, needs to daily spend time repenting 

and focusing on ourselves. 

Because the reality is… God does judge sinners, and all 

of us here this morning are sinners through and 

through. 

Don’t wish death and judgement upon others, because 

if you honestly look within, what right do we have to 

live? 

Jesus gets the crowd looking within, and dealing with 

themselves, and He teaches the importance of 

individual repentance. 

Now Jesus will give a parable about the evidence of 

repentance, remember it is a throwing away of the old 

life, to live the New. 

And there will be evidence to validate true repentance. 
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Jesus now addresses His listener’s collective evidence 

of repentance as a nation. 

Remember John the Baptist’s preaching to the nation 

of Israel… 

Luke 3:8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 

and do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have 

Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is 

able to raise up children to Abraham from these 

stones. 

If this crowd and nation truly was receiving Jesus and 

His message of repentance, then there should be 

something to show for it… look at the parable with me 

now in verses 6-9. 

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 

6 He also spoke this parable: "A certain man had a fig 

tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit 

on it and found none.  7 Then he said to the keeper of 

his vineyard, 'Look, for three years I have come seeking 

fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why 

does it use up the ground?'  8 But he answered and 

said to him, 'Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig 

around it and fertilize it.  9 And if it bears fruit, well. 

But if not, after that you can cut it down.'"  

Now of course context is everything here, and yet the 

context of this parable does not diminish the weight 

and impact of what Jesus is saying to us this morning. 
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Remember Jesus here, is speaking this parable to His 

Jewish countrymen. 

Now, in scripture the Fig Tree is a picture of the Nation 

of Israel. 

We see this in many of the prophet’s writings, for 

example, we see God speaking to Israel through the 

prophet Hosea and He says… 

Hos 9:10 "I found Israel Like grapes in the wilderness; 

I saw your fathers As the firstfruits on the fig tree in its 

first season. 

Jesus’ immediate hearers would be Jews, for which the 

Fig Tree is speaking, and in Jesus’ parable we see this 

Fig Tree is planted in a vineyard. 

Now this is the best possible situation for a Fig Tree, 

this would give the tree every advantage necessary to 

grow and be fruitful, the soil would be full of nutrients 

and the water abundant, much better than the rocky 

soil a Fig Tree usually found itself in. 

This Owner had great hopes and expectations for His 

Tree, the Owner of course, is God the Father. 

He planted the Jews in the most fertile land, and they 

had so many advantages. 

Their Land was where God has centered His plan for 

salvation for the entire world. 
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The Jews were given the Word of God, the Law, and 

the Prophets, they were told beforehand about the 

coming Savior. 

From Moses through the Prophets, all spoke clearly of 

this Messiah. 

And with such a Great and Clear witness, they were 

expected to be fruitful. 

Now, in Jesus’ Metaphor here we see a dialogue with 

the Caretaker of the Vineyard.  

And a complaint is given about the Fig Tree, this man 

has come for three years seeking fruit from this Tree 

that had every privilege and position to be Fruitful. 

Think about this, God separated the Jews from the rest 

of humanity and set them apart to be a light. 

They were favored above Egypt, Babylon, Greece, 

Rome and all the great empires of the world. 

And they were sojourners, strangers, and God called 

them out of their bondage, and planted them in the 

Promise Land, and they had great responsibility that 

came from this privilege. 

The Owner here is not being unreasonable, the Fig 

Tree was put there to bear Him Fruit. 

Now, the Law says in Lev 19:23-25 'When you come 

into the land, and have planted all kinds of trees for 

food, then you shall count their fruit as uncircumcised. 

Three years it shall be as uncircumcised to you. It shall 
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not be eaten. 24 But in the fourth year all its fruit shall 

be holy, a praise to the Lord. 25 And in the fifth year 

you may eat its fruit, that it may yield to you its 

increase: I am the Lord your God.  

The Jews were not allowed to eat the fruit until the 

fifth year. 

So our Owner in this story that Jesus is telling has come 

during his legal year to enjoy the fruit, the fifth year, 

and no fruit, then also on the sixth, and then finally on 

the seventh and still no fruit. 

And of course, the obvious and suitable thing to do is 

cut it down, this tree was taking up precious nutrients 

and space, exhausting the soil, and it needed to go. 

Now, the Caretaker comes and pleads on behalf of the 

Fig Tree. 

The Caretaker clearly represents Christ. 

Kent Hughes explains The Owner(God the Father) 

argues from the logic of righteousness, while the 

Caretaker(Christ) reasons from the logic of mercy.  

The Caretaker is pleading for one last opportunity. 

And we see an extended period of Grace given for fruit 

to come. 

The Caretaker will take painstaking measures, He will 

dig up the roots and break the earth up around the 

tree, and then He will fertilize the tree with dung. 
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And after all that, if the tree bears fruit for the Owner, 

that is Good, but if not cut it down.  

Now, first consider, the patience of the God of Israel, 

many of Jesus’ hearers rejected Him, in fact we can say 

at the crucifixion, the nation fully refused to bear fruit 

unto God. 

They had the first chance, and as we know, Israel’s 

rejection and refusal to bear fruit unto God cost them. 

40 years after the crucifixion, God cut down their Tree, 

Rome came in and through God’s Providence was 

allowed to destroy Jerusalem, and disperse the Jews 

throughout the empire. 

Only in recent History have they returned to their 

Land, to fulfill the prophetic promises. 

God is not done with the Fig Tree, He will turn His 

attention to them after our age. 

But for now God moved from the Jews, to use the 

Church. 

Now this does not exclude the Jews from salvation 

today, but includes them if they come through faith in 

Jesus Christ. 

The apostle Paul speaking of this transition from his 

own brethren to the Church said… 

Rom 11:11-12 I say then, have they stumbled that they 

should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to 

provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the 
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Gentiles. 12 Now if their fall is riches for the world, and 

their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more 

their fullness!  

We are now the Fruit Bearers of God, the Church is 

responsible to Bear Fruits worthy of repentance. 

But God is not done with Jews, there is coming a day 

when the Church Age will be done with and God will 

turn His attention back to the Jews, they are precious 

to Him. 

But you see we must make application to ourselves 

now today through this parable. 

Please notice that the conclusion is left open, Jesus 

does this for a reason. 

We don’t know if the Tree became fruitful. 

Jesus allows His hearers and us today to look within, 

and determine what kind of tree we are. 

If indeed we are the fruit bearers today, and the 

Owner of our Souls is looking at our lives, there is an 

expectation from Him. 

God has not changed, the Owner of the Vineyard still 

expects fruit from our lives. 

Now, genuine faith, as we have seen this morning, the 

purest form of Christianity, starts with repentance, 

looking within, taking our eyes off the wrongs and 

suspicions of others. 
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And genuinely looking within, allowing the Holy Spirit 

to convict us of our sin, and we are too repent. 

Please, I plead with you to except this reality, you are a 

sinner. 

If you are an addict this morning, it is not a disease and 

a hopeless condition, if you are an alcoholic don’t buy 

it what this world says, that you will always have that 

condition. 

Your unforgiveness cannot be justified this morning.  

You who struggle with your sexual passions and are 

told you were born that way, you are not excused 

either. 

The compulsive liar that is told it’s not your fault, it 

because of your upbringing. 

Or the Hot-tempered man who blames his Irish blood. 

Our society has an excuse for it all. 

Yet, it is all sin, and repentance, owning it, and 

confessing it, and turning from it is what is expected. 

Now, turning from our sin, repenting, being washed 

cleaned, putting our faith in Jesus and His work upon 

the cross is not all that our faith entails. 

We come to the cross, and from there our lives are to 

become fruitful unto God. 

We are not saved to live for ourselves, we are now 

indebted to our Savior. 
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And look at the picture we have of our Savior this 

morning in this parable. 

He is so gracious, and stands between us and God’s 

righteous judgement. 

And He is willing to get to work on our lives. 

Now it is interesting here, notice what the Caretaker 

does in verse 8, He digs around the roots. 

And maybe your life is too attached to this earth. 

Sometimes when our lives are not bearing the fruit 

expected, Jesus gets in there and starts breaking our 

lives up a little. 

Separating us from the comforts of this world, and it 

can be painful at times as He breaks us loose of our 

earthly attachments. 

Then notice the second thing that comes to the 

fruitless person’s life. 

He loosens us up from this world, and He throws dung 

on the roots. 

And it is that dung that will feed that trees roots the 

very nutrients it needs to grow and be fruitful. 

Church, understand something, the whole picture here 

is not picturing a life of ease. 

How many of you are going through a season of having 

dung thrown on you, trials and hardships, and it is just 

smelly and grouse. 
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But understand the dung is so vital for our growth and 

fruit. 

We all go through it, we get so heavy laden and 

hardened by the soil of this earth. 

John Bunyan in a sermon addressing the Barren Fig 

Tree says this… 

“Jesus diggeth about him, He smiteth one blow at his 

heart, another blow at his lusts, a third at his 

pleasures, a fourth at his comforts, another at his self 

conceitedness: thus He diggeth about him. This way to 

take the bad earth from the roots, and to loosen his 

roots from the earth. Barren Fig Tree! See here the 

care, the love, the labor, and way, which the Lord 

Jesus, the Dresser of the Vineyard, is fair to care for 

thee, if haply thou mayest be fruitful. John Bunyun “The Barren Fig-Tree”  

And maybe Jesus has been digging around your 

earthbound soul this morning? 

Perhaps the dung is being flung into your life. 

Understand the purpose of it all, it is to bring fruit into 

your life. 

We should bear fruit unto God. 

Understand death is coming for us all, if you so choose 

to remain bound to this earth, holding onto it with all 

your might, then in the end the wrath of God will fall 

on you. 
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John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has everlasting 

life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see 

life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

Repentance is nothing short of a radically saved life, a 

life that as intellectually and voluntarily turned from 

sin. 

The fruit of your life will be radiant and obvious to this 

dark world. 

Matt 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven.  

Is your life changed, is it changing, are you bearing 

fruit? 

Are you serving your God? 

The message is clear this morning, God is looking for 

fruit in our lives. 

We are to lay our lives down, and live for His Glory. 

Let’s pray… 

These gentlemen are here to minister and pray with you 

this morning, if the Lord has spoken to you at all, please 

come forward and get prayer. 

The Cross Before Me, The World Behind Me! 

 


